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TOWN OF SMOOTH ROCK FALLS 
NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT & PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE 

Environmental Screening Study for the Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill 

Background: 

The Town of Smooth Rock Falls (Town) is 
proposing to expand the limits of the 
waste disposal area at their Municipal 
Landfill to accommodate an expansion of 
approximately 83,000 m3 and optimize site 
operations. Additionally, the Town is 
proposing to amend the Municipal Landfill 
service area to accommodate waste 
received from within other close proximity 
municipalities. Presently, the Town 
operates a 2.95 ha waste disposal site on 
a 9.04 ha property. The Landfill has been 
operational, accepting Municipal solid 
waste since 1986, and is rapidly 
approaching its total approved capacity of 
89,500 m3. The proposed expansion will 
increase the total landfill capacity to 
approximately 172,500 m3, allowing for 
the life of the landfill to be extended. The 
expansion was identified within the 
Smooth Rock Falls Waste Management 
Strategic Plan, which will complement the 
recycling and diversion programs that 
have been implemented within the Town. 
The expansion will provide a secure and long term waste post-diversion disposal option for Town 
residents and will prevent the need to establish a new Municipal Landfill and the high costs associated 
with that. 

THE PROCESS: 

The study will follow the Environmental Screening Process legislated for landfills undergoing an 
expansion between 40,000 m3 and 100,000 m3 of additional waste disposal capacity under Ontario 
Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The Study will be conducted in accordance with 
the planning and design process outlined in Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s 
“Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects” dated March 2007.  

The Screening process includes identifying and applying screening criteria to determine and describe 
potential environmental effects, public/external agency consultation, and the development of measures to 
mitigate identified environmental effects. The results of the Study will be documented in an Environmental 
Screening Report, which will be released for review to the public, Aboriginal communities, and 
government agencies. 

Public Open House: 

Public Participation will form an integral part of the Environmental Screening Study to ensure that the 
ongoing concerns of the public and affected groups are identified, documented and assessed. A public 
open house will be held to enable the public to meet the project team and to provide feedback on the 
proposed undertaking.  Details on the public open house are as follows:  

Date: May 24, 2017 
Time: 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
Location: Smooth Rock Falls Curling Club, Reg Lamy Cultural Centre, 133 5th St, Smooth Rock Falls 

Any parties that wish to comment on or to be involved in the Environmental Screening process should 
indicate their interest, preferably in writing to:  

Luc Denault 
Town of Smooth Rock falls 
P.O. Box 249 
142 First Avenue 
Smooth Rock Falls, ON P0L 2B0 
Tel: 705-338-2717  
E-mail: luc.denault@townsrf.ca

Blair Shoniker, MA, RPP  
Senior Environmental & Waste Planner 
GHD Limited 
Tel: 905-429-5040 
E-mail: blair.shoniker@ghd.com

All personal information included in a submission - such as name, address, telephone number and property location - is collected, 
maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. 
The information is collected under the authority of the Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose 
of creating a record that is available to the general public as described in s.37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of 
Privacy Act (FIPPA). Personal information you submit will become part of a public record that is available to the general public 
unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, please contact the Ministry of the 
Environment and Climate Change's Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at (416) 327-1434. 

This notice issued: May 10, 2017 
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Brown, Erika

From: Brown, Erika
Sent: Thursday, May 11, 2017 2:16 PM
Cc: Shoniker, Blair; 'luc.denault@townsrf.ca'
Subject: Notice of Commencement & Open House - Environmental Screening Study for the 

Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill
Attachments: Smooth Rock Falls - Notice of Commencement & Open House.pdf

Dear Government Review Team members, 

Please find attached the Notice of Commencement and Public Open House for an Environmental Screening Study for the 
Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill, being carried out by the Town of Smooth Rock Falls. 

The Notice of Commencement and Public Open House was distributed to Smooth Rock Falls’ residents on May 10, 2017 
and we are also notifying Aboriginal communities. 

We would like to hold Government Review Team update meetings throughout the course of the Environmental 
Screening Study. Future update meetings are anticipated to be held around key milestones and will be communicated to 
you well in advance. 

We will continue to notify you about this project, unless we hear from you stating that you do not have an interest in 
participating further. For additional information on the proposed study, please feel free to contact the undersigned. 

Regards, 
Erika Brown 

on behalf of 

Blair Shoniker, MA., RPP 
Senior Waste & Environmental Planner 

GHD 
T: 905 429 5040 | F: 905 432 7877 | C: 647 525 9798 | E: blair.shoniker@ghd.com 
65 Sunray Street Whitby ON L1N 8Y3 | www.ghd.com 

WATER | ENERGY & RESOURCES | ENVIRONMENT | PROPERTY & BUILDINGS | TRANSPORTATION 

Please consider our environment before printing this email



TOWN OF SMOOTH ROCK FALLS 
NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT & PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE 

Environmental Screening Study for the Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill 

Background: 

The Town of Smooth Rock Falls (Town) is 
proposing to expand the limits of the 
waste disposal area at their Municipal 
Landfill to accommodate an expansion of 
approximately 83,000 m3 and optimize site 
operations. Additionally, the Town is 
proposing to amend the Municipal Landfill 
service area to accommodate waste 
received from within other close proximity 
municipalities. Presently, the Town 
operates a 2.95 ha waste disposal site on 
a 9.04 ha property. The Landfill has been 
operational, accepting Municipal solid 
waste since 1986, and is rapidly 
approaching its total approved capacity of 
89,500 m3. The proposed expansion will 
increase the total landfill capacity to 
approximately 172,500 m3, allowing for 
the life of the landfill to be extended. The 
expansion was identified within the 
Smooth Rock Falls Waste Management 
Strategic Plan, which will complement the 
recycling and diversion programs that 
have been implemented within the Town. 
The expansion will provide a secure and long term waste post-diversion disposal option for Town 
residents and will prevent the need to establish a new Municipal Landfill and the high costs associated 
with that. 

THE PROCESS: 

The study will follow the Environmental Screening Process legislated for landfills undergoing an 
expansion between 40,000 m3 and 100,000 m3 of additional waste disposal capacity under Ontario 
Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The Study will be conducted in accordance with 
the planning and design process outlined in Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s 
“Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects” dated March 2007.  

The Screening process includes identifying and applying screening criteria to determine and describe 
potential environmental effects, public/external agency consultation, and the development of measures to 
mitigate identified environmental effects. The results of the Study will be documented in an Environmental 
Screening Report, which will be released for review to the public, Aboriginal communities, and 
government agencies. 

Public Open House: 

Public Participation will form an integral part of the Environmental Screening Study to ensure that the 
ongoing concerns of the public and affected groups are identified, documented and assessed. A public 
open house will be held to enable the public to meet the project team and to provide feedback on the 
proposed undertaking.  Details on the public open house are as follows:  

Date: May 24, 2017 
Time: 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
Location: Smooth Rock Falls Curling Club, Reg Lamy Cultural Centre, 133 5th St, Smooth Rock Falls 

Any parties that wish to comment on or to be involved in the Environmental Screening process should 
indicate their interest, preferably in writing to:  

Luc Denault 
Town of Smooth Rock falls 
P.O. Box 249 
142 First Avenue 
Smooth Rock Falls, ON P0L 2B0 
Tel: 705-338-2717  
E-mail: luc.denault@townsrf.ca

Blair Shoniker, MA, RPP  
Senior Environmental & Waste Planner 
GHD Limited 
Tel: 905-429-5040 
E-mail: blair.shoniker@ghd.com

All personal information included in a submission - such as name, address, telephone number and property location - is collected, 
maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. 
The information is collected under the authority of the Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose 
of creating a record that is available to the general public as described in s.37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of 
Privacy Act (FIPPA). Personal information you submit will become part of a public record that is available to the general public 
unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, please contact the Ministry of the 
Environment and Climate Change's Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at (416) 327-1434. 

This notice issued: May 10, 2017 
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Brown, Erika

From: Brown, Erika
Sent: Thursday, May 11, 2017 2:16 PM
To: 'maa.ea.review@ontario.ca'
Cc: Shoniker, Blair; 'luc.denault@townsrf.ca'
Subject: Notice of Commencement & Open House - Environmental Screening Study for the 

Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill
Attachments: Smooth Rock Falls - Notice of Commencement & Open House.pdf

Dear Rachael Manson‐Smith, 

Please find attached the Notice of Commencement and Public Open House for an Environmental Screening Study for the 
Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill, being carried out by the Town of Smooth Rock Falls. 

The Notice of Commencement and Public Open House was distributed to Smooth Rock Falls’ residents on May 10, 2017 
and we are also notifying the following Aboriginal communities: 

 Métis Nation of Ontario, Head Office

 Métis Nation of Ontario Northern Lights Métis Council

 Métis Nation of Ontario Timmins Métis Council

 Métis Nation of Ontario Temiskaming Métis Council

 Métis Nation of Ontario Chapleau Métis Council

 Taykwa Tagamou Nation

 Wahgoshig First Nation

 Matachewan First Nation

Please confirm whether this list of Aboriginal communities is appropriate for the location of the project or whether there
are additional Aboriginal communities that should be added to our contact list. 

We would like to hold Government Review Team update meetings throughout the course of the Environmental 
Screening Study. Future update meetings are anticipated to be held around key milestones and will be communicated to 
you well in advance. 

We will continue to notify you about this project, unless we hear from you stating that you do not have an interest in 
participating further. For additional information on the proposed study, please feel free to contact the undersigned. 

Regards, 
Erika Brown 

on behalf of 

Blair Shoniker, MA., RPP 
Senior Waste & Environmental Planner 

GHD 
T: 905 429 5040 | F: 905 432 7877 | C: 647 525 9798 | E: blair.shoniker@ghd.com 
65 Sunray Street Whitby ON L1N 8Y3 | www.ghd.com 

WATER | ENERGY & RESOURCES | ENVIRONMENT | PROPERTY & BUILDINGS | TRANSPORTATION 

Please consider our environment before printing this email



TOWN OF SMOOTH ROCK FALLS 
NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT & PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE 

Environmental Screening Study for the Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill 

Background: 

The Town of Smooth Rock Falls (Town) is 
proposing to expand the limits of the 
waste disposal area at their Municipal 
Landfill to accommodate an expansion of 
approximately 83,000 m3 and optimize site 
operations. Additionally, the Town is 
proposing to amend the Municipal Landfill 
service area to accommodate waste 
received from within other close proximity 
municipalities. Presently, the Town 
operates a 2.95 ha waste disposal site on 
a 9.04 ha property. The Landfill has been 
operational, accepting Municipal solid 
waste since 1986, and is rapidly 
approaching its total approved capacity of 
89,500 m3. The proposed expansion will 
increase the total landfill capacity to 
approximately 172,500 m3, allowing for 
the life of the landfill to be extended. The 
expansion was identified within the 
Smooth Rock Falls Waste Management 
Strategic Plan, which will complement the 
recycling and diversion programs that 
have been implemented within the Town. 
The expansion will provide a secure and long term waste post-diversion disposal option for Town 
residents and will prevent the need to establish a new Municipal Landfill and the high costs associated 
with that. 

THE PROCESS: 

The study will follow the Environmental Screening Process legislated for landfills undergoing an 
expansion between 40,000 m3 and 100,000 m3 of additional waste disposal capacity under Ontario 
Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The Study will be conducted in accordance with 
the planning and design process outlined in Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s 
“Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects” dated March 2007.  

The Screening process includes identifying and applying screening criteria to determine and describe 
potential environmental effects, public/external agency consultation, and the development of measures to 
mitigate identified environmental effects. The results of the Study will be documented in an Environmental 
Screening Report, which will be released for review to the public, Aboriginal communities, and 
government agencies. 

Public Open House: 

Public Participation will form an integral part of the Environmental Screening Study to ensure that the 
ongoing concerns of the public and affected groups are identified, documented and assessed. A public 
open house will be held to enable the public to meet the project team and to provide feedback on the 
proposed undertaking.  Details on the public open house are as follows:  

Date: May 24, 2017 
Time: 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
Location: Smooth Rock Falls Curling Club, Reg Lamy Cultural Centre, 133 5th St, Smooth Rock Falls 

Any parties that wish to comment on or to be involved in the Environmental Screening process should 
indicate their interest, preferably in writing to:  

Luc Denault 
Town of Smooth Rock falls 
P.O. Box 249 
142 First Avenue 
Smooth Rock Falls, ON P0L 2B0 
Tel: 705-338-2717  
E-mail: luc.denault@townsrf.ca

Blair Shoniker, MA, RPP  
Senior Environmental & Waste Planner 
GHD Limited 
Tel: 905-429-5040 
E-mail: blair.shoniker@ghd.com

All personal information included in a submission - such as name, address, telephone number and property location - is collected, 
maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. 
The information is collected under the authority of the Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose 
of creating a record that is available to the general public as described in s.37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of 
Privacy Act (FIPPA). Personal information you submit will become part of a public record that is available to the general public 
unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, please contact the Ministry of the 
Environment and Climate Change's Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at (416) 327-1434. 

This notice issued: May 10, 2017 
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May 11, 2017 

Dr. Lianne Catto 
Medical Officer of Health 
Porcupine Health Unit 
169 Pine Street South 
Postal Bag 2012 
Timmins, ON 
P4N 8B7 

Dear Dr. Catto: 

Re: Notice of Commencement and Public Open House 
Environmental Screening Study for the Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill 

The Town of Smooth Rock Falls (Town) is proposing to expand the limits of the waste disposal area at 

their Municipal Landfill to accommodate an expansion of approximately 83,000 m3 and optimize site 

operations. Additionally, the Town is proposing to amend the Municipal Landfill service area to 

accommodate waste received from within other close proximity municipalities. 

Presently, the Town operates a 2.95 ha waste disposal site on a 9.04 ha property (see attached map). 

The Landfill has been operational, accepting Municipal solid waste since 1986, and is rapidly approaching 

its total approved capacity of 89,500 m3. The proposed expansion will increase the total landfill capacity to 

approximately 172,500 m3, allowing for the life of the landfill to be extended.  

The expansion was identified within the Smooth Rock Falls Waste Management Strategic Plan, which will 

complement the recycling and diversion programs that have been implemented within the Town. The 

expansion will provide a secure and long term post-diversion waste disposal option for Town residents 

and will prevent the need to establish a new Municipal Landfill and the high costs associated with that. 

The study will follow the Environmental Screening Process legislated for landfills undergoing an 

expansion between 40,000 m3 and 100,000 m3 of additional waste disposal capacity under Ontario 

Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The Study will be conducted in accordance with 

the planning and design process outlined in Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s 

Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, dated March 2007. 

The Screening process includes identifying and applying screening criteria to determine and describe 

potential environmental effects, public/external agency consultation, and the development of measures to 

mitigate identified environmental effects. The results of the Study will be documented in an Environmental 

Screening Report, which will be released for review to the public, Aboriginal communities, and 

government agencies. 

Public Participation will form an integral part of the Environmental Screening Study to ensure that the 

ongoing concerns of the public and affected groups are identified, documented and assessed. A public 
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open house will be held to enable the public to meet the project team and to provide feedback on the 

proposed undertaking. Details on the public open house are as follows:  

Date: May 24, 2017 

Time: 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Location: Smooth Rock Falls Curling Club, Reg Lamy Cultural Centre, 133 5th St, Smooth Rock Falls 

The Notice of Commencement and Public Open House was distributed to Smooth Rock Falls’ residents 

on May 10, 2017 and we are also notifying Aboriginal communities. 

We would like to hold Government Review Team update meetings throughout the course of the 

Environmental Screening Study. Future update meetings are anticipated to be held around key 

milestones and will be communicated to you well in advance. 

We will continue to notify you about this project, unless we hear from you stating that you do not have an 

interest in participating further. For additional information on the proposed study, please feel free to 

contact the undersigned. 

Sincerely, 

Luc Denault 
Town of Smooth Rock falls 
P.O. Box 249 
142 First Avenue 
Smooth Rock Falls, ON P0L 2B0 
T: 705-338-2717  
E-mail: luc.denault@townsrf.ca

Blair Shoniker, MA., RPP 
Senior Environmental & Waste Planner 
GHD Limited 
T: 905-429-5040  
E-mail: blair.shoniker@ghd.com

EB/sw/1 

Encl. 

All personal information included in a submission - such as name, address, telephone number and property 
location - is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the 
purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the Environmental 
Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s.37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA). Personal information 
you submit will become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your 
personal information remain confidential. For more information, please contact the Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change's Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at (416) 327-1434. 
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Brown, Erika

From: Brown, Erika
Sent: Thursday, May 11, 2017 5:51 PM
To: 'wahgoshig@wahgoshigfirstnation.com'
Cc: Shoniker, Blair; 'luc.denault@townsrf.ca'
Subject: Notice of Commencement & Open House - Environmental Screening Study for the 

Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill
Attachments: Smooth Rock Falls - Notice of Commencement & Open House.pdf; Smooth Rock Falls - 

Notice of Commencement & Open House_Babin.pdf

Dear Chief Babin, 

The Town of Smooth Rock Falls  (Town)  is proposing  to expand  the  limits of  the waste disposal area at  their Municipal Landfill  to 

accommodate an expansion of approximately 83,000 m3 and optimize site operations. Additionally, the Town is proposing to amend

the Municipal Landfill service area to accommodate waste received from within other close proximity municipalities.  

Presently, the Town operates a 2.95 ha waste disposal site on a 9.04 ha property (see attached map). The Landfill has been operational,

accepting Municipal  solid waste  since  1986,  and  is  rapidly  approaching  its  total  approved  capacity  of  89,500 m3.  The  proposed 

expansion will increase the total landfill capacity to approximately 172,500 m3, allowing for the life of the landfill to be extended.  

The expansion was identified within the Smooth Rock Falls Waste Management Strategic Plan, which will complement the recycling 

and diversion programs  that have been  implemented within  the Town. The expansion will provide a  secure and  long  term post‐

diversion waste disposal option for Town residents and will prevent the need to establish a new Municipal Landfill and the high costs 

associated with that. 

The study will follow the Environmental Screening Process  legislated for  landfills undergoing an expansion between 40,000 m3 and 

100,000 m3 of additional waste disposal capacity under Ontario Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The Study will 

be  conducted  in  accordance with  the planning  and design process outlined  in Ontario Ministry of  the  Environment  and Climate

Change’s Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, dated March 2007.  

The Screening process includes identifying and applying screening criteria to determine and describe potential environmental effects,

public/external agency consultation, and the development of measures to mitigate  identified environmental effects. The results of 

the Study will be documented  in an Environmental Screening Report, which will be  released  for  review  to  the public, Aboriginal

communities, and government agencies. 

Public Participation will form an integral part of the Environmental Screening Study to ensure that the ongoing concerns of the 
public and affected groups are identified, documented and assessed. A public open house will be held to enable the public to meet 
the project team and to provide feedback on the proposed undertaking. Details on the public open house are as follows:  

 
Date: May 24, 2017 
Time: 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
Location: Smooth Rock Falls Curling Club, Reg Lamy Cultural Centre, 133 5th St, Smooth Rock Falls 
 
Consultation with Aboriginal communities is an important element of the Environmental Assessment process. Should you or your 
Council wish to become involved in the Environmental Assessment process or discuss the project, we would be pleased to work with 
you to develop and carry out separate events specifically designed to engage your community in meaningful discussions concerning 
the project. 
 
As per the Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, the Town of Smooth Rock Falls has 
prepared the Project Description and Draft Screening Criteria Checklist that are attached to this letter for your information. 
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Please let us know if you are interested in engaging in discussions and providing input to our project. We will keep you up to date on 
new developments. Please do not hesitate to ask any questions. For further information on the proposed study, please contact the 
undersigned. 
 
Regards, 
Erika Brown 
 
on behalf of 

 
Blair Shoniker, MA., RPP 
Senior Waste & Environmental Planner 
 
GHD 
T: 905 429 5040 | F: 905 432 7877 | C: 647 525 9798 | E: blair.shoniker@ghd.com 
65 Sunray Street Whitby ON L1N 8Y3 | www.ghd.com 

WATER | ENERGY & RESOURCES | ENVIRONMENT | PROPERTY & BUILDINGS | TRANSPORTATION 
 
Please consider our environment before printing this email 
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May 11, 2017 

Chief Joel Babin 
Wahgoshig First Nation 
310 Penatuche Road 
Matheson, ON P0K 1N0 

Dear Chief Babin: 

Re: Notice of Commencement and Public Open House 
Environmental Screening Study for the Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill 

The Town of Smooth Rock Falls (Town) is proposing to expand the limits of the waste disposal area at 
their Municipal Landfill to accommodate an expansion of approximately 83,000 m3 and optimize site 
operations. Additionally, the Town is proposing to amend the Municipal Landfill service area to 
accommodate waste received from within other close proximity municipalities. 

Presently, the Town operates a 2.95 ha waste disposal site on a 9.04 ha property (see attached map). 
The Landfill has been operational, accepting Municipal solid waste since 1986, and is rapidly approaching 
its total approved capacity of 89,500 m3. The proposed expansion will increase the total landfill capacity to 
approximately 172,500 m3, allowing for the life of the landfill to be extended.  

The expansion was identified within the Smooth Rock Falls Waste Management Strategic Plan, which will 
complement the recycling and diversion programs that have been implemented within the Town. The 
expansion will provide a secure and long term post-diversion waste disposal option for Town residents 
and will prevent the need to establish a new Municipal Landfill and the high costs associated with that. 

The study will follow the Environmental Screening Process legislated for landfills undergoing an 
expansion between 40,000 m3 and 100,000 m3 of additional waste disposal capacity under Ontario 
Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The Study will be conducted in accordance with 
the planning and design process outlined in Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s 
Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, dated March 2007. 

The Screening process includes identifying and applying screening criteria to determine and describe 
potential environmental effects, public/external agency consultation, and the development of measures to 
mitigate identified environmental effects. The results of the Study will be documented in an Environmental 
Screening Report, which will be released for review to the public, Aboriginal communities, and 
government agencies. 

Public Participation will form an integral part of the Environmental Screening Study to ensure that the 
ongoing concerns of the public and affected groups are identified, documented and assessed. A public 
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open house will be held to enable the public to meet the project team and to provide feedback on the 
proposed undertaking. Details on the public open house are as follows:  

Date: May 24, 2017

Time: 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Location: Smooth Rock Falls Curling Club, Reg Lamy Cultural Centre, 133 5th St, Smooth Rock Falls 

Consultation with Aboriginal communities is an important element of the Environmental Assessment 
process. Should you or your Council wish to become involved in the Environmental Assessment process 
or discuss the project, we would be pleased to work with you to develop and carry out separate events 
specifically designed to engage your community in meaningful discussions concerning the project. 

As per the Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, the Town 
of Smooth Rock Falls has prepared the Project Description and Draft Screening Criteria Checklist that are 
attached to this letter for your information. 

Please let us know if you are interested in engaging in discussions and providing input to our project. We 
will keep you up to date on new developments. Please do not hesitate to ask any questions. For further 
information on the proposed study, please contact the undersigned. 

Sincerely, 

Luc Denault 
Town of Smooth Rock falls 
P.O. Box 249 
142 First Avenue 
Smooth Rock Falls, ON P0L 2B0 
T: 705-338-2717  
E-mail: luc.denault@townsrf.ca 

Blair Shoniker, MA., RPP 
Senior Environmental & Waste Planner 
GHD Limited 
T: 905-429-5040  
E-mail: blair.shoniker@ghd.com 

EB/sw/1 

Encl. 
All personal information included in a submission - such as name, address, telephone number and property 
location - is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the 
purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the Environmental 
Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s.37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA). Personal information 
you submit will become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your 
personal information remain confidential. For more information, please contact the Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change's Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at (416) 327-1434.
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Project Description 

Waste management has long been an afterthought for many small, rural communities in northern Ontario. 
In the absence of clear, mandated requirements for waste management in these communities, many have 
seen no reason to move beyond the status quo. However, with the advent of the Waste-Free Ontario Act 
and the recent release of the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change (MOECC) guidance 
document for Solid Waste Management for Northern and Remote Communities, significant changes are on 
the horizon, including for the Town of Smooth Rock Falls (Town). 

Facing a declining population, the departure of key industries, and limited disposal capacity, the Town 
took a bold step and implemented a long-term solid waste management strategy through adoption of its 
20 year Waste Management Strategic Plan. Less than a year in, the Town has made significant 
investments in new equipment and resources, and has successfully implemented a curbside recycling 
program that serves all residential, commercial, and institutional facets of the community. Looking beyond 
their own borders, the Town has also initiated discussions on shared-services with neighbouring 
municipalities in order to maximize the benefit of these new resources. 

The Town’s existing Waste Disposal Site (WDS) was originally established in 1981, and operates under 
Certificate of Approval (C of A) No. A580604 issued by the Ontario Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change (MOECC). The WDS has operated as the primary waste disposal site serving the Town 
of Smooth Rock Falls (including the former Township of Kendrey) for over 35 years. The 2.95 hectare 
(ha) WDS is situated on a 9.04 ha Site, and has an approved capacity of 89,500 cubic metres (m3). The 
remaining life of the WDS is estimated to range between 2.9 to 4.5 years based on the current fill rate. 
The Town hopes to prolong the life of the existing WDS by establishing additional diversion programs and 
implementing measures to increase the operational efficiency. However, with such limited site life 
remaining, program changes and operational efficiencies can only extend the life of the WDS for so long. 
As such, it is inevitable that the Town will need additional disposal capacity in the near future.  

The Town is proposing to expand the limits of the WDS under the Environmental Screening Process 
legislated under Ontario Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The proposed expansion 
will increase the disposal capacity by approximately 83,000 m3, increasing the total capacity of the WDS 
to approximately 172,500 m3. The Town’s Waste Management Strategic Plan identifies the expansion of 
the WDS as a key long term waste management objective. The horizontal and vertical expansion of the 
WDS would increase capacity and subsequently extend the life of the Site. Increasing the capacity of the 
WDS would avoid the potential for further environmental impacts associated with establishing a new 
landfill site or hauling the waste long distances to another site. The expansion of the WDS will satisfy 
phase one of the Town’s Waste Management Strategic Plan while meeting the long-term waste 
management needs of the community. Further, the Province of Ontario has recently introduced the Waste 

Free Ontario Act (WFOA), which has identified interim waste diversion goals, ultimately moving the 
Province of Ontario towards a “waste-free” future. While Ontario works towards the diversion goals 
identified in the WFOA, and in particular the Strategy for a Waste Free Ontario: Building the Circular 
Economy (Strategy), there will still be a need for landfill space. The Strategy discusses how the Province 
would carefully consider the need and location of landfills, including the expansion of existing sites. 
Increasing the capacity of the Town’s existing WDS, would ensure that a new landfill would not be 
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required. The additional capacity for the WDS will be in sync with the Province’s diversion goals over a 
30-year period, as well as with the Town’s implementation of other waste diversion initiatives as outlined 
in their 20 year Waste Management Strategic Plan. 

The Town is also proposing to amend the service area for the WDS to accommodate waste generated 
within other nearby municipalities. This would align with the Strategic Waste Management Plan, which 
identified the potential for establishing partnerships with neighbouring municipalities to share waste 
management services and associated costs. Initial discussions on potential cooperation with 
neighbouring municipalities related to collection, disposal and equipment are at the formative stages. 
Specifically, the Town has discussed shared services from a waste disposal perspective, as well as the 
collection of both recyclables and residual waste.  

In conjunction with the proposed expansion, the Town will also update the existing Design and 
Operations Report for the WDS to reflect changes to the design, expanded service area, updated 
operating procedures, as well as closure and end use considerations. 

Based on the preceding information, the proposed undertaking is to expand the existing WDS to ensure 
the Town has adequate landfill capacity, while having regard for the incremental diversion goals and 
programs outlined in the WFOA and the Town’s 20 year Waste Management Strategic Plan. 
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Screening Criteria Checklist 

At the beginning of the Environmental Screening, the Screening Criteria Checklist (provided as 
Schedule I, pp 62 – 64, to the "Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste 
Management Projects") is to be completed based on the information provided in the Project Description. 
The Screening Criteria reflect the broad definition of “environment” contained in the EA Act.  

As noted in the Guide: 

"The Screening Criteria are presented in the form of a checklist with the option of a "Yes" or "No" 
response. Mitigation measures are not to be considered in concluding whether there is "No" potential 
environmental effect. That is, the proponent is required to answer "Yes" even if the proponent believes 
that a potential environmental effect could likely be mitigated. The reason for requiring a "Yes" is to 
ensure that mitigation measures are open to discussion and review. Another reason for this approach is 
that further discussion and review of a potential effect may reveal that there is no actual effect, in which 
case no mitigation is required. Where a "Yes" has been identified, the proponent is to provide additional 
information in the Environmental Screening Report, explaining the potential effect(s), methods to mitigate 
or address the effect(s), any net effects that are anticipated and if so, their significance. Even where the 
proponent indicates that "No" environmental effects are anticipated, it is recommended that additional 
information be provided in the Environmental Screening Report in order to support the “no effects” 
conclusion”. Each criterion is based on a question which is prefaced with the phrase, “Might the 
Project…”. The table below has been completed as the first step of the Environmental Screening Process 
based on the project description provided above:  

Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
1. Surface and Ground Water

1.1 
Cause negative effects on 
surface water quality, 
quantities or flow? 

X

Drainage swales and an offtake ditch are located 
on-Site, eventually discharging to Tucker Creek in 
the east. No changes to water quality, quantity or 
flow are anticipated as a result of the landfill 
expansion. A Surface Water Study will explore this. 

1.2 
Cause negative effects on 
ground water quality, quantity 
or movement? 

X

The proposed landfill expansion would result in 
additional waste being placed at the Site. This may 
create additional leachate, thereby leading to 
increased potential for leachate to interact with 
groundwater. A Geology and Hydrogeology Study 
will explore this. 

1.3 

Cause significant 
sedimentation or soil erosion 
or shoreline or riverbank 
erosion on or off site? 

X

Significant sedimentation or soil erosion is not 
anticipated as a result of the proposed landfill 
expansion. Changes to the existing surface 
drainage patterns and the potential for 
sedimentation/erosion will be considered in the 
Surface Water Study. 

1.4 Cause negative effects on 
surface or ground water from 

X Leachate created as a result of the additional 
waste has the potential to impact surface and 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
accidental spills or releases 
(e.g., leachate) to the 
environment? 

ground water. This will be explored in the Surface 
Water and Geology and Hydrogeology studies. 

2. Land

2.1 

Cause negative effects on 
residential, commercial, 
institutional or other sensitive 
land uses within 500 metres 
from the site boundary? 

X
No residential, commercial, institutional or other 
sensitive land uses are located within 500 metres 
from the Site boundary. 

2.2 

Not be consistent with the 
Provincial Policy Statement, 
provincial land use or resource 
management plans? 

X
No, the proposed expansion will align with the 
Provincial Policy Statement, provincial land use 
and resource management plans. 

2.3 

Be inconsistent with municipal 
land use policies, plans and 
zoning bylaws (including 
municipal setbacks)? 

X
No, the proposed expansion will align with 
municipal land use policies, plans and zoning 
bylaws (including municipal setbacks). 

2.4 
Use lands not zoned as 
industrial, heavy industrial or 
waste disposal? 

X

No, the proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site, 
which carries the appropriate zoning category for 
this established facility (waste management 
facility). 

2.5 Use hazard lands or unstable 
lands subject to erosion? X No, the proposed expansion will not use hazard 

lands or unstable lands subject to erosion. 

2.6 
Cause negative effects related 
to the remediation of 
contaminated land? 

X No, the proposed expansion will not take place on 
land deemed to be contaminated. 

3. Air and Noise

3.1 

Cause negative effects on air 
quality due to emissions (for 
parameters such as 
temperature, thermal treatment 
exhaust flue gas volume, 
nitrogen dioxide, sulphur 
dioxide, residual oxygen, 
opacity, hydrogen chloride, 
suspended particulates, or 
other contaminants)? 

X
No negative effects on air quality associated with 
the emissions parameters noted in criterion 3.1 are 
anticipated as a result of the proposed expansion 

3.2 

Cause negative effects from 
the emission of greenhouse 
gases (e.g., carbon dioxide, 
carbon monoxide, methane)? 

X

The proposed expansion will result in increased 
greenhouse gas emissions due to the increased 
waste volume. The Town is exploring options for 
the diversion of source-separated organic waste, 
which is a significant contributor to the generation 
of landfill gas (i.e., methane and carbon dioxide). 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 

3.3 Cause negative effects from 
the emission of dust or odour? X

Dust and odour emissions may occur as a result of 
the proposed expansion due to vehicle traffic on 
unpaved roads and in the absence of odour best 
management practices (BMPs), such as applying 
daily cover, minimizing the landfill working face, 
etc. The nearest residence is approximately 3 to 5 
km away from the Site, therefore no impacts are 
expected as a result of dust and odour from the 
landfill.  

3.4 Cause negative effects from 
the emission of noise? X

On-Site equipment and truck traffic may create 
noise. The nearest residence is approximately 3 to 
5 km away from the Site, therefore no impacts are 
expected as a result of noise from the landfill. 

3.5 
Cause light pollution from 
trucks or other operational 
activities at the site? 

X Landfill operating hours do not require the use of 
lights. 

4. Natural Environment

4.1 

Cause negative effects on rare 
(vulnerable), threatened or 
endangered species of flora or 
fauna or their habitat? 

X

There is potential for rare (vulnerable), threatened 
or endangered species of flora and/or fauna and/or 
their habitat to occur within the proposed 
expansion area. A Natural Environment Study will 
explore this. 

4.2 

Cause negative effects on 
protected natural areas such 
as, ANSIs, ESAs or other 
significant natural areas? 

X

There is potential for protected natural areas or 
other significant natural areas to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.3 Cause negative effects on 
designated wetlands? X

There is potential for designated wetlands to occur 
within the proposed expansion area. A Natural 
Environment Study will explore this. 

4.4 
Cause negative effects on 
wildlife habitat, populations, 
corridors or movement? 

X

There is potential for wildlife habitat, populations, 
corridors or movement to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.5 

Cause negative effects on fish 
or their habitat, spawning, 
movement or environmental 
conditions (e.g., water 
temperature, turbidity, etc.)? 

X

There is potential for negative effects on fish or 
their habitat, spawning, movement or 
environmental conditions (e.g., water temperature, 
turbidity, etc.) as a result of the proposed 
expansion in nearby Tucker Creek. A Natural 
Environment Study will explore this. 

4.6 
Cause negative effects on 
locally important or valued 
ecosystems or vegetation? 

X

There is potential for locally important or valued 
ecosystems or vegetation to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.7 Increase bird hazards within 
the area that could impact 

X While the proposed expansion may slightly 
increase the attraction for birds, there are no 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
surrounding land uses 
(e.g., airports)? 

airports in the vicinity of the landfill and the nearest 
residence is approximately 3 to 5 km away from 
the site so, therefore, no potential to impact 
surrounding land uses. 

5. Resources

5.1 

Result in practices inconsistent 
with waste studies and/or 
waste diversion targets 
(e.g., result in final disposal of 
materials subject to diversion 
programs)? 

X

Diversion of recyclables such as aluminium/steel 
cans, plastic bottles/containers, paper/cardboard, 
cartons and juice boxes, and glass bottles/jars 
occurs at the source. Scrap metal is segregated at 
the landfill Site and scrap metal contactors are 
contracted on an as-needed basis to collect this 
material for recycling. White goods are segregated 
at the landfill Site, decommissioned and tagged by 
a qualified technician, and removed by a scrap 
metal contactor on an as-needed basis. Tires are 
collected at the landfill under the OTS Program 
and picked up and disposed of by a third party. 
Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment 
(WEEE) received at the landfill is placed in a roll-
off bin and shipped for processing at a private 
facility. 

5.2 
Result in generation of energy 
that cannot be captured and 
utilized? 

X

A small amount of methane would be produced by 
the landfill expansion; however, the landfill capacity 
is well below the threshold requiring landfill gas 
capture (1.5 million m3). 

5.3 

Be located a distance from 
required infrastructure (such as 
availability to customers, 
markets and other factors)? 

X The landfill is located approximately 10 km east of 
the Town of Smooth Rock Falls. 

5.4 

Cause negative effects on the 
use of Canada Land Inventory 
Class 1-3, specialty crop or 
locally significant agricultural 
lands? 

X

Soil at the landfill is classified as Class 3, 
according to the Canada Land Inventory; however, 
the proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site 

5.5 
Cause negative effects on 
existing agricultural 
production? 

X

The proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site. 
There are no agricultural operations surrounding 
the Site. 

6. Socio-economic

6.1 
Cause negative effects on 
neighbourhood or community 
character? 

X The closest residence is approximately 3 to 5 km 
away from the site. 

6.2 Result in aesthetics impacts 
(e.g., visual and litter impacts)? X The closest residence is approximately 3 to 5 km 

away from the site. 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 

6.3 
Cause negative effects on 
local businesses, institutions or 
public facilities? 

X

The proposed expansion will not negatively impact 
local businesses, institutions or public facilities as 
none of these uses existing within 3-5 km of the 
Site. 

6.4 
Cause negative effects on 
recreation, cottaging or 
tourism? 

X
The proposed expansion will not negatively impact 
recreation, cottaging or tourism as none of these 
uses existing within 3-5 km of the Site. 

6.5 

Cause negative effects related 
to increases in the demands 
on community services and 
infrastructure? 

X
The proposed expansion will not increase the 
demands on community services and 
infrastructure. 

6.6 
Cause negative effects on the 
economic base of a 
municipality or community? 

X
The proposed expansion will positively impact the 
economic base of the Town, as the Town will not 
have to pay to dispose of their waste elsewhere. 

6.7 
Cause negative effects on 
local employment and labour 
supply? 

X

The proposed expansion will positively impact local 
employment, as the landfill will remain operational, 
requiring several management and operational 
staff. 

6.8 Cause negative effects related 
to traffic? X

The proposed expansion will not impact traffic as 
the landfill is located approximately 10 km east of 
the Town of Smooth Rock Falls. 

6.9 
Be located within 8 km of an 
aerodrome/airport reference 
point? 

X The landfill is not located within 8 km of an 
aerodrome/airport reference point. 

6.10 
Interfere with flight paths due 
to the construction of facilities 
with height (i.e. stacks)? 

X The proposed expansion will not include the 
construction of facilities with height. 

6.11 Cause negative effects on 
public health and safety? X

The proposed expansion will operate under an 
amended ECA for the landfill, ensuring there are 
no negative effects to public health or safety. 

7. Heritage and Culture

7.1 

Cause negative effects on 
heritage buildings, structures 
or sites, archaeological sites or 
areas of archaeological 
importance, or cultural heritage 
landscapes? 

X

There are no known heritage buildings, structures 
or sites, archaeological sites or areas of 
archaeological importance, or cultural heritage 
landscapes on the Waste Disposal Site. This will 
be confirmed through completion of Ministry of 
Tourism, Culture and Sport checklists and, if 
required, Archaeological and/or Cultural Heritage 
assessments. 

7.2 
Cause negative effects on 
scenic or aesthetically pleasing 
landscapes or views? 

X

The proposed expansion will not cause negative 
effects on scenic or aesthetically pleasing 
landscapes or views as it is located approximately 
2.9 km north of Highway 11 and 3-5 km northwest 
of the closest residence. 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
8. Aboriginal

8.1 

Cause negative effects on 
land, resources, traditional 
activities or other interests of 
Aboriginal communities?

X
The Waste Disposal Site is not subject to any land 
claims, however consultation with Indigenous 
groups will take place throughout the Screening. 

9. Other

9.1 
Result in the creation of 
non-hazardous waste 
materials requiring disposal?

X
The soils excavated from the proposed expansion 
area will be used for daily cover at the Waste 
Disposal Site. 

9.2 
Result in the creation of 
hazardous waste materials 
requiring disposal? 

X No hazardous waste will be created as a result of 
the proposed expansion. 

9.3 

Cause any other negative 
environmental effects not 
covered by the criteria outlined 
above? 

X No other negative environmental effects are 
anticipated as a result of the proposed expansion. 
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Brown, Erika

From: Brown, Erika
Sent: Thursday, May 11, 2017 5:51 PM
To: 'chief@mfnrez.ca'; 'landsresources@mfnrez.ca'
Cc: Shoniker, Blair; 'luc.denault@townsrf.ca'
Subject: Notice of Commencement & Open House - Environmental Screening Study for the 

Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill
Attachments: Smooth Rock Falls - Notice of Commencement & Open House.pdf; Smooth Rock Falls - 

Notice of Commencement & Open House_Batisse.pdf

Dear Chief Batisse, 

The Town of Smooth Rock Falls  (Town)  is proposing  to expand  the  limits of  the waste disposal area at  their Municipal Landfill  to 

accommodate an expansion of approximately 83,000 m3 and optimize site operations. Additionally, the Town is proposing to amend

the Municipal Landfill service area to accommodate waste received from within other close proximity municipalities.  

Presently, the Town operates a 2.95 ha waste disposal site on a 9.04 ha property (see attached map). The Landfill has been operational,

accepting Municipal  solid waste  since  1986,  and  is  rapidly  approaching  its  total  approved  capacity  of  89,500 m3.  The  proposed 

expansion will increase the total landfill capacity to approximately 172,500 m3, allowing for the life of the landfill to be extended.  

The expansion was identified within the Smooth Rock Falls Waste Management Strategic Plan, which will complement the recycling 

and diversion programs  that have been  implemented within  the Town. The expansion will provide a  secure and  long  term post‐

diversion waste disposal option for Town residents and will prevent the need to establish a new Municipal Landfill and the high costs 

associated with that. 

The study will follow the Environmental Screening Process  legislated for  landfills undergoing an expansion between 40,000 m3 and 

100,000 m3 of additional waste disposal capacity under Ontario Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The Study will 

be  conducted  in  accordance with  the planning  and design process outlined  in Ontario Ministry of  the  Environment  and Climate

Change’s Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, dated March 2007.  

The Screening process includes identifying and applying screening criteria to determine and describe potential environmental effects,

public/external agency consultation, and the development of measures to mitigate  identified environmental effects. The results of 

the Study will be documented  in an Environmental Screening Report, which will be  released  for  review  to  the public, Aboriginal

communities, and government agencies. 

Public Participation will form an integral part of the Environmental Screening Study to ensure that the ongoing concerns of the 
public and affected groups are identified, documented and assessed. A public open house will be held to enable the public to meet 
the project team and to provide feedback on the proposed undertaking. Details on the public open house are as follows:  

 
Date: May 24, 2017 
Time: 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
Location: Smooth Rock Falls Curling Club, Reg Lamy Cultural Centre, 133 5th St, Smooth Rock Falls 
 
Consultation with Aboriginal communities is an important element of the Environmental Assessment process. Should you or your 
Council wish to become involved in the Environmental Assessment process or discuss the project, we would be pleased to work with 
you to develop and carry out separate events specifically designed to engage your community in meaningful discussions concerning 
the project. 
 
As per the Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, the Town of Smooth Rock Falls has 
prepared the Project Description and Draft Screening Criteria Checklist that are attached to this letter for your information. 
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Please let us know if you are interested in engaging in discussions and providing input to our project. We will keep you up to date on 
new developments. Please do not hesitate to ask any questions. For further information on the proposed study, please contact the 
undersigned. 
 
Regards, 
Erika Brown 
 
on behalf of 

 
Blair Shoniker, MA., RPP 
Senior Waste & Environmental Planner 
 
GHD 
T: 905 429 5040 | F: 905 432 7877 | C: 647 525 9798 | E: blair.shoniker@ghd.com 
65 Sunray Street Whitby ON L1N 8Y3 | www.ghd.com 

WATER | ENERGY & RESOURCES | ENVIRONMENT | PROPERTY & BUILDINGS | TRANSPORTATION 
 
Please consider our environment before printing this email 
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May 11, 2017 

Chief Alex ‘Sonny’ Batisse 
Matachewan First Nation 
P.O. Box 160 
Matachewan, ON P0K 1M0 

Dear Chief Batisse: 

Re: Notice of Commencement and Public Open House 
Environmental Screening Study for the Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill 

The Town of Smooth Rock Falls (Town) is proposing to expand the limits of the waste disposal area at 
their Municipal Landfill to accommodate an expansion of approximately 83,000 m3 and optimize site 
operations. Additionally, the Town is proposing to amend the Municipal Landfill service area to 
accommodate waste received from within other close proximity municipalities. 

Presently, the Town operates a 2.95 ha waste disposal site on a 9.04 ha property (see attached map). 
The Landfill has been operational, accepting Municipal solid waste since 1986, and is rapidly approaching 
its total approved capacity of 89,500 m3. The proposed expansion will increase the total landfill capacity to 
approximately 172,500 m3, allowing for the life of the landfill to be extended.  

The expansion was identified within the Smooth Rock Falls Waste Management Strategic Plan, which will 
complement the recycling and diversion programs that have been implemented within the Town. The 
expansion will provide a secure and long term post-diversion waste disposal option for Town residents 
and will prevent the need to establish a new Municipal Landfill and the high costs associated with that. 

The study will follow the Environmental Screening Process legislated for landfills undergoing an 
expansion between 40,000 m3 and 100,000 m3 of additional waste disposal capacity under Ontario 
Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The Study will be conducted in accordance with 
the planning and design process outlined in Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s 
Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, dated March 2007. 

The Screening process includes identifying and applying screening criteria to determine and describe 
potential environmental effects, public/external agency consultation, and the development of measures to 
mitigate identified environmental effects. The results of the Study will be documented in an Environmental 
Screening Report, which will be released for review to the public, Aboriginal communities, and 
government agencies. 

Public Participation will form an integral part of the Environmental Screening Study to ensure that the 
ongoing concerns of the public and affected groups are identified, documented and assessed. A public 
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open house will be held to enable the public to meet the project team and to provide feedback on the 
proposed undertaking. Details on the public open house are as follows:  

Date: May 24, 2017

Time: 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Location: Smooth Rock Falls Curling Club, Reg Lamy Cultural Centre, 133 5th St, Smooth Rock Falls 

Consultation with Aboriginal communities is an important element of the Environmental Assessment 
process. Should you or your Council wish to become involved in the Environmental Assessment process 
or discuss the project, we would be pleased to work with you to develop and carry out separate events 
specifically designed to engage your community in meaningful discussions concerning the project. 

As per the Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, the Town 
of Smooth Rock Falls has prepared the Project Description and Draft Screening Criteria Checklist that are 
attached to this letter for your information. 

Please let us know if you are interested in engaging in discussions and providing input to our project. We 
will keep you up to date on new developments. Please do not hesitate to ask any questions. For further 
information on the proposed study, please contact the undersigned. 

Sincerely, 

Luc Denault 
Town of Smooth Rock falls 
P.O. Box 249 
142 First Avenue 
Smooth Rock Falls, ON P0L 2B0 
T: 705-338-2717  
E-mail: luc.denault@townsrf.ca 

Blair Shoniker, MA., RPP 
Senior Environmental & Waste Planner 
GHD Limited 
T: 905-429-5040  
E-mail: blair.shoniker@ghd.com 

EB/sw/1 

Encl. 
All personal information included in a submission - such as name, address, telephone number and property 
location - is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the 
purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the Environmental 
Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s.37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA). Personal information 
you submit will become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your 
personal information remain confidential. For more information, please contact the Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change's Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at (416) 327-1434.
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Project Description 

Waste management has long been an afterthought for many small, rural communities in northern Ontario. 
In the absence of clear, mandated requirements for waste management in these communities, many have 
seen no reason to move beyond the status quo. However, with the advent of the Waste-Free Ontario Act 
and the recent release of the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change (MOECC) guidance 
document for Solid Waste Management for Northern and Remote Communities, significant changes are on 
the horizon, including for the Town of Smooth Rock Falls (Town). 

Facing a declining population, the departure of key industries, and limited disposal capacity, the Town 
took a bold step and implemented a long-term solid waste management strategy through adoption of its 
20 year Waste Management Strategic Plan. Less than a year in, the Town has made significant 
investments in new equipment and resources, and has successfully implemented a curbside recycling 
program that serves all residential, commercial, and institutional facets of the community. Looking beyond 
their own borders, the Town has also initiated discussions on shared-services with neighbouring 
municipalities in order to maximize the benefit of these new resources. 

The Town’s existing Waste Disposal Site (WDS) was originally established in 1981, and operates under 
Certificate of Approval (C of A) No. A580604 issued by the Ontario Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change (MOECC). The WDS has operated as the primary waste disposal site serving the Town 
of Smooth Rock Falls (including the former Township of Kendrey) for over 35 years. The 2.95 hectare 
(ha) WDS is situated on a 9.04 ha Site, and has an approved capacity of 89,500 cubic metres (m3). The 
remaining life of the WDS is estimated to range between 2.9 to 4.5 years based on the current fill rate. 
The Town hopes to prolong the life of the existing WDS by establishing additional diversion programs and 
implementing measures to increase the operational efficiency. However, with such limited site life 
remaining, program changes and operational efficiencies can only extend the life of the WDS for so long. 
As such, it is inevitable that the Town will need additional disposal capacity in the near future.  

The Town is proposing to expand the limits of the WDS under the Environmental Screening Process 
legislated under Ontario Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The proposed expansion 
will increase the disposal capacity by approximately 83,000 m3, increasing the total capacity of the WDS 
to approximately 172,500 m3. The Town’s Waste Management Strategic Plan identifies the expansion of 
the WDS as a key long term waste management objective. The horizontal and vertical expansion of the 
WDS would increase capacity and subsequently extend the life of the Site. Increasing the capacity of the 
WDS would avoid the potential for further environmental impacts associated with establishing a new 
landfill site or hauling the waste long distances to another site. The expansion of the WDS will satisfy 
phase one of the Town’s Waste Management Strategic Plan while meeting the long-term waste 
management needs of the community. Further, the Province of Ontario has recently introduced the Waste 

Free Ontario Act (WFOA), which has identified interim waste diversion goals, ultimately moving the 
Province of Ontario towards a “waste-free” future. While Ontario works towards the diversion goals 
identified in the WFOA, and in particular the Strategy for a Waste Free Ontario: Building the Circular 
Economy (Strategy), there will still be a need for landfill space. The Strategy discusses how the Province 
would carefully consider the need and location of landfills, including the expansion of existing sites. 
Increasing the capacity of the Town’s existing WDS, would ensure that a new landfill would not be 
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required. The additional capacity for the WDS will be in sync with the Province’s diversion goals over a 
30-year period, as well as with the Town’s implementation of other waste diversion initiatives as outlined 
in their 20 year Waste Management Strategic Plan. 

The Town is also proposing to amend the service area for the WDS to accommodate waste generated 
within other nearby municipalities. This would align with the Strategic Waste Management Plan, which 
identified the potential for establishing partnerships with neighbouring municipalities to share waste 
management services and associated costs. Initial discussions on potential cooperation with 
neighbouring municipalities related to collection, disposal and equipment are at the formative stages. 
Specifically, the Town has discussed shared services from a waste disposal perspective, as well as the 
collection of both recyclables and residual waste.  

In conjunction with the proposed expansion, the Town will also update the existing Design and 
Operations Report for the WDS to reflect changes to the design, expanded service area, updated 
operating procedures, as well as closure and end use considerations. 

Based on the preceding information, the proposed undertaking is to expand the existing WDS to ensure 
the Town has adequate landfill capacity, while having regard for the incremental diversion goals and 
programs outlined in the WFOA and the Town’s 20 year Waste Management Strategic Plan. 
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Screening Criteria Checklist 

At the beginning of the Environmental Screening, the Screening Criteria Checklist (provided as 
Schedule I, pp 62 – 64, to the "Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste 
Management Projects") is to be completed based on the information provided in the Project Description. 
The Screening Criteria reflect the broad definition of “environment” contained in the EA Act.  

As noted in the Guide: 

"The Screening Criteria are presented in the form of a checklist with the option of a "Yes" or "No" 
response. Mitigation measures are not to be considered in concluding whether there is "No" potential 
environmental effect. That is, the proponent is required to answer "Yes" even if the proponent believes 
that a potential environmental effect could likely be mitigated. The reason for requiring a "Yes" is to 
ensure that mitigation measures are open to discussion and review. Another reason for this approach is 
that further discussion and review of a potential effect may reveal that there is no actual effect, in which 
case no mitigation is required. Where a "Yes" has been identified, the proponent is to provide additional 
information in the Environmental Screening Report, explaining the potential effect(s), methods to mitigate 
or address the effect(s), any net effects that are anticipated and if so, their significance. Even where the 
proponent indicates that "No" environmental effects are anticipated, it is recommended that additional 
information be provided in the Environmental Screening Report in order to support the “no effects” 
conclusion”. Each criterion is based on a question which is prefaced with the phrase, “Might the 
Project…”. The table below has been completed as the first step of the Environmental Screening Process 
based on the project description provided above:  

Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
1. Surface and Ground Water

1.1 
Cause negative effects on 
surface water quality, 
quantities or flow? 

X

Drainage swales and an offtake ditch are located 
on-Site, eventually discharging to Tucker Creek in 
the east. No changes to water quality, quantity or 
flow are anticipated as a result of the landfill 
expansion. A Surface Water Study will explore this. 

1.2 
Cause negative effects on 
ground water quality, quantity 
or movement? 

X

The proposed landfill expansion would result in 
additional waste being placed at the Site. This may 
create additional leachate, thereby leading to 
increased potential for leachate to interact with 
groundwater. A Geology and Hydrogeology Study 
will explore this. 

1.3 

Cause significant 
sedimentation or soil erosion 
or shoreline or riverbank 
erosion on or off site? 

X

Significant sedimentation or soil erosion is not 
anticipated as a result of the proposed landfill 
expansion. Changes to the existing surface 
drainage patterns and the potential for 
sedimentation/erosion will be considered in the 
Surface Water Study. 

1.4 Cause negative effects on 
surface or ground water from 

X Leachate created as a result of the additional 
waste has the potential to impact surface and 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
accidental spills or releases 
(e.g., leachate) to the 
environment? 

ground water. This will be explored in the Surface 
Water and Geology and Hydrogeology studies. 

2. Land

2.1 

Cause negative effects on 
residential, commercial, 
institutional or other sensitive 
land uses within 500 metres 
from the site boundary? 

X
No residential, commercial, institutional or other 
sensitive land uses are located within 500 metres 
from the Site boundary. 

2.2 

Not be consistent with the 
Provincial Policy Statement, 
provincial land use or resource 
management plans? 

X
No, the proposed expansion will align with the 
Provincial Policy Statement, provincial land use 
and resource management plans. 

2.3 

Be inconsistent with municipal 
land use policies, plans and 
zoning bylaws (including 
municipal setbacks)? 

X
No, the proposed expansion will align with 
municipal land use policies, plans and zoning 
bylaws (including municipal setbacks). 

2.4 
Use lands not zoned as 
industrial, heavy industrial or 
waste disposal? 

X

No, the proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site, 
which carries the appropriate zoning category for 
this established facility (waste management 
facility). 

2.5 Use hazard lands or unstable 
lands subject to erosion? X No, the proposed expansion will not use hazard 

lands or unstable lands subject to erosion. 

2.6 
Cause negative effects related 
to the remediation of 
contaminated land? 

X No, the proposed expansion will not take place on 
land deemed to be contaminated. 

3. Air and Noise

3.1 

Cause negative effects on air 
quality due to emissions (for 
parameters such as 
temperature, thermal treatment 
exhaust flue gas volume, 
nitrogen dioxide, sulphur 
dioxide, residual oxygen, 
opacity, hydrogen chloride, 
suspended particulates, or 
other contaminants)? 

X
No negative effects on air quality associated with 
the emissions parameters noted in criterion 3.1 are 
anticipated as a result of the proposed expansion 

3.2 

Cause negative effects from 
the emission of greenhouse 
gases (e.g., carbon dioxide, 
carbon monoxide, methane)? 

X

The proposed expansion will result in increased 
greenhouse gas emissions due to the increased 
waste volume. The Town is exploring options for 
the diversion of source-separated organic waste, 
which is a significant contributor to the generation 
of landfill gas (i.e., methane and carbon dioxide). 



Town of Smooth Rock Falls

Town of Smooth Rock Falls – Notice of Commencement – Environmental Screening Study for the Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill 8

Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 

3.3 Cause negative effects from 
the emission of dust or odour? X

Dust and odour emissions may occur as a result of 
the proposed expansion due to vehicle traffic on 
unpaved roads and in the absence of odour best 
management practices (BMPs), such as applying 
daily cover, minimizing the landfill working face, 
etc. The nearest residence is approximately 3 to 5 
km away from the Site, therefore no impacts are 
expected as a result of dust and odour from the 
landfill.  

3.4 Cause negative effects from 
the emission of noise? X

On-Site equipment and truck traffic may create 
noise. The nearest residence is approximately 3 to 
5 km away from the Site, therefore no impacts are 
expected as a result of noise from the landfill. 

3.5 
Cause light pollution from 
trucks or other operational 
activities at the site? 

X Landfill operating hours do not require the use of 
lights. 

4. Natural Environment

4.1 

Cause negative effects on rare 
(vulnerable), threatened or 
endangered species of flora or 
fauna or their habitat? 

X

There is potential for rare (vulnerable), threatened 
or endangered species of flora and/or fauna and/or 
their habitat to occur within the proposed 
expansion area. A Natural Environment Study will 
explore this. 

4.2 

Cause negative effects on 
protected natural areas such 
as, ANSIs, ESAs or other 
significant natural areas? 

X

There is potential for protected natural areas or 
other significant natural areas to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.3 Cause negative effects on 
designated wetlands? X

There is potential for designated wetlands to occur 
within the proposed expansion area. A Natural 
Environment Study will explore this. 

4.4 
Cause negative effects on 
wildlife habitat, populations, 
corridors or movement? 

X

There is potential for wildlife habitat, populations, 
corridors or movement to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.5 

Cause negative effects on fish 
or their habitat, spawning, 
movement or environmental 
conditions (e.g., water 
temperature, turbidity, etc.)? 

X

There is potential for negative effects on fish or 
their habitat, spawning, movement or 
environmental conditions (e.g., water temperature, 
turbidity, etc.) as a result of the proposed 
expansion in nearby Tucker Creek. A Natural 
Environment Study will explore this. 

4.6 
Cause negative effects on 
locally important or valued 
ecosystems or vegetation? 

X

There is potential for locally important or valued 
ecosystems or vegetation to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.7 Increase bird hazards within 
the area that could impact 

X While the proposed expansion may slightly 
increase the attraction for birds, there are no 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
surrounding land uses 
(e.g., airports)? 

airports in the vicinity of the landfill and the nearest 
residence is approximately 3 to 5 km away from 
the site so, therefore, no potential to impact 
surrounding land uses. 

5. Resources

5.1 

Result in practices inconsistent 
with waste studies and/or 
waste diversion targets 
(e.g., result in final disposal of 
materials subject to diversion 
programs)? 

X

Diversion of recyclables such as aluminium/steel 
cans, plastic bottles/containers, paper/cardboard, 
cartons and juice boxes, and glass bottles/jars 
occurs at the source. Scrap metal is segregated at 
the landfill Site and scrap metal contactors are 
contracted on an as-needed basis to collect this 
material for recycling. White goods are segregated 
at the landfill Site, decommissioned and tagged by 
a qualified technician, and removed by a scrap 
metal contactor on an as-needed basis. Tires are 
collected at the landfill under the OTS Program 
and picked up and disposed of by a third party. 
Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment 
(WEEE) received at the landfill is placed in a roll-
off bin and shipped for processing at a private 
facility. 

5.2 
Result in generation of energy 
that cannot be captured and 
utilized? 

X

A small amount of methane would be produced by 
the landfill expansion; however, the landfill capacity 
is well below the threshold requiring landfill gas 
capture (1.5 million m3). 

5.3 

Be located a distance from 
required infrastructure (such as 
availability to customers, 
markets and other factors)? 

X The landfill is located approximately 10 km east of 
the Town of Smooth Rock Falls. 

5.4 

Cause negative effects on the 
use of Canada Land Inventory 
Class 1-3, specialty crop or 
locally significant agricultural 
lands? 

X

Soil at the landfill is classified as Class 3, 
according to the Canada Land Inventory; however, 
the proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site 

5.5 
Cause negative effects on 
existing agricultural 
production? 

X

The proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site. 
There are no agricultural operations surrounding 
the Site. 

6. Socio-economic

6.1 
Cause negative effects on 
neighbourhood or community 
character? 

X The closest residence is approximately 3 to 5 km 
away from the site. 

6.2 Result in aesthetics impacts 
(e.g., visual and litter impacts)? X The closest residence is approximately 3 to 5 km 

away from the site. 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 

6.3 
Cause negative effects on 
local businesses, institutions or 
public facilities? 

X

The proposed expansion will not negatively impact 
local businesses, institutions or public facilities as 
none of these uses existing within 3-5 km of the 
Site. 

6.4 
Cause negative effects on 
recreation, cottaging or 
tourism? 

X
The proposed expansion will not negatively impact 
recreation, cottaging or tourism as none of these 
uses existing within 3-5 km of the Site. 

6.5 

Cause negative effects related 
to increases in the demands 
on community services and 
infrastructure? 

X
The proposed expansion will not increase the 
demands on community services and 
infrastructure. 

6.6 
Cause negative effects on the 
economic base of a 
municipality or community? 

X
The proposed expansion will positively impact the 
economic base of the Town, as the Town will not 
have to pay to dispose of their waste elsewhere. 

6.7 
Cause negative effects on 
local employment and labour 
supply? 

X

The proposed expansion will positively impact local 
employment, as the landfill will remain operational, 
requiring several management and operational 
staff. 

6.8 Cause negative effects related 
to traffic? X

The proposed expansion will not impact traffic as 
the landfill is located approximately 10 km east of 
the Town of Smooth Rock Falls. 

6.9 
Be located within 8 km of an 
aerodrome/airport reference 
point? 

X The landfill is not located within 8 km of an 
aerodrome/airport reference point. 

6.10 
Interfere with flight paths due 
to the construction of facilities 
with height (i.e. stacks)? 

X The proposed expansion will not include the 
construction of facilities with height. 

6.11 Cause negative effects on 
public health and safety? X

The proposed expansion will operate under an 
amended ECA for the landfill, ensuring there are 
no negative effects to public health or safety. 

7. Heritage and Culture

7.1 

Cause negative effects on 
heritage buildings, structures 
or sites, archaeological sites or 
areas of archaeological 
importance, or cultural heritage 
landscapes? 

X

There are no known heritage buildings, structures 
or sites, archaeological sites or areas of 
archaeological importance, or cultural heritage 
landscapes on the Waste Disposal Site. This will 
be confirmed through completion of Ministry of 
Tourism, Culture and Sport checklists and, if 
required, Archaeological and/or Cultural Heritage 
assessments. 

7.2 
Cause negative effects on 
scenic or aesthetically pleasing 
landscapes or views? 

X

The proposed expansion will not cause negative 
effects on scenic or aesthetically pleasing 
landscapes or views as it is located approximately 
2.9 km north of Highway 11 and 3-5 km northwest 
of the closest residence. 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
8. Aboriginal

8.1 

Cause negative effects on 
land, resources, traditional 
activities or other interests of 
Aboriginal communities?

X
The Waste Disposal Site is not subject to any land 
claims, however consultation with Indigenous 
groups will take place throughout the Screening. 

9. Other

9.1 
Result in the creation of 
non-hazardous waste 
materials requiring disposal?

X
The soils excavated from the proposed expansion 
area will be used for daily cover at the Waste 
Disposal Site. 

9.2 
Result in the creation of 
hazardous waste materials 
requiring disposal? 

X No hazardous waste will be created as a result of 
the proposed expansion. 

9.3 

Cause any other negative 
environmental effects not 
covered by the criteria outlined 
above? 

X No other negative environmental effects are 
anticipated as a result of the proposed expansion. 
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Brown, Erika

From: Brown, Erika
Sent: Thursday, May 11, 2017 5:49 PM
To: 'urgel1@hotmail.com'
Cc: Shoniker, Blair; 'luc.denault@townsrf.ca'
Subject: Notice of Commencement & Open House - Environmental Screening Study for the 

Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill
Attachments: Smooth Rock Falls - Notice of Commencement & Open House.pdf; Smooth Rock Falls - 

Notice of Commencement & Open House_Courville.pdf

Dear Mr. Courville, 

The Town of Smooth Rock Falls  (Town)  is proposing  to expand  the  limits of  the waste disposal area at  their Municipal Landfill  to 

accommodate an expansion of approximately 83,000 m3 and optimize site operations. Additionally, the Town is proposing to amend

the Municipal Landfill service area to accommodate waste received from within other close proximity municipalities.  

Presently, the Town operates a 2.95 ha waste disposal site on a 9.04 ha property (see attached map). The Landfill has been operational,

accepting Municipal  solid waste  since  1986,  and  is  rapidly  approaching  its  total  approved  capacity  of  89,500 m3.  The  proposed 

expansion will increase the total landfill capacity to approximately 172,500 m3, allowing for the life of the landfill to be extended.  

The expansion was identified within the Smooth Rock Falls Waste Management Strategic Plan, which will complement the recycling 

and diversion programs  that have been  implemented within  the Town. The expansion will provide a  secure and  long  term post‐

diversion waste disposal option for Town residents and will prevent the need to establish a new Municipal Landfill and the high costs 

associated with that. 

The study will follow the Environmental Screening Process  legislated for  landfills undergoing an expansion between 40,000 m3 and 

100,000 m3 of additional waste disposal capacity under Ontario Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The Study will 

be  conducted  in  accordance with  the planning  and design process outlined  in Ontario Ministry of  the  Environment  and Climate

Change’s Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, dated March 2007.  

The Screening process includes identifying and applying screening criteria to determine and describe potential environmental effects,

public/external agency consultation, and the development of measures to mitigate  identified environmental effects. The results of 

the Study will be documented  in an Environmental Screening Report, which will be  released  for  review  to  the public, Aboriginal

communities, and government agencies. 

Public Participation will form an integral part of the Environmental Screening Study to ensure that the ongoing concerns of the 
public and affected groups are identified, documented and assessed. A public open house will be held to enable the public to meet 
the project team and to provide feedback on the proposed undertaking. Details on the public open house are as follows:  

 
Date: May 24, 2017 
Time: 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
Location: Smooth Rock Falls Curling Club, Reg Lamy Cultural Centre, 133 5th St, Smooth Rock Falls 
 
Consultation with Aboriginal communities is an important element of the Environmental Assessment process. Should you or your 
Council wish to become involved in the Environmental Assessment process or discuss the project, we would be pleased to work with 
you to develop and carry out separate events specifically designed to engage your community in meaningful discussions concerning 
the project. 
 
As per the Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, the Town of Smooth Rock Falls has 
prepared the Project Description and Draft Screening Criteria Checklist that are attached to this letter for your information. 
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Please let us know if you are interested in engaging in discussions and providing input to our project. We will keep you up to date on 
new developments. Please do not hesitate to ask any questions. For further information on the proposed study, please contact the 
undersigned. 
 
Regards, 
Erika Brown 
 
on behalf of 

 
Blair Shoniker, MA., RPP 
Senior Waste & Environmental Planner 
 
GHD 
T: 905 429 5040 | F: 905 432 7877 | C: 647 525 9798 | E: blair.shoniker@ghd.com 
65 Sunray Street Whitby ON L1N 8Y3 | www.ghd.com 
WATER | ENERGY & RESOURCES | ENVIRONMENT | PROPERTY & BUILDINGS | TRANSPORTATION 
 
Please consider our environment before printing this email 
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May 11, 2017 

Urgil Courville 
President 
Métis Nation of Ontario Northern Lights Métis Council 
P.O. Box 38 
207 6th St. 
Cochrane, ON P0L 1C0 

Dear Mr. Courville: 

Re: Notice of Commencement and Public Open House 
Environmental Screening Study for the Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill 

The Town of Smooth Rock Falls (Town) is proposing to expand the limits of the waste disposal area at 
their Municipal Landfill to accommodate an expansion of approximately 83,000 m3 and optimize site 
operations. Additionally, the Town is proposing to amend the Municipal Landfill service area to 
accommodate waste received from within other close proximity municipalities. 

Presently, the Town operates a 2.95 ha waste disposal site on a 9.04 ha property (see attached map). 
The Landfill has been operational, accepting Municipal solid waste since 1986, and is rapidly approaching 
its total approved capacity of 89,500 m3. The proposed expansion will increase the total landfill capacity to 
approximately 172,500 m3, allowing for the life of the landfill to be extended.  

The expansion was identified within the Smooth Rock Falls Waste Management Strategic Plan, which will 
complement the recycling and diversion programs that have been implemented within the Town. The 
expansion will provide a secure and long term post-diversion waste disposal option for Town residents 
and will prevent the need to establish a new Municipal Landfill and the high costs associated with that. 

The study will follow the Environmental Screening Process legislated for landfills undergoing an 
expansion between 40,000 m3 and 100,000 m3 of additional waste disposal capacity under Ontario 
Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The Study will be conducted in accordance with 
the planning and design process outlined in Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s 
Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, dated March 2007. 

The Screening process includes identifying and applying screening criteria to determine and describe 
potential environmental effects, public/external agency consultation, and the development of measures to 
mitigate identified environmental effects. The results of the Study will be documented in an Environmental 
Screening Report, which will be released for review to the public, Aboriginal communities, and 
government agencies. 

Public Participation will form an integral part of the Environmental Screening Study to ensure that the 
ongoing concerns of the public and affected groups are identified, documented and assessed. A public 
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open house will be held to enable the public to meet the project team and to provide feedback on the 
proposed undertaking. Details on the public open house are as follows:  

Date: May 24, 2017

Time: 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Location: Smooth Rock Falls Curling Club, Reg Lamy Cultural Centre, 133 5th St, Smooth Rock Falls 

Consultation with Aboriginal communities is an important element of the Environmental Assessment 
process. Should you or your Council wish to become involved in the Environmental Assessment process 
or discuss the project, we would be pleased to work with you to develop and carry out separate events 
specifically designed to engage your community in meaningful discussions concerning the project. 

As per the Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, the Town 
of Smooth Rock Falls has prepared the Project Description and Draft Screening Criteria Checklist that are 
attached to this letter for your information. 

Please let us know if you are interested in engaging in discussions and providing input to our project. We 
will keep you up to date on new developments. Please do not hesitate to ask any questions. For further 
information on the proposed study, please contact the undersigned. 

Sincerely, 

Luc Denault 
Town of Smooth Rock falls 
P.O. Box 249 
142 First Avenue 
Smooth Rock Falls, ON P0L 2B0 
T: 705-338-2717  
E-mail: luc.denault@townsrf.ca 

Blair Shoniker, MA., RPP 
Senior Environmental & Waste Planner 
GHD Limited 
T: 905-429-5040  
E-mail: blair.shoniker@ghd.com 

EB/sw/1 

Encl. 
All personal information included in a submission - such as name, address, telephone number and property 
location - is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the 
purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the Environmental 
Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s.37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA). Personal information 
you submit will become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your 
personal information remain confidential. For more information, please contact the Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change's Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at (416) 327-1434.
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Project Description 

Waste management has long been an afterthought for many small, rural communities in northern Ontario. 
In the absence of clear, mandated requirements for waste management in these communities, many have 
seen no reason to move beyond the status quo. However, with the advent of the Waste-Free Ontario Act 
and the recent release of the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change (MOECC) guidance 
document for Solid Waste Management for Northern and Remote Communities, significant changes are on 
the horizon, including for the Town of Smooth Rock Falls (Town). 

Facing a declining population, the departure of key industries, and limited disposal capacity, the Town 
took a bold step and implemented a long-term solid waste management strategy through adoption of its 
20 year Waste Management Strategic Plan. Less than a year in, the Town has made significant 
investments in new equipment and resources, and has successfully implemented a curbside recycling 
program that serves all residential, commercial, and institutional facets of the community. Looking beyond 
their own borders, the Town has also initiated discussions on shared-services with neighbouring 
municipalities in order to maximize the benefit of these new resources. 

The Town’s existing Waste Disposal Site (WDS) was originally established in 1981, and operates under 
Certificate of Approval (C of A) No. A580604 issued by the Ontario Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change (MOECC). The WDS has operated as the primary waste disposal site serving the Town 
of Smooth Rock Falls (including the former Township of Kendrey) for over 35 years. The 2.95 hectare 
(ha) WDS is situated on a 9.04 ha Site, and has an approved capacity of 89,500 cubic metres (m3). The 
remaining life of the WDS is estimated to range between 2.9 to 4.5 years based on the current fill rate. 
The Town hopes to prolong the life of the existing WDS by establishing additional diversion programs and 
implementing measures to increase the operational efficiency. However, with such limited site life 
remaining, program changes and operational efficiencies can only extend the life of the WDS for so long. 
As such, it is inevitable that the Town will need additional disposal capacity in the near future.  

The Town is proposing to expand the limits of the WDS under the Environmental Screening Process 
legislated under Ontario Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The proposed expansion 
will increase the disposal capacity by approximately 83,000 m3, increasing the total capacity of the WDS 
to approximately 172,500 m3. The Town’s Waste Management Strategic Plan identifies the expansion of 
the WDS as a key long term waste management objective. The horizontal and vertical expansion of the 
WDS would increase capacity and subsequently extend the life of the Site. Increasing the capacity of the 
WDS would avoid the potential for further environmental impacts associated with establishing a new 
landfill site or hauling the waste long distances to another site. The expansion of the WDS will satisfy 
phase one of the Town’s Waste Management Strategic Plan while meeting the long-term waste 
management needs of the community. Further, the Province of Ontario has recently introduced the Waste 

Free Ontario Act (WFOA), which has identified interim waste diversion goals, ultimately moving the 
Province of Ontario towards a “waste-free” future. While Ontario works towards the diversion goals 
identified in the WFOA, and in particular the Strategy for a Waste Free Ontario: Building the Circular 
Economy (Strategy), there will still be a need for landfill space. The Strategy discusses how the Province 
would carefully consider the need and location of landfills, including the expansion of existing sites. 
Increasing the capacity of the Town’s existing WDS, would ensure that a new landfill would not be 
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required. The additional capacity for the WDS will be in sync with the Province’s diversion goals over a 
30-year period, as well as with the Town’s implementation of other waste diversion initiatives as outlined 
in their 20 year Waste Management Strategic Plan. 

The Town is also proposing to amend the service area for the WDS to accommodate waste generated 
within other nearby municipalities. This would align with the Strategic Waste Management Plan, which 
identified the potential for establishing partnerships with neighbouring municipalities to share waste 
management services and associated costs. Initial discussions on potential cooperation with 
neighbouring municipalities related to collection, disposal and equipment are at the formative stages. 
Specifically, the Town has discussed shared services from a waste disposal perspective, as well as the 
collection of both recyclables and residual waste.  

In conjunction with the proposed expansion, the Town will also update the existing Design and 
Operations Report for the WDS to reflect changes to the design, expanded service area, updated 
operating procedures, as well as closure and end use considerations. 

Based on the preceding information, the proposed undertaking is to expand the existing WDS to ensure 
the Town has adequate landfill capacity, while having regard for the incremental diversion goals and 
programs outlined in the WFOA and the Town’s 20 year Waste Management Strategic Plan. 
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Screening Criteria Checklist 

At the beginning of the Environmental Screening, the Screening Criteria Checklist (provided as 
Schedule I, pp 62 – 64, to the "Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste 
Management Projects") is to be completed based on the information provided in the Project Description. 
The Screening Criteria reflect the broad definition of “environment” contained in the EA Act.  

As noted in the Guide: 

"The Screening Criteria are presented in the form of a checklist with the option of a "Yes" or "No" 
response. Mitigation measures are not to be considered in concluding whether there is "No" potential 
environmental effect. That is, the proponent is required to answer "Yes" even if the proponent believes 
that a potential environmental effect could likely be mitigated. The reason for requiring a "Yes" is to 
ensure that mitigation measures are open to discussion and review. Another reason for this approach is 
that further discussion and review of a potential effect may reveal that there is no actual effect, in which 
case no mitigation is required. Where a "Yes" has been identified, the proponent is to provide additional 
information in the Environmental Screening Report, explaining the potential effect(s), methods to mitigate 
or address the effect(s), any net effects that are anticipated and if so, their significance. Even where the 
proponent indicates that "No" environmental effects are anticipated, it is recommended that additional 
information be provided in the Environmental Screening Report in order to support the “no effects” 
conclusion”. Each criterion is based on a question which is prefaced with the phrase, “Might the 
Project…”. The table below has been completed as the first step of the Environmental Screening Process 
based on the project description provided above:  

Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
1. Surface and Ground Water

1.1 
Cause negative effects on 
surface water quality, 
quantities or flow? 

X

Drainage swales and an offtake ditch are located 
on-Site, eventually discharging to Tucker Creek in 
the east. No changes to water quality, quantity or 
flow are anticipated as a result of the landfill 
expansion. A Surface Water Study will explore this. 

1.2 
Cause negative effects on 
ground water quality, quantity 
or movement? 

X

The proposed landfill expansion would result in 
additional waste being placed at the Site. This may 
create additional leachate, thereby leading to 
increased potential for leachate to interact with 
groundwater. A Geology and Hydrogeology Study 
will explore this. 

1.3 

Cause significant 
sedimentation or soil erosion 
or shoreline or riverbank 
erosion on or off site? 

X

Significant sedimentation or soil erosion is not 
anticipated as a result of the proposed landfill 
expansion. Changes to the existing surface 
drainage patterns and the potential for 
sedimentation/erosion will be considered in the 
Surface Water Study. 

1.4 Cause negative effects on 
surface or ground water from 

X Leachate created as a result of the additional 
waste has the potential to impact surface and 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
accidental spills or releases 
(e.g., leachate) to the 
environment? 

ground water. This will be explored in the Surface 
Water and Geology and Hydrogeology studies. 

2. Land

2.1 

Cause negative effects on 
residential, commercial, 
institutional or other sensitive 
land uses within 500 metres 
from the site boundary? 

X
No residential, commercial, institutional or other 
sensitive land uses are located within 500 metres 
from the Site boundary. 

2.2 

Not be consistent with the 
Provincial Policy Statement, 
provincial land use or resource 
management plans? 

X
No, the proposed expansion will align with the 
Provincial Policy Statement, provincial land use 
and resource management plans. 

2.3 

Be inconsistent with municipal 
land use policies, plans and 
zoning bylaws (including 
municipal setbacks)? 

X
No, the proposed expansion will align with 
municipal land use policies, plans and zoning 
bylaws (including municipal setbacks). 

2.4 
Use lands not zoned as 
industrial, heavy industrial or 
waste disposal? 

X

No, the proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site, 
which carries the appropriate zoning category for 
this established facility (waste management 
facility). 

2.5 Use hazard lands or unstable 
lands subject to erosion? X No, the proposed expansion will not use hazard 

lands or unstable lands subject to erosion. 

2.6 
Cause negative effects related 
to the remediation of 
contaminated land? 

X No, the proposed expansion will not take place on 
land deemed to be contaminated. 

3. Air and Noise

3.1 

Cause negative effects on air 
quality due to emissions (for 
parameters such as 
temperature, thermal treatment 
exhaust flue gas volume, 
nitrogen dioxide, sulphur 
dioxide, residual oxygen, 
opacity, hydrogen chloride, 
suspended particulates, or 
other contaminants)? 

X
No negative effects on air quality associated with 
the emissions parameters noted in criterion 3.1 are 
anticipated as a result of the proposed expansion 

3.2 

Cause negative effects from 
the emission of greenhouse 
gases (e.g., carbon dioxide, 
carbon monoxide, methane)? 

X

The proposed expansion will result in increased 
greenhouse gas emissions due to the increased 
waste volume. The Town is exploring options for 
the diversion of source-separated organic waste, 
which is a significant contributor to the generation 
of landfill gas (i.e., methane and carbon dioxide). 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 

3.3 Cause negative effects from 
the emission of dust or odour? X

Dust and odour emissions may occur as a result of 
the proposed expansion due to vehicle traffic on 
unpaved roads and in the absence of odour best 
management practices (BMPs), such as applying 
daily cover, minimizing the landfill working face, 
etc. The nearest residence is approximately 3 to 5 
km away from the Site, therefore no impacts are 
expected as a result of dust and odour from the 
landfill.  

3.4 Cause negative effects from 
the emission of noise? X

On-Site equipment and truck traffic may create 
noise. The nearest residence is approximately 3 to 
5 km away from the Site, therefore no impacts are 
expected as a result of noise from the landfill. 

3.5 
Cause light pollution from 
trucks or other operational 
activities at the site? 

X Landfill operating hours do not require the use of 
lights. 

4. Natural Environment

4.1 

Cause negative effects on rare 
(vulnerable), threatened or 
endangered species of flora or 
fauna or their habitat? 

X

There is potential for rare (vulnerable), threatened 
or endangered species of flora and/or fauna and/or 
their habitat to occur within the proposed 
expansion area. A Natural Environment Study will 
explore this. 

4.2 

Cause negative effects on 
protected natural areas such 
as, ANSIs, ESAs or other 
significant natural areas? 

X

There is potential for protected natural areas or 
other significant natural areas to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.3 Cause negative effects on 
designated wetlands? X

There is potential for designated wetlands to occur 
within the proposed expansion area. A Natural 
Environment Study will explore this. 

4.4 
Cause negative effects on 
wildlife habitat, populations, 
corridors or movement? 

X

There is potential for wildlife habitat, populations, 
corridors or movement to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.5 

Cause negative effects on fish 
or their habitat, spawning, 
movement or environmental 
conditions (e.g., water 
temperature, turbidity, etc.)? 

X

There is potential for negative effects on fish or 
their habitat, spawning, movement or 
environmental conditions (e.g., water temperature, 
turbidity, etc.) as a result of the proposed 
expansion in nearby Tucker Creek. A Natural 
Environment Study will explore this. 

4.6 
Cause negative effects on 
locally important or valued 
ecosystems or vegetation? 

X

There is potential for locally important or valued 
ecosystems or vegetation to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.7 Increase bird hazards within 
the area that could impact 

X While the proposed expansion may slightly 
increase the attraction for birds, there are no 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
surrounding land uses 
(e.g., airports)? 

airports in the vicinity of the landfill and the nearest 
residence is approximately 3 to 5 km away from 
the site so, therefore, no potential to impact 
surrounding land uses. 

5. Resources

5.1 

Result in practices inconsistent 
with waste studies and/or 
waste diversion targets 
(e.g., result in final disposal of 
materials subject to diversion 
programs)? 

X

Diversion of recyclables such as aluminium/steel 
cans, plastic bottles/containers, paper/cardboard, 
cartons and juice boxes, and glass bottles/jars 
occurs at the source. Scrap metal is segregated at 
the landfill Site and scrap metal contactors are 
contracted on an as-needed basis to collect this 
material for recycling. White goods are segregated 
at the landfill Site, decommissioned and tagged by 
a qualified technician, and removed by a scrap 
metal contactor on an as-needed basis. Tires are 
collected at the landfill under the OTS Program 
and picked up and disposed of by a third party. 
Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment 
(WEEE) received at the landfill is placed in a roll-
off bin and shipped for processing at a private 
facility. 

5.2 
Result in generation of energy 
that cannot be captured and 
utilized? 

X

A small amount of methane would be produced by 
the landfill expansion; however, the landfill capacity 
is well below the threshold requiring landfill gas 
capture (1.5 million m3). 

5.3 

Be located a distance from 
required infrastructure (such as 
availability to customers, 
markets and other factors)? 

X The landfill is located approximately 10 km east of 
the Town of Smooth Rock Falls. 

5.4 

Cause negative effects on the 
use of Canada Land Inventory 
Class 1-3, specialty crop or 
locally significant agricultural 
lands? 

X

Soil at the landfill is classified as Class 3, 
according to the Canada Land Inventory; however, 
the proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site 

5.5 
Cause negative effects on 
existing agricultural 
production? 

X

The proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site. 
There are no agricultural operations surrounding 
the Site. 

6. Socio-economic

6.1 
Cause negative effects on 
neighbourhood or community 
character? 

X The closest residence is approximately 3 to 5 km 
away from the site. 

6.2 Result in aesthetics impacts 
(e.g., visual and litter impacts)? X The closest residence is approximately 3 to 5 km 

away from the site. 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 

6.3 
Cause negative effects on 
local businesses, institutions or 
public facilities? 

X

The proposed expansion will not negatively impact 
local businesses, institutions or public facilities as 
none of these uses existing within 3-5 km of the 
Site. 

6.4 
Cause negative effects on 
recreation, cottaging or 
tourism? 

X
The proposed expansion will not negatively impact 
recreation, cottaging or tourism as none of these 
uses existing within 3-5 km of the Site. 

6.5 

Cause negative effects related 
to increases in the demands 
on community services and 
infrastructure? 

X
The proposed expansion will not increase the 
demands on community services and 
infrastructure. 

6.6 
Cause negative effects on the 
economic base of a 
municipality or community? 

X
The proposed expansion will positively impact the 
economic base of the Town, as the Town will not 
have to pay to dispose of their waste elsewhere. 

6.7 
Cause negative effects on 
local employment and labour 
supply? 

X

The proposed expansion will positively impact local 
employment, as the landfill will remain operational, 
requiring several management and operational 
staff. 

6.8 Cause negative effects related 
to traffic? X

The proposed expansion will not impact traffic as 
the landfill is located approximately 10 km east of 
the Town of Smooth Rock Falls. 

6.9 
Be located within 8 km of an 
aerodrome/airport reference 
point? 

X The landfill is not located within 8 km of an 
aerodrome/airport reference point. 

6.10 
Interfere with flight paths due 
to the construction of facilities 
with height (i.e. stacks)? 

X The proposed expansion will not include the 
construction of facilities with height. 

6.11 Cause negative effects on 
public health and safety? X

The proposed expansion will operate under an 
amended ECA for the landfill, ensuring there are 
no negative effects to public health or safety. 

7. Heritage and Culture

7.1 

Cause negative effects on 
heritage buildings, structures 
or sites, archaeological sites or 
areas of archaeological 
importance, or cultural heritage 
landscapes? 

X

There are no known heritage buildings, structures 
or sites, archaeological sites or areas of 
archaeological importance, or cultural heritage 
landscapes on the Waste Disposal Site. This will 
be confirmed through completion of Ministry of 
Tourism, Culture and Sport checklists and, if 
required, Archaeological and/or Cultural Heritage 
assessments. 

7.2 
Cause negative effects on 
scenic or aesthetically pleasing 
landscapes or views? 

X

The proposed expansion will not cause negative 
effects on scenic or aesthetically pleasing 
landscapes or views as it is located approximately 
2.9 km north of Highway 11 and 3-5 km northwest 
of the closest residence. 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
8. Aboriginal

8.1 

Cause negative effects on 
land, resources, traditional 
activities or other interests of 
Aboriginal communities?

X
The Waste Disposal Site is not subject to any land 
claims, however consultation with Indigenous 
groups will take place throughout the Screening. 

9. Other

9.1 
Result in the creation of 
non-hazardous waste 
materials requiring disposal?

X
The soils excavated from the proposed expansion 
area will be used for daily cover at the Waste 
Disposal Site. 

9.2 
Result in the creation of 
hazardous waste materials 
requiring disposal? 

X No hazardous waste will be created as a result of 
the proposed expansion. 

9.3 

Cause any other negative 
environmental effects not 
covered by the criteria outlined 
above? 

X No other negative environmental effects are 
anticipated as a result of the proposed expansion. 
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Brown, Erika

From: Brown, Erika
Sent: Thursday, May 11, 2017 5:49 PM
To: 'tmcc@ntl.sympatico.ca'
Cc: Shoniker, Blair; 'luc.denault@townsrf.ca'
Subject: Notice of Commencement & Open House - Environmental Screening Study for the 

Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill
Attachments: Smooth Rock Falls - Notice of Commencement & Open House.pdf; Smooth Rock Falls - 

Notice of Commencement & Open House_Ethier.pdf

Dear Ms. Ethier, 

The Town of Smooth Rock Falls  (Town)  is proposing  to expand  the  limits of  the waste disposal area at  their Municipal Landfill  to 

accommodate an expansion of approximately 83,000 m3 and optimize site operations. Additionally, the Town is proposing to amend

the Municipal Landfill service area to accommodate waste received from within other close proximity municipalities.  

Presently, the Town operates a 2.95 ha waste disposal site on a 9.04 ha property (see attached map). The Landfill has been operational,

accepting Municipal  solid waste  since  1986,  and  is  rapidly  approaching  its  total  approved  capacity  of  89,500 m3.  The  proposed 

expansion will increase the total landfill capacity to approximately 172,500 m3, allowing for the life of the landfill to be extended.  

The expansion was identified within the Smooth Rock Falls Waste Management Strategic Plan, which will complement the recycling 

and diversion programs  that have been  implemented within  the Town. The expansion will provide a  secure and  long  term post‐

diversion waste disposal option for Town residents and will prevent the need to establish a new Municipal Landfill and the high costs 

associated with that. 

The study will follow the Environmental Screening Process  legislated for  landfills undergoing an expansion between 40,000 m3 and 

100,000 m3 of additional waste disposal capacity under Ontario Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The Study will 

be  conducted  in  accordance with  the planning  and design process outlined  in Ontario Ministry of  the  Environment  and Climate

Change’s Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, dated March 2007.  

The Screening process includes identifying and applying screening criteria to determine and describe potential environmental effects,

public/external agency consultation, and the development of measures to mitigate  identified environmental effects. The results of 

the Study will be documented  in an Environmental Screening Report, which will be  released  for  review  to  the public, Aboriginal

communities, and government agencies. 

Public Participation will form an integral part of the Environmental Screening Study to ensure that the ongoing concerns of the 
public and affected groups are identified, documented and assessed. A public open house will be held to enable the public to meet 
the project team and to provide feedback on the proposed undertaking. Details on the public open house are as follows:  

 
Date: May 24, 2017 
Time: 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
Location: Smooth Rock Falls Curling Club, Reg Lamy Cultural Centre, 133 5th St, Smooth Rock Falls 
 
Consultation with Aboriginal communities is an important element of the Environmental Assessment process. Should you or your 
Council wish to become involved in the Environmental Assessment process or discuss the project, we would be pleased to work with 
you to develop and carry out separate events specifically designed to engage your community in meaningful discussions concerning 
the project. 
 
As per the Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, the Town of Smooth Rock Falls has 
prepared the Project Description and Draft Screening Criteria Checklist that are attached to this letter for your information. 
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Please let us know if you are interested in engaging in discussions and providing input to our project. We will keep you up to date on 
new developments. Please do not hesitate to ask any questions. For further information on the proposed study, please contact the 
undersigned. 
 
Regards, 
Erika Brown 
 
on behalf of 

 
Blair Shoniker, MA., RPP 
Senior Waste & Environmental Planner 
 
GHD 
T: 905 429 5040 | F: 905 432 7877 | C: 647 525 9798 | E: blair.shoniker@ghd.com 
65 Sunray Street Whitby ON L1N 8Y3 | www.ghd.com 

WATER | ENERGY & RESOURCES | ENVIRONMENT | PROPERTY & BUILDINGS | TRANSPORTATION 
 
Please consider our environment before printing this email 
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May 11, 2017 

Liliane Ethier, President 
Métis Nation of Ontario Temiskaming Métis Council 
P.O. Box 957 
439 Ferguson Street 
Haileybury, ON P0J 1K0 

Dear Ms. Ethier: 

Re: Notice of Commencement and Public Open House 
Environmental Screening Study for the Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill 

The Town of Smooth Rock Falls (Town) is proposing to expand the limits of the waste disposal area at 
their Municipal Landfill to accommodate an expansion of approximately 83,000 m3 and optimize site 
operations. Additionally, the Town is proposing to amend the Municipal Landfill service area to 
accommodate waste received from within other close proximity municipalities. 

Presently, the Town operates a 2.95 ha waste disposal site on a 9.04 ha property (see attached map). 
The Landfill has been operational, accepting Municipal solid waste since 1986, and is rapidly approaching 
its total approved capacity of 89,500 m3. The proposed expansion will increase the total landfill capacity to 
approximately 172,500 m3, allowing for the life of the landfill to be extended.  

The expansion was identified within the Smooth Rock Falls Waste Management Strategic Plan, which will 
complement the recycling and diversion programs that have been implemented within the Town. The 
expansion will provide a secure and long term post-diversion waste disposal option for Town residents 
and will prevent the need to establish a new Municipal Landfill and the high costs associated with that. 

The study will follow the Environmental Screening Process legislated for landfills undergoing an 
expansion between 40,000 m3 and 100,000 m3 of additional waste disposal capacity under Ontario 
Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The Study will be conducted in accordance with 
the planning and design process outlined in Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s 
Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, dated March 2007. 

The Screening process includes identifying and applying screening criteria to determine and describe 
potential environmental effects, public/external agency consultation, and the development of measures to 
mitigate identified environmental effects. The results of the Study will be documented in an Environmental 
Screening Report, which will be released for review to the public, Aboriginal communities, and 
government agencies. 

Public Participation will form an integral part of the Environmental Screening Study to ensure that the 
ongoing concerns of the public and affected groups are identified, documented and assessed. A public 
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open house will be held to enable the public to meet the project team and to provide feedback on the 
proposed undertaking. Details on the public open house are as follows:  

Date: May 24, 2017

Time: 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Location: Smooth Rock Falls Curling Club, Reg Lamy Cultural Centre, 133 5th St, Smooth Rock Falls 

Consultation with Aboriginal communities is an important element of the Environmental Assessment 
process. Should you or your Council wish to become involved in the Environmental Assessment process 
or discuss the project, we would be pleased to work with you to develop and carry out separate events 
specifically designed to engage your community in meaningful discussions concerning the project. 

As per the Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, the Town 
of Smooth Rock Falls has prepared the Project Description and Draft Screening Criteria Checklist that are 
attached to this letter for your information. 

Please let us know if you are interested in engaging in discussions and providing input to our project. We 
will keep you up to date on new developments. Please do not hesitate to ask any questions. For further 
information on the proposed study, please contact the undersigned. 

Sincerely, 

Luc Denault 
Town of Smooth Rock falls 
P.O. Box 249 
142 First Avenue 
Smooth Rock Falls, ON P0L 2B0 
T: 705-338-2717  
E-mail: luc.denault@townsrf.ca 

Blair Shoniker, MA., RPP 
Senior Environmental & Waste Planner 
GHD Limited 
T: 905-429-5040  
E-mail: blair.shoniker@ghd.com 

EB/sw/1 

Encl. 
All personal information included in a submission - such as name, address, telephone number and property 
location - is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the 
purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the Environmental 
Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s.37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA). Personal information 
you submit will become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your 
personal information remain confidential. For more information, please contact the Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change's Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at (416) 327-1434.
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Project Description 

Waste management has long been an afterthought for many small, rural communities in northern Ontario. 
In the absence of clear, mandated requirements for waste management in these communities, many have 
seen no reason to move beyond the status quo. However, with the advent of the Waste-Free Ontario Act 
and the recent release of the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change (MOECC) guidance 
document for Solid Waste Management for Northern and Remote Communities, significant changes are on 
the horizon, including for the Town of Smooth Rock Falls (Town). 

Facing a declining population, the departure of key industries, and limited disposal capacity, the Town 
took a bold step and implemented a long-term solid waste management strategy through adoption of its 
20 year Waste Management Strategic Plan. Less than a year in, the Town has made significant 
investments in new equipment and resources, and has successfully implemented a curbside recycling 
program that serves all residential, commercial, and institutional facets of the community. Looking beyond 
their own borders, the Town has also initiated discussions on shared-services with neighbouring 
municipalities in order to maximize the benefit of these new resources. 

The Town’s existing Waste Disposal Site (WDS) was originally established in 1981, and operates under 
Certificate of Approval (C of A) No. A580604 issued by the Ontario Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change (MOECC). The WDS has operated as the primary waste disposal site serving the Town 
of Smooth Rock Falls (including the former Township of Kendrey) for over 35 years. The 2.95 hectare 
(ha) WDS is situated on a 9.04 ha Site, and has an approved capacity of 89,500 cubic metres (m3). The 
remaining life of the WDS is estimated to range between 2.9 to 4.5 years based on the current fill rate. 
The Town hopes to prolong the life of the existing WDS by establishing additional diversion programs and 
implementing measures to increase the operational efficiency. However, with such limited site life 
remaining, program changes and operational efficiencies can only extend the life of the WDS for so long. 
As such, it is inevitable that the Town will need additional disposal capacity in the near future.  

The Town is proposing to expand the limits of the WDS under the Environmental Screening Process 
legislated under Ontario Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The proposed expansion 
will increase the disposal capacity by approximately 83,000 m3, increasing the total capacity of the WDS 
to approximately 172,500 m3. The Town’s Waste Management Strategic Plan identifies the expansion of 
the WDS as a key long term waste management objective. The horizontal and vertical expansion of the 
WDS would increase capacity and subsequently extend the life of the Site. Increasing the capacity of the 
WDS would avoid the potential for further environmental impacts associated with establishing a new 
landfill site or hauling the waste long distances to another site. The expansion of the WDS will satisfy 
phase one of the Town’s Waste Management Strategic Plan while meeting the long-term waste 
management needs of the community. Further, the Province of Ontario has recently introduced the Waste 

Free Ontario Act (WFOA), which has identified interim waste diversion goals, ultimately moving the 
Province of Ontario towards a “waste-free” future. While Ontario works towards the diversion goals 
identified in the WFOA, and in particular the Strategy for a Waste Free Ontario: Building the Circular 
Economy (Strategy), there will still be a need for landfill space. The Strategy discusses how the Province 
would carefully consider the need and location of landfills, including the expansion of existing sites. 
Increasing the capacity of the Town’s existing WDS, would ensure that a new landfill would not be 
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required. The additional capacity for the WDS will be in sync with the Province’s diversion goals over a 
30-year period, as well as with the Town’s implementation of other waste diversion initiatives as outlined 
in their 20 year Waste Management Strategic Plan. 

The Town is also proposing to amend the service area for the WDS to accommodate waste generated 
within other nearby municipalities. This would align with the Strategic Waste Management Plan, which 
identified the potential for establishing partnerships with neighbouring municipalities to share waste 
management services and associated costs. Initial discussions on potential cooperation with 
neighbouring municipalities related to collection, disposal and equipment are at the formative stages. 
Specifically, the Town has discussed shared services from a waste disposal perspective, as well as the 
collection of both recyclables and residual waste.  

In conjunction with the proposed expansion, the Town will also update the existing Design and 
Operations Report for the WDS to reflect changes to the design, expanded service area, updated 
operating procedures, as well as closure and end use considerations. 

Based on the preceding information, the proposed undertaking is to expand the existing WDS to ensure 
the Town has adequate landfill capacity, while having regard for the incremental diversion goals and 
programs outlined in the WFOA and the Town’s 20 year Waste Management Strategic Plan. 
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Screening Criteria Checklist 

At the beginning of the Environmental Screening, the Screening Criteria Checklist (provided as 
Schedule I, pp 62 – 64, to the "Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste 
Management Projects") is to be completed based on the information provided in the Project Description. 
The Screening Criteria reflect the broad definition of “environment” contained in the EA Act.  

As noted in the Guide: 

"The Screening Criteria are presented in the form of a checklist with the option of a "Yes" or "No" 
response. Mitigation measures are not to be considered in concluding whether there is "No" potential 
environmental effect. That is, the proponent is required to answer "Yes" even if the proponent believes 
that a potential environmental effect could likely be mitigated. The reason for requiring a "Yes" is to 
ensure that mitigation measures are open to discussion and review. Another reason for this approach is 
that further discussion and review of a potential effect may reveal that there is no actual effect, in which 
case no mitigation is required. Where a "Yes" has been identified, the proponent is to provide additional 
information in the Environmental Screening Report, explaining the potential effect(s), methods to mitigate 
or address the effect(s), any net effects that are anticipated and if so, their significance. Even where the 
proponent indicates that "No" environmental effects are anticipated, it is recommended that additional 
information be provided in the Environmental Screening Report in order to support the “no effects” 
conclusion”. Each criterion is based on a question which is prefaced with the phrase, “Might the 
Project…”. The table below has been completed as the first step of the Environmental Screening Process 
based on the project description provided above:  

Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
1. Surface and Ground Water

1.1 
Cause negative effects on 
surface water quality, 
quantities or flow? 

X

Drainage swales and an offtake ditch are located 
on-Site, eventually discharging to Tucker Creek in 
the east. No changes to water quality, quantity or 
flow are anticipated as a result of the landfill 
expansion. A Surface Water Study will explore this. 

1.2 
Cause negative effects on 
ground water quality, quantity 
or movement? 

X

The proposed landfill expansion would result in 
additional waste being placed at the Site. This may 
create additional leachate, thereby leading to 
increased potential for leachate to interact with 
groundwater. A Geology and Hydrogeology Study 
will explore this. 

1.3 

Cause significant 
sedimentation or soil erosion 
or shoreline or riverbank 
erosion on or off site? 

X

Significant sedimentation or soil erosion is not 
anticipated as a result of the proposed landfill 
expansion. Changes to the existing surface 
drainage patterns and the potential for 
sedimentation/erosion will be considered in the 
Surface Water Study. 

1.4 Cause negative effects on 
surface or ground water from 

X Leachate created as a result of the additional 
waste has the potential to impact surface and 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
accidental spills or releases 
(e.g., leachate) to the 
environment? 

ground water. This will be explored in the Surface 
Water and Geology and Hydrogeology studies. 

2. Land

2.1 

Cause negative effects on 
residential, commercial, 
institutional or other sensitive 
land uses within 500 metres 
from the site boundary? 

X
No residential, commercial, institutional or other 
sensitive land uses are located within 500 metres 
from the Site boundary. 

2.2 

Not be consistent with the 
Provincial Policy Statement, 
provincial land use or resource 
management plans? 

X
No, the proposed expansion will align with the 
Provincial Policy Statement, provincial land use 
and resource management plans. 

2.3 

Be inconsistent with municipal 
land use policies, plans and 
zoning bylaws (including 
municipal setbacks)? 

X
No, the proposed expansion will align with 
municipal land use policies, plans and zoning 
bylaws (including municipal setbacks). 

2.4 
Use lands not zoned as 
industrial, heavy industrial or 
waste disposal? 

X

No, the proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site, 
which carries the appropriate zoning category for 
this established facility (waste management 
facility). 

2.5 Use hazard lands or unstable 
lands subject to erosion? X No, the proposed expansion will not use hazard 

lands or unstable lands subject to erosion. 

2.6 
Cause negative effects related 
to the remediation of 
contaminated land? 

X No, the proposed expansion will not take place on 
land deemed to be contaminated. 

3. Air and Noise

3.1 

Cause negative effects on air 
quality due to emissions (for 
parameters such as 
temperature, thermal treatment 
exhaust flue gas volume, 
nitrogen dioxide, sulphur 
dioxide, residual oxygen, 
opacity, hydrogen chloride, 
suspended particulates, or 
other contaminants)? 

X
No negative effects on air quality associated with 
the emissions parameters noted in criterion 3.1 are 
anticipated as a result of the proposed expansion 

3.2 

Cause negative effects from 
the emission of greenhouse 
gases (e.g., carbon dioxide, 
carbon monoxide, methane)? 

X

The proposed expansion will result in increased 
greenhouse gas emissions due to the increased 
waste volume. The Town is exploring options for 
the diversion of source-separated organic waste, 
which is a significant contributor to the generation 
of landfill gas (i.e., methane and carbon dioxide). 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 

3.3 Cause negative effects from 
the emission of dust or odour? X

Dust and odour emissions may occur as a result of 
the proposed expansion due to vehicle traffic on 
unpaved roads and in the absence of odour best 
management practices (BMPs), such as applying 
daily cover, minimizing the landfill working face, 
etc. The nearest residence is approximately 3 to 5 
km away from the Site, therefore no impacts are 
expected as a result of dust and odour from the 
landfill.  

3.4 Cause negative effects from 
the emission of noise? X

On-Site equipment and truck traffic may create 
noise. The nearest residence is approximately 3 to 
5 km away from the Site, therefore no impacts are 
expected as a result of noise from the landfill. 

3.5 
Cause light pollution from 
trucks or other operational 
activities at the site? 

X Landfill operating hours do not require the use of 
lights. 

4. Natural Environment

4.1 

Cause negative effects on rare 
(vulnerable), threatened or 
endangered species of flora or 
fauna or their habitat? 

X

There is potential for rare (vulnerable), threatened 
or endangered species of flora and/or fauna and/or 
their habitat to occur within the proposed 
expansion area. A Natural Environment Study will 
explore this. 

4.2 

Cause negative effects on 
protected natural areas such 
as, ANSIs, ESAs or other 
significant natural areas? 

X

There is potential for protected natural areas or 
other significant natural areas to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.3 Cause negative effects on 
designated wetlands? X

There is potential for designated wetlands to occur 
within the proposed expansion area. A Natural 
Environment Study will explore this. 

4.4 
Cause negative effects on 
wildlife habitat, populations, 
corridors or movement? 

X

There is potential for wildlife habitat, populations, 
corridors or movement to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.5 

Cause negative effects on fish 
or their habitat, spawning, 
movement or environmental 
conditions (e.g., water 
temperature, turbidity, etc.)? 

X

There is potential for negative effects on fish or 
their habitat, spawning, movement or 
environmental conditions (e.g., water temperature, 
turbidity, etc.) as a result of the proposed 
expansion in nearby Tucker Creek. A Natural 
Environment Study will explore this. 

4.6 
Cause negative effects on 
locally important or valued 
ecosystems or vegetation? 

X

There is potential for locally important or valued 
ecosystems or vegetation to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.7 Increase bird hazards within 
the area that could impact 

X While the proposed expansion may slightly 
increase the attraction for birds, there are no 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
surrounding land uses 
(e.g., airports)? 

airports in the vicinity of the landfill and the nearest 
residence is approximately 3 to 5 km away from 
the site so, therefore, no potential to impact 
surrounding land uses. 

5. Resources

5.1 

Result in practices inconsistent 
with waste studies and/or 
waste diversion targets 
(e.g., result in final disposal of 
materials subject to diversion 
programs)? 

X

Diversion of recyclables such as aluminium/steel 
cans, plastic bottles/containers, paper/cardboard, 
cartons and juice boxes, and glass bottles/jars 
occurs at the source. Scrap metal is segregated at 
the landfill Site and scrap metal contactors are 
contracted on an as-needed basis to collect this 
material for recycling. White goods are segregated 
at the landfill Site, decommissioned and tagged by 
a qualified technician, and removed by a scrap 
metal contactor on an as-needed basis. Tires are 
collected at the landfill under the OTS Program 
and picked up and disposed of by a third party. 
Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment 
(WEEE) received at the landfill is placed in a roll-
off bin and shipped for processing at a private 
facility. 

5.2 
Result in generation of energy 
that cannot be captured and 
utilized? 

X

A small amount of methane would be produced by 
the landfill expansion; however, the landfill capacity 
is well below the threshold requiring landfill gas 
capture (1.5 million m3). 

5.3 

Be located a distance from 
required infrastructure (such as 
availability to customers, 
markets and other factors)? 

X The landfill is located approximately 10 km east of 
the Town of Smooth Rock Falls. 

5.4 

Cause negative effects on the 
use of Canada Land Inventory 
Class 1-3, specialty crop or 
locally significant agricultural 
lands? 

X

Soil at the landfill is classified as Class 3, 
according to the Canada Land Inventory; however, 
the proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site 

5.5 
Cause negative effects on 
existing agricultural 
production? 

X

The proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site. 
There are no agricultural operations surrounding 
the Site. 

6. Socio-economic

6.1 
Cause negative effects on 
neighbourhood or community 
character? 

X The closest residence is approximately 3 to 5 km 
away from the site. 

6.2 Result in aesthetics impacts 
(e.g., visual and litter impacts)? X The closest residence is approximately 3 to 5 km 

away from the site. 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 

6.3 
Cause negative effects on 
local businesses, institutions or 
public facilities? 

X

The proposed expansion will not negatively impact 
local businesses, institutions or public facilities as 
none of these uses existing within 3-5 km of the 
Site. 

6.4 
Cause negative effects on 
recreation, cottaging or 
tourism? 

X
The proposed expansion will not negatively impact 
recreation, cottaging or tourism as none of these 
uses existing within 3-5 km of the Site. 

6.5 

Cause negative effects related 
to increases in the demands 
on community services and 
infrastructure? 

X
The proposed expansion will not increase the 
demands on community services and 
infrastructure. 

6.6 
Cause negative effects on the 
economic base of a 
municipality or community? 

X
The proposed expansion will positively impact the 
economic base of the Town, as the Town will not 
have to pay to dispose of their waste elsewhere. 

6.7 
Cause negative effects on 
local employment and labour 
supply? 

X

The proposed expansion will positively impact local 
employment, as the landfill will remain operational, 
requiring several management and operational 
staff. 

6.8 Cause negative effects related 
to traffic? X

The proposed expansion will not impact traffic as 
the landfill is located approximately 10 km east of 
the Town of Smooth Rock Falls. 

6.9 
Be located within 8 km of an 
aerodrome/airport reference 
point? 

X The landfill is not located within 8 km of an 
aerodrome/airport reference point. 

6.10 
Interfere with flight paths due 
to the construction of facilities 
with height (i.e. stacks)? 

X The proposed expansion will not include the 
construction of facilities with height. 

6.11 Cause negative effects on 
public health and safety? X

The proposed expansion will operate under an 
amended ECA for the landfill, ensuring there are 
no negative effects to public health or safety. 

7. Heritage and Culture

7.1 

Cause negative effects on 
heritage buildings, structures 
or sites, archaeological sites or 
areas of archaeological 
importance, or cultural heritage 
landscapes? 

X

There are no known heritage buildings, structures 
or sites, archaeological sites or areas of 
archaeological importance, or cultural heritage 
landscapes on the Waste Disposal Site. This will 
be confirmed through completion of Ministry of 
Tourism, Culture and Sport checklists and, if 
required, Archaeological and/or Cultural Heritage 
assessments. 

7.2 
Cause negative effects on 
scenic or aesthetically pleasing 
landscapes or views? 

X

The proposed expansion will not cause negative 
effects on scenic or aesthetically pleasing 
landscapes or views as it is located approximately 
2.9 km north of Highway 11 and 3-5 km northwest 
of the closest residence. 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
8. Aboriginal

8.1 

Cause negative effects on 
land, resources, traditional 
activities or other interests of 
Aboriginal communities?

X
The Waste Disposal Site is not subject to any land 
claims, however consultation with Indigenous 
groups will take place throughout the Screening. 

9. Other

9.1 
Result in the creation of 
non-hazardous waste 
materials requiring disposal?

X
The soils excavated from the proposed expansion 
area will be used for daily cover at the Waste 
Disposal Site. 

9.2 
Result in the creation of 
hazardous waste materials 
requiring disposal? 

X No hazardous waste will be created as a result of 
the proposed expansion. 

9.3 

Cause any other negative 
environmental effects not 
covered by the criteria outlined 
above? 

X No other negative environmental effects are 
anticipated as a result of the proposed expansion. 
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Brown, Erika

From: Brown, Erika
Sent: Thursday, May 11, 2017 5:50 PM
To: 'dhammychapleau@yahoo.ca'
Cc: Shoniker, Blair; 'luc.denault@townsrf.ca'
Subject: Notice of Commencement & Open House - Environmental Screening Study for the 

Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill
Attachments: Smooth Rock Falls - Notice of Commencement & Open House.pdf; Smooth Rock Falls - 

Notice of Commencement & Open House_Hamilton.pdf

Dear Mr. Hamilton, 

The Town of Smooth Rock Falls  (Town)  is proposing  to expand  the  limits of  the waste disposal area at  their Municipal Landfill  to 

accommodate an expansion of approximately 83,000 m3 and optimize site operations. Additionally, the Town is proposing to amend

the Municipal Landfill service area to accommodate waste received from within other close proximity municipalities.  

Presently, the Town operates a 2.95 ha waste disposal site on a 9.04 ha property (see attached map). The Landfill has been operational,

accepting Municipal  solid waste  since  1986,  and  is  rapidly  approaching  its  total  approved  capacity  of  89,500 m3.  The  proposed 

expansion will increase the total landfill capacity to approximately 172,500 m3, allowing for the life of the landfill to be extended.  

The expansion was identified within the Smooth Rock Falls Waste Management Strategic Plan, which will complement the recycling 

and diversion programs  that have been  implemented within  the Town. The expansion will provide a  secure and  long  term post‐

diversion waste disposal option for Town residents and will prevent the need to establish a new Municipal Landfill and the high costs 

associated with that. 

The study will follow the Environmental Screening Process  legislated for  landfills undergoing an expansion between 40,000 m3 and 

100,000 m3 of additional waste disposal capacity under Ontario Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The Study will 

be  conducted  in  accordance with  the planning  and design process outlined  in Ontario Ministry of  the  Environment  and Climate

Change’s Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, dated March 2007.  

The Screening process includes identifying and applying screening criteria to determine and describe potential environmental effects,

public/external agency consultation, and the development of measures to mitigate  identified environmental effects. The results of 

the Study will be documented  in an Environmental Screening Report, which will be  released  for  review  to  the public, Aboriginal

communities, and government agencies. 

Public Participation will form an integral part of the Environmental Screening Study to ensure that the ongoing concerns of the 
public and affected groups are identified, documented and assessed. A public open house will be held to enable the public to meet 
the project team and to provide feedback on the proposed undertaking. Details on the public open house are as follows:  

 
Date: May 24, 2017 
Time: 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
Location: Smooth Rock Falls Curling Club, Reg Lamy Cultural Centre, 133 5th St, Smooth Rock Falls 
 
Consultation with Aboriginal communities is an important element of the Environmental Assessment process. Should you or your 
Council wish to become involved in the Environmental Assessment process or discuss the project, we would be pleased to work with 
you to develop and carry out separate events specifically designed to engage your community in meaningful discussions concerning 
the project. 
 
As per the Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, the Town of Smooth Rock Falls has 
prepared the Project Description and Draft Screening Criteria Checklist that are attached to this letter for your information. 
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Please let us know if you are interested in engaging in discussions and providing input to our project. We will keep you up to date on 
new developments. Please do not hesitate to ask any questions. For further information on the proposed study, please contact the 
undersigned. 
 
Regards, 
Erika Brown 
 
on behalf of 

 
Blair Shoniker, MA., RPP 
Senior Waste & Environmental Planner 
 
GHD 
T: 905 429 5040 | F: 905 432 7877 | C: 647 525 9798 | E: blair.shoniker@ghd.com 
65 Sunray Street Whitby ON L1N 8Y3 | www.ghd.com 

WATER | ENERGY & RESOURCES | ENVIRONMENT | PROPERTY & BUILDINGS | TRANSPORTATION 
 
Please consider our environment before printing this email 
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May 11, 2017 

David Hamilton, President 
Métis Nation of Ontario Chapleau Métis Council 
Box 641 
Chapleau, ON P0M 1K0 

Dear Mr. Hamilton: 

Re: Notice of Commencement and Public Open House 
Environmental Screening Study for the Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill 

The Town of Smooth Rock Falls (Town) is proposing to expand the limits of the waste disposal area at 
their Municipal Landfill to accommodate an expansion of approximately 83,000 m3 and optimize site 
operations. Additionally, the Town is proposing to amend the Municipal Landfill service area to 
accommodate waste received from within other close proximity municipalities. 

Presently, the Town operates a 2.95 ha waste disposal site on a 9.04 ha property (see attached map). 
The Landfill has been operational, accepting Municipal solid waste since 1986, and is rapidly approaching 
its total approved capacity of 89,500 m3. The proposed expansion will increase the total landfill capacity to 
approximately 172,500 m3, allowing for the life of the landfill to be extended.  

The expansion was identified within the Smooth Rock Falls Waste Management Strategic Plan, which will 
complement the recycling and diversion programs that have been implemented within the Town. The 
expansion will provide a secure and long term post-diversion waste disposal option for Town residents 
and will prevent the need to establish a new Municipal Landfill and the high costs associated with that. 

The study will follow the Environmental Screening Process legislated for landfills undergoing an 
expansion between 40,000 m3 and 100,000 m3 of additional waste disposal capacity under Ontario 
Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The Study will be conducted in accordance with 
the planning and design process outlined in Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s 
Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, dated March 2007. 

The Screening process includes identifying and applying screening criteria to determine and describe 
potential environmental effects, public/external agency consultation, and the development of measures to 
mitigate identified environmental effects. The results of the Study will be documented in an Environmental 
Screening Report, which will be released for review to the public, Aboriginal communities, and 
government agencies. 

Public Participation will form an integral part of the Environmental Screening Study to ensure that the 
ongoing concerns of the public and affected groups are identified, documented and assessed. A public 
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open house will be held to enable the public to meet the project team and to provide feedback on the 
proposed undertaking. Details on the public open house are as follows:  

Date: May 24, 2017

Time: 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Location: Smooth Rock Falls Curling Club, Reg Lamy Cultural Centre, 133 5th St, Smooth Rock Falls 

Consultation with Aboriginal communities is an important element of the Environmental Assessment 
process. Should you or your Council wish to become involved in the Environmental Assessment process 
or discuss the project, we would be pleased to work with you to develop and carry out separate events 
specifically designed to engage your community in meaningful discussions concerning the project. 

As per the Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, the Town 
of Smooth Rock Falls has prepared the Project Description and Draft Screening Criteria Checklist that are 
attached to this letter for your information. 

Please let us know if you are interested in engaging in discussions and providing input to our project. We 
will keep you up to date on new developments. Please do not hesitate to ask any questions. For further 
information on the proposed study, please contact the undersigned. 

Sincerely, 

Luc Denault 
Town of Smooth Rock falls 
P.O. Box 249 
142 First Avenue 
Smooth Rock Falls, ON P0L 2B0 
T: 705-338-2717  
E-mail: luc.denault@townsrf.ca 

Blair Shoniker, MA., RPP 
Senior Environmental & Waste Planner 
GHD Limited 
T: 905-429-5040  
E-mail: blair.shoniker@ghd.com 

EB/sw/1 

Encl. 
All personal information included in a submission - such as name, address, telephone number and property 
location - is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the 
purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the Environmental 
Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s.37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA). Personal information 
you submit will become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your 
personal information remain confidential. For more information, please contact the Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change's Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at (416) 327-1434.
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Project Description 

Waste management has long been an afterthought for many small, rural communities in northern Ontario. 
In the absence of clear, mandated requirements for waste management in these communities, many have 
seen no reason to move beyond the status quo. However, with the advent of the Waste-Free Ontario Act 
and the recent release of the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change (MOECC) guidance 
document for Solid Waste Management for Northern and Remote Communities, significant changes are on 
the horizon, including for the Town of Smooth Rock Falls (Town). 

Facing a declining population, the departure of key industries, and limited disposal capacity, the Town 
took a bold step and implemented a long-term solid waste management strategy through adoption of its 
20 year Waste Management Strategic Plan. Less than a year in, the Town has made significant 
investments in new equipment and resources, and has successfully implemented a curbside recycling 
program that serves all residential, commercial, and institutional facets of the community. Looking beyond 
their own borders, the Town has also initiated discussions on shared-services with neighbouring 
municipalities in order to maximize the benefit of these new resources. 

The Town’s existing Waste Disposal Site (WDS) was originally established in 1981, and operates under 
Certificate of Approval (C of A) No. A580604 issued by the Ontario Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change (MOECC). The WDS has operated as the primary waste disposal site serving the Town 
of Smooth Rock Falls (including the former Township of Kendrey) for over 35 years. The 2.95 hectare 
(ha) WDS is situated on a 9.04 ha Site, and has an approved capacity of 89,500 cubic metres (m3). The 
remaining life of the WDS is estimated to range between 2.9 to 4.5 years based on the current fill rate. 
The Town hopes to prolong the life of the existing WDS by establishing additional diversion programs and 
implementing measures to increase the operational efficiency. However, with such limited site life 
remaining, program changes and operational efficiencies can only extend the life of the WDS for so long. 
As such, it is inevitable that the Town will need additional disposal capacity in the near future.  

The Town is proposing to expand the limits of the WDS under the Environmental Screening Process 
legislated under Ontario Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The proposed expansion 
will increase the disposal capacity by approximately 83,000 m3, increasing the total capacity of the WDS 
to approximately 172,500 m3. The Town’s Waste Management Strategic Plan identifies the expansion of 
the WDS as a key long term waste management objective. The horizontal and vertical expansion of the 
WDS would increase capacity and subsequently extend the life of the Site. Increasing the capacity of the 
WDS would avoid the potential for further environmental impacts associated with establishing a new 
landfill site or hauling the waste long distances to another site. The expansion of the WDS will satisfy 
phase one of the Town’s Waste Management Strategic Plan while meeting the long-term waste 
management needs of the community. Further, the Province of Ontario has recently introduced the Waste 

Free Ontario Act (WFOA), which has identified interim waste diversion goals, ultimately moving the 
Province of Ontario towards a “waste-free” future. While Ontario works towards the diversion goals 
identified in the WFOA, and in particular the Strategy for a Waste Free Ontario: Building the Circular 
Economy (Strategy), there will still be a need for landfill space. The Strategy discusses how the Province 
would carefully consider the need and location of landfills, including the expansion of existing sites. 
Increasing the capacity of the Town’s existing WDS, would ensure that a new landfill would not be 
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required. The additional capacity for the WDS will be in sync with the Province’s diversion goals over a 
30-year period, as well as with the Town’s implementation of other waste diversion initiatives as outlined 
in their 20 year Waste Management Strategic Plan. 

The Town is also proposing to amend the service area for the WDS to accommodate waste generated 
within other nearby municipalities. This would align with the Strategic Waste Management Plan, which 
identified the potential for establishing partnerships with neighbouring municipalities to share waste 
management services and associated costs. Initial discussions on potential cooperation with 
neighbouring municipalities related to collection, disposal and equipment are at the formative stages. 
Specifically, the Town has discussed shared services from a waste disposal perspective, as well as the 
collection of both recyclables and residual waste.  

In conjunction with the proposed expansion, the Town will also update the existing Design and 
Operations Report for the WDS to reflect changes to the design, expanded service area, updated 
operating procedures, as well as closure and end use considerations. 

Based on the preceding information, the proposed undertaking is to expand the existing WDS to ensure 
the Town has adequate landfill capacity, while having regard for the incremental diversion goals and 
programs outlined in the WFOA and the Town’s 20 year Waste Management Strategic Plan. 
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Screening Criteria Checklist 

At the beginning of the Environmental Screening, the Screening Criteria Checklist (provided as 
Schedule I, pp 62 – 64, to the "Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste 
Management Projects") is to be completed based on the information provided in the Project Description. 
The Screening Criteria reflect the broad definition of “environment” contained in the EA Act.  

As noted in the Guide: 

"The Screening Criteria are presented in the form of a checklist with the option of a "Yes" or "No" 
response. Mitigation measures are not to be considered in concluding whether there is "No" potential 
environmental effect. That is, the proponent is required to answer "Yes" even if the proponent believes 
that a potential environmental effect could likely be mitigated. The reason for requiring a "Yes" is to 
ensure that mitigation measures are open to discussion and review. Another reason for this approach is 
that further discussion and review of a potential effect may reveal that there is no actual effect, in which 
case no mitigation is required. Where a "Yes" has been identified, the proponent is to provide additional 
information in the Environmental Screening Report, explaining the potential effect(s), methods to mitigate 
or address the effect(s), any net effects that are anticipated and if so, their significance. Even where the 
proponent indicates that "No" environmental effects are anticipated, it is recommended that additional 
information be provided in the Environmental Screening Report in order to support the “no effects” 
conclusion”. Each criterion is based on a question which is prefaced with the phrase, “Might the 
Project…”. The table below has been completed as the first step of the Environmental Screening Process 
based on the project description provided above:  

Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
1. Surface and Ground Water

1.1 
Cause negative effects on 
surface water quality, 
quantities or flow? 

X

Drainage swales and an offtake ditch are located 
on-Site, eventually discharging to Tucker Creek in 
the east. No changes to water quality, quantity or 
flow are anticipated as a result of the landfill 
expansion. A Surface Water Study will explore this. 

1.2 
Cause negative effects on 
ground water quality, quantity 
or movement? 

X

The proposed landfill expansion would result in 
additional waste being placed at the Site. This may 
create additional leachate, thereby leading to 
increased potential for leachate to interact with 
groundwater. A Geology and Hydrogeology Study 
will explore this. 

1.3 

Cause significant 
sedimentation or soil erosion 
or shoreline or riverbank 
erosion on or off site? 

X

Significant sedimentation or soil erosion is not 
anticipated as a result of the proposed landfill 
expansion. Changes to the existing surface 
drainage patterns and the potential for 
sedimentation/erosion will be considered in the 
Surface Water Study. 

1.4 Cause negative effects on 
surface or ground water from 

X Leachate created as a result of the additional 
waste has the potential to impact surface and 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
accidental spills or releases 
(e.g., leachate) to the 
environment? 

ground water. This will be explored in the Surface 
Water and Geology and Hydrogeology studies. 

2. Land

2.1 

Cause negative effects on 
residential, commercial, 
institutional or other sensitive 
land uses within 500 metres 
from the site boundary? 

X
No residential, commercial, institutional or other 
sensitive land uses are located within 500 metres 
from the Site boundary. 

2.2 

Not be consistent with the 
Provincial Policy Statement, 
provincial land use or resource 
management plans? 

X
No, the proposed expansion will align with the 
Provincial Policy Statement, provincial land use 
and resource management plans. 

2.3 

Be inconsistent with municipal 
land use policies, plans and 
zoning bylaws (including 
municipal setbacks)? 

X
No, the proposed expansion will align with 
municipal land use policies, plans and zoning 
bylaws (including municipal setbacks). 

2.4 
Use lands not zoned as 
industrial, heavy industrial or 
waste disposal? 

X

No, the proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site, 
which carries the appropriate zoning category for 
this established facility (waste management 
facility). 

2.5 Use hazard lands or unstable 
lands subject to erosion? X No, the proposed expansion will not use hazard 

lands or unstable lands subject to erosion. 

2.6 
Cause negative effects related 
to the remediation of 
contaminated land? 

X No, the proposed expansion will not take place on 
land deemed to be contaminated. 

3. Air and Noise

3.1 

Cause negative effects on air 
quality due to emissions (for 
parameters such as 
temperature, thermal treatment 
exhaust flue gas volume, 
nitrogen dioxide, sulphur 
dioxide, residual oxygen, 
opacity, hydrogen chloride, 
suspended particulates, or 
other contaminants)? 

X
No negative effects on air quality associated with 
the emissions parameters noted in criterion 3.1 are 
anticipated as a result of the proposed expansion 

3.2 

Cause negative effects from 
the emission of greenhouse 
gases (e.g., carbon dioxide, 
carbon monoxide, methane)? 

X

The proposed expansion will result in increased 
greenhouse gas emissions due to the increased 
waste volume. The Town is exploring options for 
the diversion of source-separated organic waste, 
which is a significant contributor to the generation 
of landfill gas (i.e., methane and carbon dioxide). 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 

3.3 Cause negative effects from 
the emission of dust or odour? X

Dust and odour emissions may occur as a result of 
the proposed expansion due to vehicle traffic on 
unpaved roads and in the absence of odour best 
management practices (BMPs), such as applying 
daily cover, minimizing the landfill working face, 
etc. The nearest residence is approximately 3 to 5 
km away from the Site, therefore no impacts are 
expected as a result of dust and odour from the 
landfill.  

3.4 Cause negative effects from 
the emission of noise? X

On-Site equipment and truck traffic may create 
noise. The nearest residence is approximately 3 to 
5 km away from the Site, therefore no impacts are 
expected as a result of noise from the landfill. 

3.5 
Cause light pollution from 
trucks or other operational 
activities at the site? 

X Landfill operating hours do not require the use of 
lights. 

4. Natural Environment

4.1 

Cause negative effects on rare 
(vulnerable), threatened or 
endangered species of flora or 
fauna or their habitat? 

X

There is potential for rare (vulnerable), threatened 
or endangered species of flora and/or fauna and/or 
their habitat to occur within the proposed 
expansion area. A Natural Environment Study will 
explore this. 

4.2 

Cause negative effects on 
protected natural areas such 
as, ANSIs, ESAs or other 
significant natural areas? 

X

There is potential for protected natural areas or 
other significant natural areas to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.3 Cause negative effects on 
designated wetlands? X

There is potential for designated wetlands to occur 
within the proposed expansion area. A Natural 
Environment Study will explore this. 

4.4 
Cause negative effects on 
wildlife habitat, populations, 
corridors or movement? 

X

There is potential for wildlife habitat, populations, 
corridors or movement to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.5 

Cause negative effects on fish 
or their habitat, spawning, 
movement or environmental 
conditions (e.g., water 
temperature, turbidity, etc.)? 

X

There is potential for negative effects on fish or 
their habitat, spawning, movement or 
environmental conditions (e.g., water temperature, 
turbidity, etc.) as a result of the proposed 
expansion in nearby Tucker Creek. A Natural 
Environment Study will explore this. 

4.6 
Cause negative effects on 
locally important or valued 
ecosystems or vegetation? 

X

There is potential for locally important or valued 
ecosystems or vegetation to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.7 Increase bird hazards within 
the area that could impact 

X While the proposed expansion may slightly 
increase the attraction for birds, there are no 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
surrounding land uses 
(e.g., airports)? 

airports in the vicinity of the landfill and the nearest 
residence is approximately 3 to 5 km away from 
the site so, therefore, no potential to impact 
surrounding land uses. 

5. Resources

5.1 

Result in practices inconsistent 
with waste studies and/or 
waste diversion targets 
(e.g., result in final disposal of 
materials subject to diversion 
programs)? 

X

Diversion of recyclables such as aluminium/steel 
cans, plastic bottles/containers, paper/cardboard, 
cartons and juice boxes, and glass bottles/jars 
occurs at the source. Scrap metal is segregated at 
the landfill Site and scrap metal contactors are 
contracted on an as-needed basis to collect this 
material for recycling. White goods are segregated 
at the landfill Site, decommissioned and tagged by 
a qualified technician, and removed by a scrap 
metal contactor on an as-needed basis. Tires are 
collected at the landfill under the OTS Program 
and picked up and disposed of by a third party. 
Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment 
(WEEE) received at the landfill is placed in a roll-
off bin and shipped for processing at a private 
facility. 

5.2 
Result in generation of energy 
that cannot be captured and 
utilized? 

X

A small amount of methane would be produced by 
the landfill expansion; however, the landfill capacity 
is well below the threshold requiring landfill gas 
capture (1.5 million m3). 

5.3 

Be located a distance from 
required infrastructure (such as 
availability to customers, 
markets and other factors)? 

X The landfill is located approximately 10 km east of 
the Town of Smooth Rock Falls. 

5.4 

Cause negative effects on the 
use of Canada Land Inventory 
Class 1-3, specialty crop or 
locally significant agricultural 
lands? 

X

Soil at the landfill is classified as Class 3, 
according to the Canada Land Inventory; however, 
the proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site 

5.5 
Cause negative effects on 
existing agricultural 
production? 

X

The proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site. 
There are no agricultural operations surrounding 
the Site. 

6. Socio-economic

6.1 
Cause negative effects on 
neighbourhood or community 
character? 

X The closest residence is approximately 3 to 5 km 
away from the site. 

6.2 Result in aesthetics impacts 
(e.g., visual and litter impacts)? X The closest residence is approximately 3 to 5 km 

away from the site. 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 

6.3 
Cause negative effects on 
local businesses, institutions or 
public facilities? 

X

The proposed expansion will not negatively impact 
local businesses, institutions or public facilities as 
none of these uses existing within 3-5 km of the 
Site. 

6.4 
Cause negative effects on 
recreation, cottaging or 
tourism? 

X
The proposed expansion will not negatively impact 
recreation, cottaging or tourism as none of these 
uses existing within 3-5 km of the Site. 

6.5 

Cause negative effects related 
to increases in the demands 
on community services and 
infrastructure? 

X
The proposed expansion will not increase the 
demands on community services and 
infrastructure. 

6.6 
Cause negative effects on the 
economic base of a 
municipality or community? 

X
The proposed expansion will positively impact the 
economic base of the Town, as the Town will not 
have to pay to dispose of their waste elsewhere. 

6.7 
Cause negative effects on 
local employment and labour 
supply? 

X

The proposed expansion will positively impact local 
employment, as the landfill will remain operational, 
requiring several management and operational 
staff. 

6.8 Cause negative effects related 
to traffic? X

The proposed expansion will not impact traffic as 
the landfill is located approximately 10 km east of 
the Town of Smooth Rock Falls. 

6.9 
Be located within 8 km of an 
aerodrome/airport reference 
point? 

X The landfill is not located within 8 km of an 
aerodrome/airport reference point. 

6.10 
Interfere with flight paths due 
to the construction of facilities 
with height (i.e. stacks)? 

X The proposed expansion will not include the 
construction of facilities with height. 

6.11 Cause negative effects on 
public health and safety? X

The proposed expansion will operate under an 
amended ECA for the landfill, ensuring there are 
no negative effects to public health or safety. 

7. Heritage and Culture

7.1 

Cause negative effects on 
heritage buildings, structures 
or sites, archaeological sites or 
areas of archaeological 
importance, or cultural heritage 
landscapes? 

X

There are no known heritage buildings, structures 
or sites, archaeological sites or areas of 
archaeological importance, or cultural heritage 
landscapes on the Waste Disposal Site. This will 
be confirmed through completion of Ministry of 
Tourism, Culture and Sport checklists and, if 
required, Archaeological and/or Cultural Heritage 
assessments. 

7.2 
Cause negative effects on 
scenic or aesthetically pleasing 
landscapes or views? 

X

The proposed expansion will not cause negative 
effects on scenic or aesthetically pleasing 
landscapes or views as it is located approximately 
2.9 km north of Highway 11 and 3-5 km northwest 
of the closest residence. 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
8. Aboriginal

8.1 

Cause negative effects on 
land, resources, traditional 
activities or other interests of 
Aboriginal communities?

X
The Waste Disposal Site is not subject to any land 
claims, however consultation with Indigenous 
groups will take place throughout the Screening. 

9. Other

9.1 
Result in the creation of 
non-hazardous waste 
materials requiring disposal?

X
The soils excavated from the proposed expansion 
area will be used for daily cover at the Waste 
Disposal Site. 

9.2 
Result in the creation of 
hazardous waste materials 
requiring disposal? 

X No hazardous waste will be created as a result of 
the proposed expansion. 

9.3 

Cause any other negative 
environmental effects not 
covered by the criteria outlined 
above? 

X No other negative environmental effects are 
anticipated as a result of the proposed expansion. 
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Brown, Erika

From: Brown, Erika
Sent: Friday, May 12, 2017 11:39 AM
To: 'leannel@metisnation.org'; 'jenniferf@metisnation.org'
Subject: FW: Notice of Commencement & Open House - Environmental Screening Study for the 

Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill
Attachments: Smooth Rock Falls - Notice of Commencement & Open House.pdf; Smooth Rock Falls - 

Notice of Commencement & Open House_Picotte.pdf

Good morning Leanne,  
 
I tried to send the email below to President Jacques Picotte via Jennifer Frappier’s email yesterday afternoon, but the 
message was undeliverable. Can you please forward this on to Mr. Picotte? 
 
Thank you, 
Erika 
 
Erika Brown, MENV, RPP 
Environmental Planner 
 
GHD 
T: +1 416 866 2351 | E: erika.brown@ghd.com 
184 Front Street East Suite 302 Toronto Ontario M5A 4N3 Canada | www.ghd.com  
WATER | ENERGY & RESOURCES | ENVIRONMENT | PROPERTY & BUILDINGS | TRANSPORTATION 
 
Please consider our environment before printing this email 
 

From: Brown, Erika  
Sent: Thursday, May 11, 2017 5:49 PM 
To: 'jenniferf@metisnation.org' <jenniferf@metisnation.org> 
Cc: Shoniker, Blair <Blair.Shoniker@ghd.com>; 'luc.denault@townsrf.ca' <luc.denault@townsrf.ca> 
Subject: Notice of Commencement & Open House ‐ Environmental Screening Study for the Expansion of Smooth Rock 
Falls’ Landfill 
 

Dear Mr. Picotte, 

The Town of Smooth Rock Falls  (Town)  is proposing  to expand  the  limits of  the waste disposal area at  their Municipal Landfill  to 

accommodate an expansion of approximately 83,000 m3 and optimize site operations. Additionally, the Town is proposing to amend

the Municipal Landfill service area to accommodate waste received from within other close proximity municipalities.  

Presently, the Town operates a 2.95 ha waste disposal site on a 9.04 ha property (see attached map). The Landfill has been operational,

accepting Municipal  solid waste  since  1986,  and  is  rapidly  approaching  its  total  approved  capacity  of  89,500 m3.  The  proposed 

expansion will increase the total landfill capacity to approximately 172,500 m3, allowing for the life of the landfill to be extended.  

The expansion was identified within the Smooth Rock Falls Waste Management Strategic Plan, which will complement the recycling 

and diversion programs  that have been  implemented within  the Town. The expansion will provide a  secure and  long  term post‐

diversion waste disposal option for Town residents and will prevent the need to establish a new Municipal Landfill and the high costs 

associated with that. 

The study will follow the Environmental Screening Process  legislated for  landfills undergoing an expansion between 40,000 m3 and 

100,000 m3 of additional waste disposal capacity under Ontario Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The Study will 
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be  conducted  in  accordance with  the planning  and design process outlined  in Ontario Ministry of  the  Environment  and Climate

Change’s Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, dated March 2007.  

The Screening process includes identifying and applying screening criteria to determine and describe potential environmental effects, 

public/external agency consultation, and the development of measures to mitigate  identified environmental effects. The results of 

the Study will be documented  in an Environmental Screening Report, which will be  released  for  review  to  the public, Aboriginal 

communities, and government agencies. 

Public Participation will form an integral part of the Environmental Screening Study to ensure that the ongoing concerns of the 
public and affected groups are identified, documented and assessed. A public open house will be held to enable the public to meet 
the project team and to provide feedback on the proposed undertaking. Details on the public open house are as follows:  

 
Date: May 24, 2017 
Time: 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
Location: Smooth Rock Falls Curling Club, Reg Lamy Cultural Centre, 133 5th St, Smooth Rock Falls 
 
Consultation with Aboriginal communities is an important element of the Environmental Assessment process. Should you or your 
Council wish to become involved in the Environmental Assessment process or discuss the project, we would be pleased to work with 
you to develop and carry out separate events specifically designed to engage your community in meaningful discussions concerning 
the project. 
 
As per the Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, the Town of Smooth Rock Falls has 
prepared the Project Description and Draft Screening Criteria Checklist that are attached to this letter for your information. 
 
Please let us know if you are interested in engaging in discussions and providing input to our project. We will keep you up to date on 
new developments. Please do not hesitate to ask any questions. For further information on the proposed study, please contact the 
undersigned. 
 
Regards, 
Erika Brown 
 
on behalf of 

 
Blair Shoniker, MA., RPP 
Senior Waste & Environmental Planner 
 
GHD 
T: 905 429 5040 | F: 905 432 7877 | C: 647 525 9798 | E: blair.shoniker@ghd.com 
65 Sunray Street Whitby ON L1N 8Y3 | www.ghd.com 
WATER | ENERGY & RESOURCES | ENVIRONMENT | PROPERTY & BUILDINGS | TRANSPORTATION 
 
Please consider our environment before printing this email 
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May 11, 2017 

Jacques Picotte, President 
Métis Nation of Ontario Timmins Métis Council 
347 Spruce St. South 
Timmins, ON P4N 2N2 

Dear Mr. Picotte: 

Re: Notice of Commencement and Public Open House 
Environmental Screening Study for the Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill 

The Town of Smooth Rock Falls (Town) is proposing to expand the limits of the waste disposal area at 
their Municipal Landfill to accommodate an expansion of approximately 83,000 m3 and optimize site 
operations. Additionally, the Town is proposing to amend the Municipal Landfill service area to 
accommodate waste received from within other close proximity municipalities. 

Presently, the Town operates a 2.95 ha waste disposal site on a 9.04 ha property (see attached map). 
The Landfill has been operational, accepting Municipal solid waste since 1986, and is rapidly approaching 
its total approved capacity of 89,500 m3. The proposed expansion will increase the total landfill capacity to 
approximately 172,500 m3, allowing for the life of the landfill to be extended.  

The expansion was identified within the Smooth Rock Falls Waste Management Strategic Plan, which will 
complement the recycling and diversion programs that have been implemented within the Town. The 
expansion will provide a secure and long term post-diversion waste disposal option for Town residents 
and will prevent the need to establish a new Municipal Landfill and the high costs associated with that. 

The study will follow the Environmental Screening Process legislated for landfills undergoing an 
expansion between 40,000 m3 and 100,000 m3 of additional waste disposal capacity under Ontario 
Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The Study will be conducted in accordance with 
the planning and design process outlined in Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s 
Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, dated March 2007. 

The Screening process includes identifying and applying screening criteria to determine and describe 
potential environmental effects, public/external agency consultation, and the development of measures to 
mitigate identified environmental effects. The results of the Study will be documented in an Environmental 
Screening Report, which will be released for review to the public, Aboriginal communities, and 
government agencies. 

Public Participation will form an integral part of the Environmental Screening Study to ensure that the 
ongoing concerns of the public and affected groups are identified, documented and assessed. A public 
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open house will be held to enable the public to meet the project team and to provide feedback on the 
proposed undertaking. Details on the public open house are as follows:  

Date: May 24, 2017

Time: 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Location: Smooth Rock Falls Curling Club, Reg Lamy Cultural Centre, 133 5th St, Smooth Rock Falls 

Consultation with Aboriginal communities is an important element of the Environmental Assessment 
process. Should you or your Council wish to become involved in the Environmental Assessment process 
or discuss the project, we would be pleased to work with you to develop and carry out separate events 
specifically designed to engage your community in meaningful discussions concerning the project. 

As per the Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, the Town 
of Smooth Rock Falls has prepared the Project Description and Draft Screening Criteria Checklist that are 
attached to this letter for your information. 

Please let us know if you are interested in engaging in discussions and providing input to our project. We 
will keep you up to date on new developments. Please do not hesitate to ask any questions. For further 
information on the proposed study, please contact the undersigned. 

Sincerely, 

Luc Denault 
Town of Smooth Rock falls 
P.O. Box 249 
142 First Avenue 
Smooth Rock Falls, ON P0L 2B0 
T: 705-338-2717  
E-mail: luc.denault@townsrf.ca 

Blair Shoniker, MA., RPP 
Senior Environmental & Waste Planner 
GHD Limited 
T: 905-429-5040  
E-mail: blair.shoniker@ghd.com 

EB/sw/1 

Encl. 
All personal information included in a submission - such as name, address, telephone number and property 
location - is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the 
purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the Environmental 
Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s.37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA). Personal information 
you submit will become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your 
personal information remain confidential. For more information, please contact the Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change's Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at (416) 327-1434.
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Project Description 

Waste management has long been an afterthought for many small, rural communities in northern Ontario. 
In the absence of clear, mandated requirements for waste management in these communities, many have 
seen no reason to move beyond the status quo. However, with the advent of the Waste-Free Ontario Act 
and the recent release of the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change (MOECC) guidance 
document for Solid Waste Management for Northern and Remote Communities, significant changes are on 
the horizon, including for the Town of Smooth Rock Falls (Town). 

Facing a declining population, the departure of key industries, and limited disposal capacity, the Town 
took a bold step and implemented a long-term solid waste management strategy through adoption of its 
20 year Waste Management Strategic Plan. Less than a year in, the Town has made significant 
investments in new equipment and resources, and has successfully implemented a curbside recycling 
program that serves all residential, commercial, and institutional facets of the community. Looking beyond 
their own borders, the Town has also initiated discussions on shared-services with neighbouring 
municipalities in order to maximize the benefit of these new resources. 

The Town’s existing Waste Disposal Site (WDS) was originally established in 1981, and operates under 
Certificate of Approval (C of A) No. A580604 issued by the Ontario Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change (MOECC). The WDS has operated as the primary waste disposal site serving the Town 
of Smooth Rock Falls (including the former Township of Kendrey) for over 35 years. The 2.95 hectare 
(ha) WDS is situated on a 9.04 ha Site, and has an approved capacity of 89,500 cubic metres (m3). The 
remaining life of the WDS is estimated to range between 2.9 to 4.5 years based on the current fill rate. 
The Town hopes to prolong the life of the existing WDS by establishing additional diversion programs and 
implementing measures to increase the operational efficiency. However, with such limited site life 
remaining, program changes and operational efficiencies can only extend the life of the WDS for so long. 
As such, it is inevitable that the Town will need additional disposal capacity in the near future.  

The Town is proposing to expand the limits of the WDS under the Environmental Screening Process 
legislated under Ontario Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The proposed expansion 
will increase the disposal capacity by approximately 83,000 m3, increasing the total capacity of the WDS 
to approximately 172,500 m3. The Town’s Waste Management Strategic Plan identifies the expansion of 
the WDS as a key long term waste management objective. The horizontal and vertical expansion of the 
WDS would increase capacity and subsequently extend the life of the Site. Increasing the capacity of the 
WDS would avoid the potential for further environmental impacts associated with establishing a new 
landfill site or hauling the waste long distances to another site. The expansion of the WDS will satisfy 
phase one of the Town’s Waste Management Strategic Plan while meeting the long-term waste 
management needs of the community. Further, the Province of Ontario has recently introduced the Waste 

Free Ontario Act (WFOA), which has identified interim waste diversion goals, ultimately moving the 
Province of Ontario towards a “waste-free” future. While Ontario works towards the diversion goals 
identified in the WFOA, and in particular the Strategy for a Waste Free Ontario: Building the Circular 
Economy (Strategy), there will still be a need for landfill space. The Strategy discusses how the Province 
would carefully consider the need and location of landfills, including the expansion of existing sites. 
Increasing the capacity of the Town’s existing WDS, would ensure that a new landfill would not be 
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required. The additional capacity for the WDS will be in sync with the Province’s diversion goals over a 
30-year period, as well as with the Town’s implementation of other waste diversion initiatives as outlined 
in their 20 year Waste Management Strategic Plan. 

The Town is also proposing to amend the service area for the WDS to accommodate waste generated 
within other nearby municipalities. This would align with the Strategic Waste Management Plan, which 
identified the potential for establishing partnerships with neighbouring municipalities to share waste 
management services and associated costs. Initial discussions on potential cooperation with 
neighbouring municipalities related to collection, disposal and equipment are at the formative stages. 
Specifically, the Town has discussed shared services from a waste disposal perspective, as well as the 
collection of both recyclables and residual waste.  

In conjunction with the proposed expansion, the Town will also update the existing Design and 
Operations Report for the WDS to reflect changes to the design, expanded service area, updated 
operating procedures, as well as closure and end use considerations. 

Based on the preceding information, the proposed undertaking is to expand the existing WDS to ensure 
the Town has adequate landfill capacity, while having regard for the incremental diversion goals and 
programs outlined in the WFOA and the Town’s 20 year Waste Management Strategic Plan. 
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Screening Criteria Checklist 

At the beginning of the Environmental Screening, the Screening Criteria Checklist (provided as 
Schedule I, pp 62 – 64, to the "Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste 
Management Projects") is to be completed based on the information provided in the Project Description. 
The Screening Criteria reflect the broad definition of “environment” contained in the EA Act.  

As noted in the Guide: 

"The Screening Criteria are presented in the form of a checklist with the option of a "Yes" or "No" 
response. Mitigation measures are not to be considered in concluding whether there is "No" potential 
environmental effect. That is, the proponent is required to answer "Yes" even if the proponent believes 
that a potential environmental effect could likely be mitigated. The reason for requiring a "Yes" is to 
ensure that mitigation measures are open to discussion and review. Another reason for this approach is 
that further discussion and review of a potential effect may reveal that there is no actual effect, in which 
case no mitigation is required. Where a "Yes" has been identified, the proponent is to provide additional 
information in the Environmental Screening Report, explaining the potential effect(s), methods to mitigate 
or address the effect(s), any net effects that are anticipated and if so, their significance. Even where the 
proponent indicates that "No" environmental effects are anticipated, it is recommended that additional 
information be provided in the Environmental Screening Report in order to support the “no effects” 
conclusion”. Each criterion is based on a question which is prefaced with the phrase, “Might the 
Project…”. The table below has been completed as the first step of the Environmental Screening Process 
based on the project description provided above:  

Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
1. Surface and Ground Water

1.1 
Cause negative effects on 
surface water quality, 
quantities or flow? 

X

Drainage swales and an offtake ditch are located 
on-Site, eventually discharging to Tucker Creek in 
the east. No changes to water quality, quantity or 
flow are anticipated as a result of the landfill 
expansion. A Surface Water Study will explore this. 

1.2 
Cause negative effects on 
ground water quality, quantity 
or movement? 

X

The proposed landfill expansion would result in 
additional waste being placed at the Site. This may 
create additional leachate, thereby leading to 
increased potential for leachate to interact with 
groundwater. A Geology and Hydrogeology Study 
will explore this. 

1.3 

Cause significant 
sedimentation or soil erosion 
or shoreline or riverbank 
erosion on or off site? 

X

Significant sedimentation or soil erosion is not 
anticipated as a result of the proposed landfill 
expansion. Changes to the existing surface 
drainage patterns and the potential for 
sedimentation/erosion will be considered in the 
Surface Water Study. 

1.4 Cause negative effects on 
surface or ground water from 

X Leachate created as a result of the additional 
waste has the potential to impact surface and 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
accidental spills or releases 
(e.g., leachate) to the 
environment? 

ground water. This will be explored in the Surface 
Water and Geology and Hydrogeology studies. 

2. Land

2.1 

Cause negative effects on 
residential, commercial, 
institutional or other sensitive 
land uses within 500 metres 
from the site boundary? 

X
No residential, commercial, institutional or other 
sensitive land uses are located within 500 metres 
from the Site boundary. 

2.2 

Not be consistent with the 
Provincial Policy Statement, 
provincial land use or resource 
management plans? 

X
No, the proposed expansion will align with the 
Provincial Policy Statement, provincial land use 
and resource management plans. 

2.3 

Be inconsistent with municipal 
land use policies, plans and 
zoning bylaws (including 
municipal setbacks)? 

X
No, the proposed expansion will align with 
municipal land use policies, plans and zoning 
bylaws (including municipal setbacks). 

2.4 
Use lands not zoned as 
industrial, heavy industrial or 
waste disposal? 

X

No, the proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site, 
which carries the appropriate zoning category for 
this established facility (waste management 
facility). 

2.5 Use hazard lands or unstable 
lands subject to erosion? X No, the proposed expansion will not use hazard 

lands or unstable lands subject to erosion. 

2.6 
Cause negative effects related 
to the remediation of 
contaminated land? 

X No, the proposed expansion will not take place on 
land deemed to be contaminated. 

3. Air and Noise

3.1 

Cause negative effects on air 
quality due to emissions (for 
parameters such as 
temperature, thermal treatment 
exhaust flue gas volume, 
nitrogen dioxide, sulphur 
dioxide, residual oxygen, 
opacity, hydrogen chloride, 
suspended particulates, or 
other contaminants)? 

X
No negative effects on air quality associated with 
the emissions parameters noted in criterion 3.1 are 
anticipated as a result of the proposed expansion 

3.2 

Cause negative effects from 
the emission of greenhouse 
gases (e.g., carbon dioxide, 
carbon monoxide, methane)? 

X

The proposed expansion will result in increased 
greenhouse gas emissions due to the increased 
waste volume. The Town is exploring options for 
the diversion of source-separated organic waste, 
which is a significant contributor to the generation 
of landfill gas (i.e., methane and carbon dioxide). 



Town of Smooth Rock Falls

Town of Smooth Rock Falls – Notice of Commencement – Environmental Screening Study for the Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill 8

Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 

3.3 Cause negative effects from 
the emission of dust or odour? X

Dust and odour emissions may occur as a result of 
the proposed expansion due to vehicle traffic on 
unpaved roads and in the absence of odour best 
management practices (BMPs), such as applying 
daily cover, minimizing the landfill working face, 
etc. The nearest residence is approximately 3 to 5 
km away from the Site, therefore no impacts are 
expected as a result of dust and odour from the 
landfill.  

3.4 Cause negative effects from 
the emission of noise? X

On-Site equipment and truck traffic may create 
noise. The nearest residence is approximately 3 to 
5 km away from the Site, therefore no impacts are 
expected as a result of noise from the landfill. 

3.5 
Cause light pollution from 
trucks or other operational 
activities at the site? 

X Landfill operating hours do not require the use of 
lights. 

4. Natural Environment

4.1 

Cause negative effects on rare 
(vulnerable), threatened or 
endangered species of flora or 
fauna or their habitat? 

X

There is potential for rare (vulnerable), threatened 
or endangered species of flora and/or fauna and/or 
their habitat to occur within the proposed 
expansion area. A Natural Environment Study will 
explore this. 

4.2 

Cause negative effects on 
protected natural areas such 
as, ANSIs, ESAs or other 
significant natural areas? 

X

There is potential for protected natural areas or 
other significant natural areas to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.3 Cause negative effects on 
designated wetlands? X

There is potential for designated wetlands to occur 
within the proposed expansion area. A Natural 
Environment Study will explore this. 

4.4 
Cause negative effects on 
wildlife habitat, populations, 
corridors or movement? 

X

There is potential for wildlife habitat, populations, 
corridors or movement to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.5 

Cause negative effects on fish 
or their habitat, spawning, 
movement or environmental 
conditions (e.g., water 
temperature, turbidity, etc.)? 

X

There is potential for negative effects on fish or 
their habitat, spawning, movement or 
environmental conditions (e.g., water temperature, 
turbidity, etc.) as a result of the proposed 
expansion in nearby Tucker Creek. A Natural 
Environment Study will explore this. 

4.6 
Cause negative effects on 
locally important or valued 
ecosystems or vegetation? 

X

There is potential for locally important or valued 
ecosystems or vegetation to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.7 Increase bird hazards within 
the area that could impact 

X While the proposed expansion may slightly 
increase the attraction for birds, there are no 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
surrounding land uses 
(e.g., airports)? 

airports in the vicinity of the landfill and the nearest 
residence is approximately 3 to 5 km away from 
the site so, therefore, no potential to impact 
surrounding land uses. 

5. Resources

5.1 

Result in practices inconsistent 
with waste studies and/or 
waste diversion targets 
(e.g., result in final disposal of 
materials subject to diversion 
programs)? 

X

Diversion of recyclables such as aluminium/steel 
cans, plastic bottles/containers, paper/cardboard, 
cartons and juice boxes, and glass bottles/jars 
occurs at the source. Scrap metal is segregated at 
the landfill Site and scrap metal contactors are 
contracted on an as-needed basis to collect this 
material for recycling. White goods are segregated 
at the landfill Site, decommissioned and tagged by 
a qualified technician, and removed by a scrap 
metal contactor on an as-needed basis. Tires are 
collected at the landfill under the OTS Program 
and picked up and disposed of by a third party. 
Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment 
(WEEE) received at the landfill is placed in a roll-
off bin and shipped for processing at a private 
facility. 

5.2 
Result in generation of energy 
that cannot be captured and 
utilized? 

X

A small amount of methane would be produced by 
the landfill expansion; however, the landfill capacity 
is well below the threshold requiring landfill gas 
capture (1.5 million m3). 

5.3 

Be located a distance from 
required infrastructure (such as 
availability to customers, 
markets and other factors)? 

X The landfill is located approximately 10 km east of 
the Town of Smooth Rock Falls. 

5.4 

Cause negative effects on the 
use of Canada Land Inventory 
Class 1-3, specialty crop or 
locally significant agricultural 
lands? 

X

Soil at the landfill is classified as Class 3, 
according to the Canada Land Inventory; however, 
the proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site 

5.5 
Cause negative effects on 
existing agricultural 
production? 

X

The proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site. 
There are no agricultural operations surrounding 
the Site. 

6. Socio-economic

6.1 
Cause negative effects on 
neighbourhood or community 
character? 

X The closest residence is approximately 3 to 5 km 
away from the site. 

6.2 Result in aesthetics impacts 
(e.g., visual and litter impacts)? X The closest residence is approximately 3 to 5 km 

away from the site. 



Town of Smooth Rock Falls

Town of Smooth Rock Falls – Notice of Commencement – Environmental Screening Study for the Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill 10

Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 

6.3 
Cause negative effects on 
local businesses, institutions or 
public facilities? 

X

The proposed expansion will not negatively impact 
local businesses, institutions or public facilities as 
none of these uses existing within 3-5 km of the 
Site. 

6.4 
Cause negative effects on 
recreation, cottaging or 
tourism? 

X
The proposed expansion will not negatively impact 
recreation, cottaging or tourism as none of these 
uses existing within 3-5 km of the Site. 

6.5 

Cause negative effects related 
to increases in the demands 
on community services and 
infrastructure? 

X
The proposed expansion will not increase the 
demands on community services and 
infrastructure. 

6.6 
Cause negative effects on the 
economic base of a 
municipality or community? 

X
The proposed expansion will positively impact the 
economic base of the Town, as the Town will not 
have to pay to dispose of their waste elsewhere. 

6.7 
Cause negative effects on 
local employment and labour 
supply? 

X

The proposed expansion will positively impact local 
employment, as the landfill will remain operational, 
requiring several management and operational 
staff. 

6.8 Cause negative effects related 
to traffic? X

The proposed expansion will not impact traffic as 
the landfill is located approximately 10 km east of 
the Town of Smooth Rock Falls. 

6.9 
Be located within 8 km of an 
aerodrome/airport reference 
point? 

X The landfill is not located within 8 km of an 
aerodrome/airport reference point. 

6.10 
Interfere with flight paths due 
to the construction of facilities 
with height (i.e. stacks)? 

X The proposed expansion will not include the 
construction of facilities with height. 

6.11 Cause negative effects on 
public health and safety? X

The proposed expansion will operate under an 
amended ECA for the landfill, ensuring there are 
no negative effects to public health or safety. 

7. Heritage and Culture

7.1 

Cause negative effects on 
heritage buildings, structures 
or sites, archaeological sites or 
areas of archaeological 
importance, or cultural heritage 
landscapes? 

X

There are no known heritage buildings, structures 
or sites, archaeological sites or areas of 
archaeological importance, or cultural heritage 
landscapes on the Waste Disposal Site. This will 
be confirmed through completion of Ministry of 
Tourism, Culture and Sport checklists and, if 
required, Archaeological and/or Cultural Heritage 
assessments. 

7.2 
Cause negative effects on 
scenic or aesthetically pleasing 
landscapes or views? 

X

The proposed expansion will not cause negative 
effects on scenic or aesthetically pleasing 
landscapes or views as it is located approximately 
2.9 km north of Highway 11 and 3-5 km northwest 
of the closest residence. 



Town of Smooth Rock Falls

Town of Smooth Rock Falls – Notice of Commencement – Environmental Screening Study for the Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill 11

Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
8. Aboriginal

8.1 

Cause negative effects on 
land, resources, traditional 
activities or other interests of 
Aboriginal communities?

X
The Waste Disposal Site is not subject to any land 
claims, however consultation with Indigenous 
groups will take place throughout the Screening. 

9. Other

9.1 
Result in the creation of 
non-hazardous waste 
materials requiring disposal?

X
The soils excavated from the proposed expansion 
area will be used for daily cover at the Waste 
Disposal Site. 

9.2 
Result in the creation of 
hazardous waste materials 
requiring disposal? 

X No hazardous waste will be created as a result of 
the proposed expansion. 

9.3 

Cause any other negative 
environmental effects not 
covered by the criteria outlined 
above? 

X No other negative environmental effects are 
anticipated as a result of the proposed expansion. 
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Brown, Erika

From: Brown, Erika
Sent: Thursday, May 11, 2017 5:54 PM
To: 'dwight_sutherland@hotmail.com'
Cc: Shoniker, Blair; 'luc.denault@townsrf.ca'
Subject: Notice of Commencement & Open House - Environmental Screening Study for the 

Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill
Attachments: Smooth Rock Falls - Notice of Commencement & Open House.pdf; Smooth Rock Falls - 

Notice of Commencement & Open House_Sutherland.pdf

Dear Chief Sutherland, 

The Town of Smooth Rock Falls  (Town)  is proposing  to expand  the  limits of  the waste disposal area at  their Municipal Landfill  to 

accommodate an expansion of approximately 83,000 m3 and optimize site operations. Additionally, the Town is proposing to amend

the Municipal Landfill service area to accommodate waste received from within other close proximity municipalities.  

Presently, the Town operates a 2.95 ha waste disposal site on a 9.04 ha property (see attached map). The Landfill has been operational,

accepting Municipal  solid waste  since  1986,  and  is  rapidly  approaching  its  total  approved  capacity  of  89,500 m3.  The  proposed 

expansion will increase the total landfill capacity to approximately 172,500 m3, allowing for the life of the landfill to be extended.  

The expansion was identified within the Smooth Rock Falls Waste Management Strategic Plan, which will complement the recycling 

and diversion programs  that have been  implemented within  the Town. The expansion will provide a  secure and  long  term post‐

diversion waste disposal option for Town residents and will prevent the need to establish a new Municipal Landfill and the high costs 

associated with that. 

The study will follow the Environmental Screening Process  legislated for  landfills undergoing an expansion between 40,000 m3 and 

100,000 m3 of additional waste disposal capacity under Ontario Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The Study will 

be  conducted  in  accordance with  the planning  and design process outlined  in Ontario Ministry of  the  Environment  and Climate

Change’s Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, dated March 2007.  

The Screening process includes identifying and applying screening criteria to determine and describe potential environmental effects,

public/external agency consultation, and the development of measures to mitigate  identified environmental effects. The results of 

the Study will be documented  in an Environmental Screening Report, which will be  released  for  review  to  the public, Aboriginal

communities, and government agencies. 

Public Participation will form an integral part of the Environmental Screening Study to ensure that the ongoing concerns of the 
public and affected groups are identified, documented and assessed. A public open house will be held to enable the public to meet 
the project team and to provide feedback on the proposed undertaking. Details on the public open house are as follows:  

 
Date: May 24, 2017 
Time: 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
Location: Smooth Rock Falls Curling Club, Reg Lamy Cultural Centre, 133 5th St, Smooth Rock Falls 
 
Consultation with Aboriginal communities is an important element of the Environmental Assessment process. Should you or your 
Council wish to become involved in the Environmental Assessment process or discuss the project, we would be pleased to work with 
you to develop and carry out separate events specifically designed to engage your community in meaningful discussions concerning 
the project. 
 
As per the Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, the Town of Smooth Rock Falls has 
prepared the Project Description and Draft Screening Criteria Checklist that are attached to this letter for your information. 
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Please let us know if you are interested in engaging in discussions and providing input to our project. We will keep you up to date on 
new developments. Please do not hesitate to ask any questions. For further information on the proposed study, please contact the 
undersigned. 
 
Regards, 
Erika Brown 
 
on behalf of 

 
Blair Shoniker, MA., RPP 
Senior Waste & Environmental Planner 
 
GHD 
T: 905 429 5040 | F: 905 432 7877 | C: 647 525 9798 | E: blair.shoniker@ghd.com 
65 Sunray Street Whitby ON L1N 8Y3 | www.ghd.com 

WATER | ENERGY & RESOURCES | ENVIRONMENT | PROPERTY & BUILDINGS | TRANSPORTATION 
 
Please consider our environment before printing this email 
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May 11, 2017 

Chief Dwight Sutherland 
Taykwa Tagamou Nation 
RR.#2 
Box 3310 
Cochrane, ON P0L 1C0 

Dear Chief Sutherland: 

Re: Notice of Commencement and Public Open House 
Environmental Screening Study for the Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill 

The Town of Smooth Rock Falls (Town) is proposing to expand the limits of the waste disposal area at 
their Municipal Landfill to accommodate an expansion of approximately 83,000 m3 and optimize site 
operations. Additionally, the Town is proposing to amend the Municipal Landfill service area to 
accommodate waste received from within other close proximity municipalities. 

Presently, the Town operates a 2.95 ha waste disposal site on a 9.04 ha property (see attached map). 
The Landfill has been operational, accepting Municipal solid waste since 1986, and is rapidly approaching 
its total approved capacity of 89,500 m3. The proposed expansion will increase the total landfill capacity to 
approximately 172,500 m3, allowing for the life of the landfill to be extended.  

The expansion was identified within the Smooth Rock Falls Waste Management Strategic Plan, which will 
complement the recycling and diversion programs that have been implemented within the Town. The 
expansion will provide a secure and long term post-diversion waste disposal option for Town residents 
and will prevent the need to establish a new Municipal Landfill and the high costs associated with that. 

The study will follow the Environmental Screening Process legislated for landfills undergoing an 
expansion between 40,000 m3 and 100,000 m3 of additional waste disposal capacity under Ontario 
Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The Study will be conducted in accordance with 
the planning and design process outlined in Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s 
Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, dated March 2007. 

The Screening process includes identifying and applying screening criteria to determine and describe 
potential environmental effects, public/external agency consultation, and the development of measures to 
mitigate identified environmental effects. The results of the Study will be documented in an Environmental 
Screening Report, which will be released for review to the public, Aboriginal communities, and 
government agencies. 

Public Participation will form an integral part of the Environmental Screening Study to ensure that the 
ongoing concerns of the public and affected groups are identified, documented and assessed. A public 
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open house will be held to enable the public to meet the project team and to provide feedback on the 
proposed undertaking. Details on the public open house are as follows:  

Date: May 24, 2017

Time: 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Location: Smooth Rock Falls Curling Club, Reg Lamy Cultural Centre, 133 5th St, Smooth Rock Falls 

Consultation with Aboriginal communities is an important element of the Environmental Assessment 
process. Should you or your Council wish to become involved in the Environmental Assessment process 
or discuss the project, we would be pleased to work with you to develop and carry out separate events 
specifically designed to engage your community in meaningful discussions concerning the project. 

As per the Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, the Town 
of Smooth Rock Falls has prepared the Project Description and Draft Screening Criteria Checklist that are 
attached to this letter for your information. 

Please let us know if you are interested in engaging in discussions and providing input to our project. We 
will keep you up to date on new developments. Please do not hesitate to ask any questions. For further 
information on the proposed study, please contact the undersigned. 

Sincerely, 

Luc Denault 
Town of Smooth Rock falls 
P.O. Box 249 
142 First Avenue 
Smooth Rock Falls, ON P0L 2B0 
T: 705-338-2717  
E-mail: luc.denault@townsrf.ca 

Blair Shoniker, MA., RPP 
Senior Environmental & Waste Planner 
GHD Limited 
T: 905-429-5040  
E-mail: blair.shoniker@ghd.com 

EB/sw/1 

Encl. 
All personal information included in a submission - such as name, address, telephone number and property 
location - is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the 
purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the Environmental 
Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s.37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA). Personal information 
you submit will become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your 
personal information remain confidential. For more information, please contact the Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change's Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at (416) 327-1434.
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Project Description 

Waste management has long been an afterthought for many small, rural communities in northern Ontario. 
In the absence of clear, mandated requirements for waste management in these communities, many have 
seen no reason to move beyond the status quo. However, with the advent of the Waste-Free Ontario Act 
and the recent release of the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change (MOECC) guidance 
document for Solid Waste Management for Northern and Remote Communities, significant changes are on 
the horizon, including for the Town of Smooth Rock Falls (Town). 

Facing a declining population, the departure of key industries, and limited disposal capacity, the Town 
took a bold step and implemented a long-term solid waste management strategy through adoption of its 
20 year Waste Management Strategic Plan. Less than a year in, the Town has made significant 
investments in new equipment and resources, and has successfully implemented a curbside recycling 
program that serves all residential, commercial, and institutional facets of the community. Looking beyond 
their own borders, the Town has also initiated discussions on shared-services with neighbouring 
municipalities in order to maximize the benefit of these new resources. 

The Town’s existing Waste Disposal Site (WDS) was originally established in 1981, and operates under 
Certificate of Approval (C of A) No. A580604 issued by the Ontario Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change (MOECC). The WDS has operated as the primary waste disposal site serving the Town 
of Smooth Rock Falls (including the former Township of Kendrey) for over 35 years. The 2.95 hectare 
(ha) WDS is situated on a 9.04 ha Site, and has an approved capacity of 89,500 cubic metres (m3). The 
remaining life of the WDS is estimated to range between 2.9 to 4.5 years based on the current fill rate. 
The Town hopes to prolong the life of the existing WDS by establishing additional diversion programs and 
implementing measures to increase the operational efficiency. However, with such limited site life 
remaining, program changes and operational efficiencies can only extend the life of the WDS for so long. 
As such, it is inevitable that the Town will need additional disposal capacity in the near future.  

The Town is proposing to expand the limits of the WDS under the Environmental Screening Process 
legislated under Ontario Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The proposed expansion 
will increase the disposal capacity by approximately 83,000 m3, increasing the total capacity of the WDS 
to approximately 172,500 m3. The Town’s Waste Management Strategic Plan identifies the expansion of 
the WDS as a key long term waste management objective. The horizontal and vertical expansion of the 
WDS would increase capacity and subsequently extend the life of the Site. Increasing the capacity of the 
WDS would avoid the potential for further environmental impacts associated with establishing a new 
landfill site or hauling the waste long distances to another site. The expansion of the WDS will satisfy 
phase one of the Town’s Waste Management Strategic Plan while meeting the long-term waste 
management needs of the community. Further, the Province of Ontario has recently introduced the Waste 

Free Ontario Act (WFOA), which has identified interim waste diversion goals, ultimately moving the 
Province of Ontario towards a “waste-free” future. While Ontario works towards the diversion goals 
identified in the WFOA, and in particular the Strategy for a Waste Free Ontario: Building the Circular 
Economy (Strategy), there will still be a need for landfill space. The Strategy discusses how the Province 
would carefully consider the need and location of landfills, including the expansion of existing sites. 
Increasing the capacity of the Town’s existing WDS, would ensure that a new landfill would not be 
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required. The additional capacity for the WDS will be in sync with the Province’s diversion goals over a 
30-year period, as well as with the Town’s implementation of other waste diversion initiatives as outlined 
in their 20 year Waste Management Strategic Plan. 

The Town is also proposing to amend the service area for the WDS to accommodate waste generated 
within other nearby municipalities. This would align with the Strategic Waste Management Plan, which 
identified the potential for establishing partnerships with neighbouring municipalities to share waste 
management services and associated costs. Initial discussions on potential cooperation with 
neighbouring municipalities related to collection, disposal and equipment are at the formative stages. 
Specifically, the Town has discussed shared services from a waste disposal perspective, as well as the 
collection of both recyclables and residual waste.  

In conjunction with the proposed expansion, the Town will also update the existing Design and 
Operations Report for the WDS to reflect changes to the design, expanded service area, updated 
operating procedures, as well as closure and end use considerations. 

Based on the preceding information, the proposed undertaking is to expand the existing WDS to ensure 
the Town has adequate landfill capacity, while having regard for the incremental diversion goals and 
programs outlined in the WFOA and the Town’s 20 year Waste Management Strategic Plan. 
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Screening Criteria Checklist 

At the beginning of the Environmental Screening, the Screening Criteria Checklist (provided as 
Schedule I, pp 62 – 64, to the "Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste 
Management Projects") is to be completed based on the information provided in the Project Description. 
The Screening Criteria reflect the broad definition of “environment” contained in the EA Act.  

As noted in the Guide: 

"The Screening Criteria are presented in the form of a checklist with the option of a "Yes" or "No" 
response. Mitigation measures are not to be considered in concluding whether there is "No" potential 
environmental effect. That is, the proponent is required to answer "Yes" even if the proponent believes 
that a potential environmental effect could likely be mitigated. The reason for requiring a "Yes" is to 
ensure that mitigation measures are open to discussion and review. Another reason for this approach is 
that further discussion and review of a potential effect may reveal that there is no actual effect, in which 
case no mitigation is required. Where a "Yes" has been identified, the proponent is to provide additional 
information in the Environmental Screening Report, explaining the potential effect(s), methods to mitigate 
or address the effect(s), any net effects that are anticipated and if so, their significance. Even where the 
proponent indicates that "No" environmental effects are anticipated, it is recommended that additional 
information be provided in the Environmental Screening Report in order to support the “no effects” 
conclusion”. Each criterion is based on a question which is prefaced with the phrase, “Might the 
Project…”. The table below has been completed as the first step of the Environmental Screening Process 
based on the project description provided above:  

Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
1. Surface and Ground Water

1.1 
Cause negative effects on 
surface water quality, 
quantities or flow? 

X

Drainage swales and an offtake ditch are located 
on-Site, eventually discharging to Tucker Creek in 
the east. No changes to water quality, quantity or 
flow are anticipated as a result of the landfill 
expansion. A Surface Water Study will explore this. 

1.2 
Cause negative effects on 
ground water quality, quantity 
or movement? 

X

The proposed landfill expansion would result in 
additional waste being placed at the Site. This may 
create additional leachate, thereby leading to 
increased potential for leachate to interact with 
groundwater. A Geology and Hydrogeology Study 
will explore this. 

1.3 

Cause significant 
sedimentation or soil erosion 
or shoreline or riverbank 
erosion on or off site? 

X

Significant sedimentation or soil erosion is not 
anticipated as a result of the proposed landfill 
expansion. Changes to the existing surface 
drainage patterns and the potential for 
sedimentation/erosion will be considered in the 
Surface Water Study. 

1.4 Cause negative effects on 
surface or ground water from 

X Leachate created as a result of the additional 
waste has the potential to impact surface and 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
accidental spills or releases 
(e.g., leachate) to the 
environment? 

ground water. This will be explored in the Surface 
Water and Geology and Hydrogeology studies. 

2. Land

2.1 

Cause negative effects on 
residential, commercial, 
institutional or other sensitive 
land uses within 500 metres 
from the site boundary? 

X
No residential, commercial, institutional or other 
sensitive land uses are located within 500 metres 
from the Site boundary. 

2.2 

Not be consistent with the 
Provincial Policy Statement, 
provincial land use or resource 
management plans? 

X
No, the proposed expansion will align with the 
Provincial Policy Statement, provincial land use 
and resource management plans. 

2.3 

Be inconsistent with municipal 
land use policies, plans and 
zoning bylaws (including 
municipal setbacks)? 

X
No, the proposed expansion will align with 
municipal land use policies, plans and zoning 
bylaws (including municipal setbacks). 

2.4 
Use lands not zoned as 
industrial, heavy industrial or 
waste disposal? 

X

No, the proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site, 
which carries the appropriate zoning category for 
this established facility (waste management 
facility). 

2.5 Use hazard lands or unstable 
lands subject to erosion? X No, the proposed expansion will not use hazard 

lands or unstable lands subject to erosion. 

2.6 
Cause negative effects related 
to the remediation of 
contaminated land? 

X No, the proposed expansion will not take place on 
land deemed to be contaminated. 

3. Air and Noise

3.1 

Cause negative effects on air 
quality due to emissions (for 
parameters such as 
temperature, thermal treatment 
exhaust flue gas volume, 
nitrogen dioxide, sulphur 
dioxide, residual oxygen, 
opacity, hydrogen chloride, 
suspended particulates, or 
other contaminants)? 

X
No negative effects on air quality associated with 
the emissions parameters noted in criterion 3.1 are 
anticipated as a result of the proposed expansion 

3.2 

Cause negative effects from 
the emission of greenhouse 
gases (e.g., carbon dioxide, 
carbon monoxide, methane)? 

X

The proposed expansion will result in increased 
greenhouse gas emissions due to the increased 
waste volume. The Town is exploring options for 
the diversion of source-separated organic waste, 
which is a significant contributor to the generation 
of landfill gas (i.e., methane and carbon dioxide). 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 

3.3 Cause negative effects from 
the emission of dust or odour? X

Dust and odour emissions may occur as a result of 
the proposed expansion due to vehicle traffic on 
unpaved roads and in the absence of odour best 
management practices (BMPs), such as applying 
daily cover, minimizing the landfill working face, 
etc. The nearest residence is approximately 3 to 5 
km away from the Site, therefore no impacts are 
expected as a result of dust and odour from the 
landfill.  

3.4 Cause negative effects from 
the emission of noise? X

On-Site equipment and truck traffic may create 
noise. The nearest residence is approximately 3 to 
5 km away from the Site, therefore no impacts are 
expected as a result of noise from the landfill. 

3.5 
Cause light pollution from 
trucks or other operational 
activities at the site? 

X Landfill operating hours do not require the use of 
lights. 

4. Natural Environment

4.1 

Cause negative effects on rare 
(vulnerable), threatened or 
endangered species of flora or 
fauna or their habitat? 

X

There is potential for rare (vulnerable), threatened 
or endangered species of flora and/or fauna and/or 
their habitat to occur within the proposed 
expansion area. A Natural Environment Study will 
explore this. 

4.2 

Cause negative effects on 
protected natural areas such 
as, ANSIs, ESAs or other 
significant natural areas? 

X

There is potential for protected natural areas or 
other significant natural areas to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.3 Cause negative effects on 
designated wetlands? X

There is potential for designated wetlands to occur 
within the proposed expansion area. A Natural 
Environment Study will explore this. 

4.4 
Cause negative effects on 
wildlife habitat, populations, 
corridors or movement? 

X

There is potential for wildlife habitat, populations, 
corridors or movement to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.5 

Cause negative effects on fish 
or their habitat, spawning, 
movement or environmental 
conditions (e.g., water 
temperature, turbidity, etc.)? 

X

There is potential for negative effects on fish or 
their habitat, spawning, movement or 
environmental conditions (e.g., water temperature, 
turbidity, etc.) as a result of the proposed 
expansion in nearby Tucker Creek. A Natural 
Environment Study will explore this. 

4.6 
Cause negative effects on 
locally important or valued 
ecosystems or vegetation? 

X

There is potential for locally important or valued 
ecosystems or vegetation to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.7 Increase bird hazards within 
the area that could impact 

X While the proposed expansion may slightly 
increase the attraction for birds, there are no 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
surrounding land uses 
(e.g., airports)? 

airports in the vicinity of the landfill and the nearest 
residence is approximately 3 to 5 km away from 
the site so, therefore, no potential to impact 
surrounding land uses. 

5. Resources

5.1 

Result in practices inconsistent 
with waste studies and/or 
waste diversion targets 
(e.g., result in final disposal of 
materials subject to diversion 
programs)? 

X

Diversion of recyclables such as aluminium/steel 
cans, plastic bottles/containers, paper/cardboard, 
cartons and juice boxes, and glass bottles/jars 
occurs at the source. Scrap metal is segregated at 
the landfill Site and scrap metal contactors are 
contracted on an as-needed basis to collect this 
material for recycling. White goods are segregated 
at the landfill Site, decommissioned and tagged by 
a qualified technician, and removed by a scrap 
metal contactor on an as-needed basis. Tires are 
collected at the landfill under the OTS Program 
and picked up and disposed of by a third party. 
Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment 
(WEEE) received at the landfill is placed in a roll-
off bin and shipped for processing at a private 
facility. 

5.2 
Result in generation of energy 
that cannot be captured and 
utilized? 

X

A small amount of methane would be produced by 
the landfill expansion; however, the landfill capacity 
is well below the threshold requiring landfill gas 
capture (1.5 million m3). 

5.3 

Be located a distance from 
required infrastructure (such as 
availability to customers, 
markets and other factors)? 

X The landfill is located approximately 10 km east of 
the Town of Smooth Rock Falls. 

5.4 

Cause negative effects on the 
use of Canada Land Inventory 
Class 1-3, specialty crop or 
locally significant agricultural 
lands? 

X

Soil at the landfill is classified as Class 3, 
according to the Canada Land Inventory; however, 
the proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site 

5.5 
Cause negative effects on 
existing agricultural 
production? 

X

The proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site. 
There are no agricultural operations surrounding 
the Site. 

6. Socio-economic

6.1 
Cause negative effects on 
neighbourhood or community 
character? 

X The closest residence is approximately 3 to 5 km 
away from the site. 

6.2 Result in aesthetics impacts 
(e.g., visual and litter impacts)? X The closest residence is approximately 3 to 5 km 

away from the site. 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 

6.3 
Cause negative effects on 
local businesses, institutions or 
public facilities? 

X

The proposed expansion will not negatively impact 
local businesses, institutions or public facilities as 
none of these uses existing within 3-5 km of the 
Site. 

6.4 
Cause negative effects on 
recreation, cottaging or 
tourism? 

X
The proposed expansion will not negatively impact 
recreation, cottaging or tourism as none of these 
uses existing within 3-5 km of the Site. 

6.5 

Cause negative effects related 
to increases in the demands 
on community services and 
infrastructure? 

X
The proposed expansion will not increase the 
demands on community services and 
infrastructure. 

6.6 
Cause negative effects on the 
economic base of a 
municipality or community? 

X
The proposed expansion will positively impact the 
economic base of the Town, as the Town will not 
have to pay to dispose of their waste elsewhere. 

6.7 
Cause negative effects on 
local employment and labour 
supply? 

X

The proposed expansion will positively impact local 
employment, as the landfill will remain operational, 
requiring several management and operational 
staff. 

6.8 Cause negative effects related 
to traffic? X

The proposed expansion will not impact traffic as 
the landfill is located approximately 10 km east of 
the Town of Smooth Rock Falls. 

6.9 
Be located within 8 km of an 
aerodrome/airport reference 
point? 

X The landfill is not located within 8 km of an 
aerodrome/airport reference point. 

6.10 
Interfere with flight paths due 
to the construction of facilities 
with height (i.e. stacks)? 

X The proposed expansion will not include the 
construction of facilities with height. 

6.11 Cause negative effects on 
public health and safety? X

The proposed expansion will operate under an 
amended ECA for the landfill, ensuring there are 
no negative effects to public health or safety. 

7. Heritage and Culture

7.1 

Cause negative effects on 
heritage buildings, structures 
or sites, archaeological sites or 
areas of archaeological 
importance, or cultural heritage 
landscapes? 

X

There are no known heritage buildings, structures 
or sites, archaeological sites or areas of 
archaeological importance, or cultural heritage 
landscapes on the Waste Disposal Site. This will 
be confirmed through completion of Ministry of 
Tourism, Culture and Sport checklists and, if 
required, Archaeological and/or Cultural Heritage 
assessments. 

7.2 
Cause negative effects on 
scenic or aesthetically pleasing 
landscapes or views? 

X

The proposed expansion will not cause negative 
effects on scenic or aesthetically pleasing 
landscapes or views as it is located approximately 
2.9 km north of Highway 11 and 3-5 km northwest 
of the closest residence. 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
8. Aboriginal

8.1 

Cause negative effects on 
land, resources, traditional 
activities or other interests of 
Aboriginal communities?

X
The Waste Disposal Site is not subject to any land 
claims, however consultation with Indigenous 
groups will take place throughout the Screening. 

9. Other

9.1 
Result in the creation of 
non-hazardous waste 
materials requiring disposal?

X
The soils excavated from the proposed expansion 
area will be used for daily cover at the Waste 
Disposal Site. 

9.2 
Result in the creation of 
hazardous waste materials 
requiring disposal? 

X No hazardous waste will be created as a result of 
the proposed expansion. 

9.3 

Cause any other negative 
environmental effects not 
covered by the criteria outlined 
above? 

X No other negative environmental effects are 
anticipated as a result of the proposed expansion. 
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Brown, Erika

From: Brown, Erika
Sent: Thursday, May 11, 2017 5:50 PM
To: 'jamesw@metisnation.org'
Cc: Shoniker, Blair; 'luc.denault@townsrf.ca'
Subject: Notice of Commencement & Open House - Environmental Screening Study for the 

Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill
Attachments: Smooth Rock Falls - Notice of Commencement & Open House.pdf; Smooth Rock Falls - 

Notice of Commencement & Open House_Wagar.pdf

Dear Mr. Wagar, 

The Town of Smooth Rock Falls  (Town)  is proposing  to expand  the  limits of  the waste disposal area at  their Municipal Landfill  to 

accommodate an expansion of approximately 83,000 m3 and optimize site operations. Additionally, the Town is proposing to amend

the Municipal Landfill service area to accommodate waste received from within other close proximity municipalities.  

Presently, the Town operates a 2.95 ha waste disposal site on a 9.04 ha property (see attached map). The Landfill has been operational,

accepting Municipal  solid waste  since  1986,  and  is  rapidly  approaching  its  total  approved  capacity  of  89,500 m3.  The  proposed 

expansion will increase the total landfill capacity to approximately 172,500 m3, allowing for the life of the landfill to be extended.  

The expansion was identified within the Smooth Rock Falls Waste Management Strategic Plan, which will complement the recycling 

and diversion programs  that have been  implemented within  the Town. The expansion will provide a  secure and  long  term post‐

diversion waste disposal option for Town residents and will prevent the need to establish a new Municipal Landfill and the high costs 

associated with that. 

The study will follow the Environmental Screening Process  legislated for  landfills undergoing an expansion between 40,000 m3 and 

100,000 m3 of additional waste disposal capacity under Ontario Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The Study will 

be  conducted  in  accordance with  the planning  and design process outlined  in Ontario Ministry of  the  Environment  and Climate

Change’s Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, dated March 2007.  

The Screening process includes identifying and applying screening criteria to determine and describe potential environmental effects,

public/external agency consultation, and the development of measures to mitigate  identified environmental effects. The results of 

the Study will be documented  in an Environmental Screening Report, which will be  released  for  review  to  the public, Aboriginal

communities, and government agencies. 

Public Participation will form an integral part of the Environmental Screening Study to ensure that the ongoing concerns of the 
public and affected groups are identified, documented and assessed. A public open house will be held to enable the public to meet 
the project team and to provide feedback on the proposed undertaking. Details on the public open house are as follows:  

 
Date: May 24, 2017 
Time: 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
Location: Smooth Rock Falls Curling Club, Reg Lamy Cultural Centre, 133 5th St, Smooth Rock Falls 
 
Consultation with Aboriginal communities is an important element of the Environmental Assessment process. Should you or your 
Council wish to become involved in the Environmental Assessment process or discuss the project, we would be pleased to work with 
you to develop and carry out separate events specifically designed to engage your community in meaningful discussions concerning 
the project. 
 
As per the Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, the Town of Smooth Rock Falls has 
prepared the Project Description and Draft Screening Criteria Checklist that are attached to this letter for your information. 
 



2

Please let us know if you are interested in engaging in discussions and providing input to our project. We will keep you up to date on 
new developments. Please do not hesitate to ask any questions. For further information on the proposed study, please contact the 
undersigned. 
 
Regards, 
Erika Brown 
 
on behalf of 

 
Blair Shoniker, MA., RPP 
Senior Waste & Environmental Planner 
 
GHD 
T: 905 429 5040 | F: 905 432 7877 | C: 647 525 9798 | E: blair.shoniker@ghd.com 
65 Sunray Street Whitby ON L1N 8Y3 | www.ghd.com 

WATER | ENERGY & RESOURCES | ENVIRONMENT | PROPERTY & BUILDINGS | TRANSPORTATION 
 
Please consider our environment before printing this email 
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May 11, 2017 

James Wagar 
Métis Nation of Ontario  
Supervisor, Lands & Resources 
75 Sherbourne Street, Suite 311 
Toronto, ON M5A 2P9 

Dear Mr. Wagar: 

Re: Notice of Commencement and Public Open House 
Environmental Screening Study for the Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill 

The Town of Smooth Rock Falls (Town) is proposing to expand the limits of the waste disposal area at 
their Municipal Landfill to accommodate an expansion of approximately 83,000 m3 and optimize site 
operations. Additionally, the Town is proposing to amend the Municipal Landfill service area to 
accommodate waste received from within other close proximity municipalities. 

Presently, the Town operates a 2.95 ha waste disposal site on a 9.04 ha property (see attached map). 
The Landfill has been operational, accepting Municipal solid waste since 1986, and is rapidly approaching 
its total approved capacity of 89,500 m3. The proposed expansion will increase the total landfill capacity to 
approximately 172,500 m3, allowing for the life of the landfill to be extended.  

The expansion was identified within the Smooth Rock Falls Waste Management Strategic Plan, which will 
complement the recycling and diversion programs that have been implemented within the Town. The 
expansion will provide a secure and long term post-diversion waste disposal option for Town residents 
and will prevent the need to establish a new Municipal Landfill and the high costs associated with that. 

The study will follow the Environmental Screening Process legislated for landfills undergoing an 
expansion between 40,000 m3 and 100,000 m3 of additional waste disposal capacity under Ontario 
Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The Study will be conducted in accordance with 
the planning and design process outlined in Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s 
Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, dated March 2007. 

The Screening process includes identifying and applying screening criteria to determine and describe 
potential environmental effects, public/external agency consultation, and the development of measures to 
mitigate identified environmental effects. The results of the Study will be documented in an Environmental 
Screening Report, which will be released for review to the public, Aboriginal communities, and 
government agencies. 

Public Participation will form an integral part of the Environmental Screening Study to ensure that the 
ongoing concerns of the public and affected groups are identified, documented and assessed. A public 
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open house will be held to enable the public to meet the project team and to provide feedback on the 
proposed undertaking. Details on the public open house are as follows:  

Date: May 24, 2017

Time: 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Location: Smooth Rock Falls Curling Club, Reg Lamy Cultural Centre, 133 5th St, Smooth Rock Falls 

Consultation with Aboriginal communities is an important element of the Environmental Assessment 
process. Should you or your Council wish to become involved in the Environmental Assessment process 
or discuss the project, we would be pleased to work with you to develop and carry out separate events 
specifically designed to engage your community in meaningful discussions concerning the project. 

As per the Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, the Town 
of Smooth Rock Falls has prepared the Project Description and Draft Screening Criteria Checklist that are 
attached to this letter for your information. 

Please let us know if you are interested in engaging in discussions and providing input to our project. We 
will keep you up to date on new developments. Please do not hesitate to ask any questions. For further 
information on the proposed study, please contact the undersigned. 

Sincerely, 

Luc Denault 
Town of Smooth Rock falls 
P.O. Box 249 
142 First Avenue 
Smooth Rock Falls, ON P0L 2B0 
T: 705-338-2717  
E-mail: luc.denault@townsrf.ca 

Blair Shoniker, MA., RPP 
Senior Environmental & Waste Planner 
GHD Limited 
T: 905-429-5040  
E-mail: blair.shoniker@ghd.com 

EB/sw/1 

Encl. 
All personal information included in a submission - such as name, address, telephone number and property 
location - is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the 
purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the Environmental 
Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s.37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA). Personal information 
you submit will become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your 
personal information remain confidential. For more information, please contact the Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change's Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at (416) 327-1434.
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Project Description 

Waste management has long been an afterthought for many small, rural communities in northern Ontario. 
In the absence of clear, mandated requirements for waste management in these communities, many have 
seen no reason to move beyond the status quo. However, with the advent of the Waste-Free Ontario Act 
and the recent release of the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change (MOECC) guidance 
document for Solid Waste Management for Northern and Remote Communities, significant changes are on 
the horizon, including for the Town of Smooth Rock Falls (Town). 

Facing a declining population, the departure of key industries, and limited disposal capacity, the Town 
took a bold step and implemented a long-term solid waste management strategy through adoption of its 
20 year Waste Management Strategic Plan. Less than a year in, the Town has made significant 
investments in new equipment and resources, and has successfully implemented a curbside recycling 
program that serves all residential, commercial, and institutional facets of the community. Looking beyond 
their own borders, the Town has also initiated discussions on shared-services with neighbouring 
municipalities in order to maximize the benefit of these new resources. 

The Town’s existing Waste Disposal Site (WDS) was originally established in 1981, and operates under 
Certificate of Approval (C of A) No. A580604 issued by the Ontario Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change (MOECC). The WDS has operated as the primary waste disposal site serving the Town 
of Smooth Rock Falls (including the former Township of Kendrey) for over 35 years. The 2.95 hectare 
(ha) WDS is situated on a 9.04 ha Site, and has an approved capacity of 89,500 cubic metres (m3). The 
remaining life of the WDS is estimated to range between 2.9 to 4.5 years based on the current fill rate. 
The Town hopes to prolong the life of the existing WDS by establishing additional diversion programs and 
implementing measures to increase the operational efficiency. However, with such limited site life 
remaining, program changes and operational efficiencies can only extend the life of the WDS for so long. 
As such, it is inevitable that the Town will need additional disposal capacity in the near future.  

The Town is proposing to expand the limits of the WDS under the Environmental Screening Process 
legislated under Ontario Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The proposed expansion 
will increase the disposal capacity by approximately 83,000 m3, increasing the total capacity of the WDS 
to approximately 172,500 m3. The Town’s Waste Management Strategic Plan identifies the expansion of 
the WDS as a key long term waste management objective. The horizontal and vertical expansion of the 
WDS would increase capacity and subsequently extend the life of the Site. Increasing the capacity of the 
WDS would avoid the potential for further environmental impacts associated with establishing a new 
landfill site or hauling the waste long distances to another site. The expansion of the WDS will satisfy 
phase one of the Town’s Waste Management Strategic Plan while meeting the long-term waste 
management needs of the community. Further, the Province of Ontario has recently introduced the Waste 

Free Ontario Act (WFOA), which has identified interim waste diversion goals, ultimately moving the 
Province of Ontario towards a “waste-free” future. While Ontario works towards the diversion goals 
identified in the WFOA, and in particular the Strategy for a Waste Free Ontario: Building the Circular 
Economy (Strategy), there will still be a need for landfill space. The Strategy discusses how the Province 
would carefully consider the need and location of landfills, including the expansion of existing sites. 
Increasing the capacity of the Town’s existing WDS, would ensure that a new landfill would not be 
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required. The additional capacity for the WDS will be in sync with the Province’s diversion goals over a 
30-year period, as well as with the Town’s implementation of other waste diversion initiatives as outlined 
in their 20 year Waste Management Strategic Plan. 

The Town is also proposing to amend the service area for the WDS to accommodate waste generated 
within other nearby municipalities. This would align with the Strategic Waste Management Plan, which 
identified the potential for establishing partnerships with neighbouring municipalities to share waste 
management services and associated costs. Initial discussions on potential cooperation with 
neighbouring municipalities related to collection, disposal and equipment are at the formative stages. 
Specifically, the Town has discussed shared services from a waste disposal perspective, as well as the 
collection of both recyclables and residual waste.  

In conjunction with the proposed expansion, the Town will also update the existing Design and 
Operations Report for the WDS to reflect changes to the design, expanded service area, updated 
operating procedures, as well as closure and end use considerations. 

Based on the preceding information, the proposed undertaking is to expand the existing WDS to ensure 
the Town has adequate landfill capacity, while having regard for the incremental diversion goals and 
programs outlined in the WFOA and the Town’s 20 year Waste Management Strategic Plan. 
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Screening Criteria Checklist 

At the beginning of the Environmental Screening, the Screening Criteria Checklist (provided as 
Schedule I, pp 62 – 64, to the "Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste 
Management Projects") is to be completed based on the information provided in the Project Description. 
The Screening Criteria reflect the broad definition of “environment” contained in the EA Act.  

As noted in the Guide: 

"The Screening Criteria are presented in the form of a checklist with the option of a "Yes" or "No" 
response. Mitigation measures are not to be considered in concluding whether there is "No" potential 
environmental effect. That is, the proponent is required to answer "Yes" even if the proponent believes 
that a potential environmental effect could likely be mitigated. The reason for requiring a "Yes" is to 
ensure that mitigation measures are open to discussion and review. Another reason for this approach is 
that further discussion and review of a potential effect may reveal that there is no actual effect, in which 
case no mitigation is required. Where a "Yes" has been identified, the proponent is to provide additional 
information in the Environmental Screening Report, explaining the potential effect(s), methods to mitigate 
or address the effect(s), any net effects that are anticipated and if so, their significance. Even where the 
proponent indicates that "No" environmental effects are anticipated, it is recommended that additional 
information be provided in the Environmental Screening Report in order to support the “no effects” 
conclusion”. Each criterion is based on a question which is prefaced with the phrase, “Might the 
Project…”. The table below has been completed as the first step of the Environmental Screening Process 
based on the project description provided above:  

Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
1. Surface and Ground Water

1.1 
Cause negative effects on 
surface water quality, 
quantities or flow? 

X

Drainage swales and an offtake ditch are located 
on-Site, eventually discharging to Tucker Creek in 
the east. No changes to water quality, quantity or 
flow are anticipated as a result of the landfill 
expansion. A Surface Water Study will explore this. 

1.2 
Cause negative effects on 
ground water quality, quantity 
or movement? 

X

The proposed landfill expansion would result in 
additional waste being placed at the Site. This may 
create additional leachate, thereby leading to 
increased potential for leachate to interact with 
groundwater. A Geology and Hydrogeology Study 
will explore this. 

1.3 

Cause significant 
sedimentation or soil erosion 
or shoreline or riverbank 
erosion on or off site? 

X

Significant sedimentation or soil erosion is not 
anticipated as a result of the proposed landfill 
expansion. Changes to the existing surface 
drainage patterns and the potential for 
sedimentation/erosion will be considered in the 
Surface Water Study. 

1.4 Cause negative effects on 
surface or ground water from 

X Leachate created as a result of the additional 
waste has the potential to impact surface and 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
accidental spills or releases 
(e.g., leachate) to the 
environment? 

ground water. This will be explored in the Surface 
Water and Geology and Hydrogeology studies. 

2. Land

2.1 

Cause negative effects on 
residential, commercial, 
institutional or other sensitive 
land uses within 500 metres 
from the site boundary? 

X
No residential, commercial, institutional or other 
sensitive land uses are located within 500 metres 
from the Site boundary. 

2.2 

Not be consistent with the 
Provincial Policy Statement, 
provincial land use or resource 
management plans? 

X
No, the proposed expansion will align with the 
Provincial Policy Statement, provincial land use 
and resource management plans. 

2.3 

Be inconsistent with municipal 
land use policies, plans and 
zoning bylaws (including 
municipal setbacks)? 

X
No, the proposed expansion will align with 
municipal land use policies, plans and zoning 
bylaws (including municipal setbacks). 

2.4 
Use lands not zoned as 
industrial, heavy industrial or 
waste disposal? 

X

No, the proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site, 
which carries the appropriate zoning category for 
this established facility (waste management 
facility). 

2.5 Use hazard lands or unstable 
lands subject to erosion? X No, the proposed expansion will not use hazard 

lands or unstable lands subject to erosion. 

2.6 
Cause negative effects related 
to the remediation of 
contaminated land? 

X No, the proposed expansion will not take place on 
land deemed to be contaminated. 

3. Air and Noise

3.1 

Cause negative effects on air 
quality due to emissions (for 
parameters such as 
temperature, thermal treatment 
exhaust flue gas volume, 
nitrogen dioxide, sulphur 
dioxide, residual oxygen, 
opacity, hydrogen chloride, 
suspended particulates, or 
other contaminants)? 

X
No negative effects on air quality associated with 
the emissions parameters noted in criterion 3.1 are 
anticipated as a result of the proposed expansion 

3.2 

Cause negative effects from 
the emission of greenhouse 
gases (e.g., carbon dioxide, 
carbon monoxide, methane)? 

X

The proposed expansion will result in increased 
greenhouse gas emissions due to the increased 
waste volume. The Town is exploring options for 
the diversion of source-separated organic waste, 
which is a significant contributor to the generation 
of landfill gas (i.e., methane and carbon dioxide). 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 

3.3 Cause negative effects from 
the emission of dust or odour? X

Dust and odour emissions may occur as a result of 
the proposed expansion due to vehicle traffic on 
unpaved roads and in the absence of odour best 
management practices (BMPs), such as applying 
daily cover, minimizing the landfill working face, 
etc. The nearest residence is approximately 3 to 5 
km away from the Site, therefore no impacts are 
expected as a result of dust and odour from the 
landfill.  

3.4 Cause negative effects from 
the emission of noise? X

On-Site equipment and truck traffic may create 
noise. The nearest residence is approximately 3 to 
5 km away from the Site, therefore no impacts are 
expected as a result of noise from the landfill. 

3.5 
Cause light pollution from 
trucks or other operational 
activities at the site? 

X Landfill operating hours do not require the use of 
lights. 

4. Natural Environment

4.1 

Cause negative effects on rare 
(vulnerable), threatened or 
endangered species of flora or 
fauna or their habitat? 

X

There is potential for rare (vulnerable), threatened 
or endangered species of flora and/or fauna and/or 
their habitat to occur within the proposed 
expansion area. A Natural Environment Study will 
explore this. 

4.2 

Cause negative effects on 
protected natural areas such 
as, ANSIs, ESAs or other 
significant natural areas? 

X

There is potential for protected natural areas or 
other significant natural areas to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.3 Cause negative effects on 
designated wetlands? X

There is potential for designated wetlands to occur 
within the proposed expansion area. A Natural 
Environment Study will explore this. 

4.4 
Cause negative effects on 
wildlife habitat, populations, 
corridors or movement? 

X

There is potential for wildlife habitat, populations, 
corridors or movement to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.5 

Cause negative effects on fish 
or their habitat, spawning, 
movement or environmental 
conditions (e.g., water 
temperature, turbidity, etc.)? 

X

There is potential for negative effects on fish or 
their habitat, spawning, movement or 
environmental conditions (e.g., water temperature, 
turbidity, etc.) as a result of the proposed 
expansion in nearby Tucker Creek. A Natural 
Environment Study will explore this. 

4.6 
Cause negative effects on 
locally important or valued 
ecosystems or vegetation? 

X

There is potential for locally important or valued 
ecosystems or vegetation to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.7 Increase bird hazards within 
the area that could impact 

X While the proposed expansion may slightly 
increase the attraction for birds, there are no 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
surrounding land uses 
(e.g., airports)? 

airports in the vicinity of the landfill and the nearest 
residence is approximately 3 to 5 km away from 
the site so, therefore, no potential to impact 
surrounding land uses. 

5. Resources

5.1 

Result in practices inconsistent 
with waste studies and/or 
waste diversion targets 
(e.g., result in final disposal of 
materials subject to diversion 
programs)? 

X

Diversion of recyclables such as aluminium/steel 
cans, plastic bottles/containers, paper/cardboard, 
cartons and juice boxes, and glass bottles/jars 
occurs at the source. Scrap metal is segregated at 
the landfill Site and scrap metal contactors are 
contracted on an as-needed basis to collect this 
material for recycling. White goods are segregated 
at the landfill Site, decommissioned and tagged by 
a qualified technician, and removed by a scrap 
metal contactor on an as-needed basis. Tires are 
collected at the landfill under the OTS Program 
and picked up and disposed of by a third party. 
Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment 
(WEEE) received at the landfill is placed in a roll-
off bin and shipped for processing at a private 
facility. 

5.2 
Result in generation of energy 
that cannot be captured and 
utilized? 

X

A small amount of methane would be produced by 
the landfill expansion; however, the landfill capacity 
is well below the threshold requiring landfill gas 
capture (1.5 million m3). 

5.3 

Be located a distance from 
required infrastructure (such as 
availability to customers, 
markets and other factors)? 

X The landfill is located approximately 10 km east of 
the Town of Smooth Rock Falls. 

5.4 

Cause negative effects on the 
use of Canada Land Inventory 
Class 1-3, specialty crop or 
locally significant agricultural 
lands? 

X

Soil at the landfill is classified as Class 3, 
according to the Canada Land Inventory; however, 
the proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site 

5.5 
Cause negative effects on 
existing agricultural 
production? 

X

The proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site. 
There are no agricultural operations surrounding 
the Site. 

6. Socio-economic

6.1 
Cause negative effects on 
neighbourhood or community 
character? 

X The closest residence is approximately 3 to 5 km 
away from the site. 

6.2 Result in aesthetics impacts 
(e.g., visual and litter impacts)? X The closest residence is approximately 3 to 5 km 

away from the site. 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 

6.3 
Cause negative effects on 
local businesses, institutions or 
public facilities? 

X

The proposed expansion will not negatively impact 
local businesses, institutions or public facilities as 
none of these uses existing within 3-5 km of the 
Site. 

6.4 
Cause negative effects on 
recreation, cottaging or 
tourism? 

X
The proposed expansion will not negatively impact 
recreation, cottaging or tourism as none of these 
uses existing within 3-5 km of the Site. 

6.5 

Cause negative effects related 
to increases in the demands 
on community services and 
infrastructure? 

X
The proposed expansion will not increase the 
demands on community services and 
infrastructure. 

6.6 
Cause negative effects on the 
economic base of a 
municipality or community? 

X
The proposed expansion will positively impact the 
economic base of the Town, as the Town will not 
have to pay to dispose of their waste elsewhere. 

6.7 
Cause negative effects on 
local employment and labour 
supply? 

X

The proposed expansion will positively impact local 
employment, as the landfill will remain operational, 
requiring several management and operational 
staff. 

6.8 Cause negative effects related 
to traffic? X

The proposed expansion will not impact traffic as 
the landfill is located approximately 10 km east of 
the Town of Smooth Rock Falls. 

6.9 
Be located within 8 km of an 
aerodrome/airport reference 
point? 

X The landfill is not located within 8 km of an 
aerodrome/airport reference point. 

6.10 
Interfere with flight paths due 
to the construction of facilities 
with height (i.e. stacks)? 

X The proposed expansion will not include the 
construction of facilities with height. 

6.11 Cause negative effects on 
public health and safety? X

The proposed expansion will operate under an 
amended ECA for the landfill, ensuring there are 
no negative effects to public health or safety. 

7. Heritage and Culture

7.1 

Cause negative effects on 
heritage buildings, structures 
or sites, archaeological sites or 
areas of archaeological 
importance, or cultural heritage 
landscapes? 

X

There are no known heritage buildings, structures 
or sites, archaeological sites or areas of 
archaeological importance, or cultural heritage 
landscapes on the Waste Disposal Site. This will 
be confirmed through completion of Ministry of 
Tourism, Culture and Sport checklists and, if 
required, Archaeological and/or Cultural Heritage 
assessments. 

7.2 
Cause negative effects on 
scenic or aesthetically pleasing 
landscapes or views? 

X

The proposed expansion will not cause negative 
effects on scenic or aesthetically pleasing 
landscapes or views as it is located approximately 
2.9 km north of Highway 11 and 3-5 km northwest 
of the closest residence. 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
8. Aboriginal

8.1 

Cause negative effects on 
land, resources, traditional 
activities or other interests of 
Aboriginal communities?

X
The Waste Disposal Site is not subject to any land 
claims, however consultation with Indigenous 
groups will take place throughout the Screening. 

9. Other

9.1 
Result in the creation of 
non-hazardous waste 
materials requiring disposal?

X
The soils excavated from the proposed expansion 
area will be used for daily cover at the Waste 
Disposal Site. 

9.2 
Result in the creation of 
hazardous waste materials 
requiring disposal? 

X No hazardous waste will be created as a result of 
the proposed expansion. 

9.3 

Cause any other negative 
environmental effects not 
covered by the criteria outlined 
above? 

X No other negative environmental effects are 
anticipated as a result of the proposed expansion. 
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Erika Brown

From: Erika Brown
Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2017 10:02 AM
To: 'c.boissoneau@mattagami.com'; 'landsandresources@mattagami.com'
Cc: 'Shoniker, Blair'; 'luc.denault@townsrf.ca'
Subject: Notice of Commencement - Environmental Screening Study for the Expansion of 

Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill
Attachments: Smooth Rock Falls - Notice of Commencement_Boissoneau.pdf

Dear Chief Boissoneau, 
 
The Town of Smooth Rock Falls (Town) is proposing to expand the limits of the waste disposal area at their Municipal Landfill to 
accommodate an expansion of approximately 83,000 m3 and optimize site operations. Additionally, the Town is proposing to amend 
the Municipal Landfill service area to accommodate waste received from within other close proximity municipalities.  
 
Presently, the Town operates a 2.95 ha waste disposal site on a 9.04 ha property (see attached map). The Landfill has been 
operational, accepting Municipal solid waste since 1986, and is rapidly approaching its total approved capacity of 89,500 m3. The 
proposed expansion will increase the total landfill capacity to approximately 172,500 m3, allowing for the life of the landfill to be 
extended.  
 
The expansion was identified within the Smooth Rock Falls Waste Management Strategic Plan, which will complement the recycling 
and diversion programs that have been implemented within the Town. The expansion will provide a secure and long term post‐
diversion waste disposal option for Town residents and will prevent the need to establish a new Municipal Landfill and the high costs 
associated with that.  
 
The study will follow the Environmental Screening Process legislated for landfills undergoing an expansion between 40,000 m3 and 
100,000 m3 of additional waste disposal capacity under Ontario Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The Study 
will be conducted in accordance with the planning and design process outlined in Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate 
Change’s Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, dated March 2007.  
 
The Screening process includes identifying and applying screening criteria to determine and describe potential environmental 
effects, public/external agency consultation, and the development of measures to mitigate identified environmental effects. The 
results of the Study will be documented in an Environmental Screening Report, which will be released for review to the public, 
Aboriginal communities, and government agencies. 
 
Consultation with Aboriginal communities is an important element of the Environmental Assessment process. Should you or your 
Council wish to become involved in the Environmental Assessment process or discuss the project, we would be pleased to work with 
you to develop and carry out separate events specifically designed to engage your community in meaningful discussions concerning 
the project.  
 
As per the Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, the Town of Smooth Rock Falls has 
prepared the Project Description and Draft Screening Criteria Checklist that are attached to this letter for your information.  
 
Please let us know if you are interested in engaging in discussions and providing input to our project. We will keep you up to date on 
new developments. Please do not hesitate to ask any questions. For further information on the proposed study, please contact the 
undersigned. 
 
Regards, 
Erika Brown 
 
on behalf of 

 
Blair Shoniker, MA., RPP 
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Senior Waste & Environmental Planner 
 
GHD 
T: 905 429 5040 | F: 905 432 7877 | C: 647 525 9798 | E: blair.shoniker@ghd.com 
65 Sunray Street Whitby ON L1N 8Y3 | www.ghd.com 
WATER | ENERGY & RESOURCES | ENVIRONMENT | PROPERTY & BUILDINGS | TRANSPORTATION 
 
Please consider our environment before printing this email 
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July 18, 2017 
 
 
Chief Chad Boissoneau 
Mattagami First Nation 
75 Helen Street 
P.O. Box 99 
Gogama, ON 
P0M 1W0 
 
Dear Chief Boissoneau: 
 
Re: Notice of Commencement 

Environmental Screening Study for the Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill 

The Town of Smooth Rock Falls (Town) is proposing to expand the limits of the waste disposal area at their 
Municipal Landfill to accommodate an expansion of approximately 83,000 m3 and optimize site operations. 
Additionally, the Town is proposing to amend the Municipal Landfill service area to accommodate waste 
received from within other close proximity municipalities. 

Presently, the Town operates a 2.95 ha waste disposal site on a 9.04 ha property (see attached map). The 
Landfill has been operational, accepting Municipal solid waste since 1986, and is rapidly approaching its 
total approved capacity of 89,500 m3. The proposed expansion will increase the total landfill capacity to 
approximately 172,500 m3, allowing for the life of the landfill to be extended.  

The expansion was identified within the Smooth Rock Falls Waste Management Strategic Plan, which will 
complement the recycling and diversion programs that have been implemented within the Town. The 
expansion will provide a secure and long term post-diversion waste disposal option for Town residents and 
will prevent the need to establish a new Municipal Landfill and the high costs associated with that. 

The study will follow the Environmental Screening Process legislated for landfills undergoing an expansion 
between 40,000 m3 and 100,000 m3 of additional waste disposal capacity under Ontario Regulation 101/07 
of the Environmental Protection Act. The Study will be conducted in accordance with the planning and 
design process outlined in Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Guide to 
Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, dated March 2007. 

The Screening process includes identifying and applying screening criteria to determine and describe 
potential environmental effects, public/external agency consultation, and the development of measures to 
mitigate identified environmental effects. The results of the Study will be documented in an Environmental 
Screening Report, which will be released for review to the public, Aboriginal communities, and government 
agencies. 
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Consultation with Aboriginal communities is an important element of the Environmental Assessment 
process. Should you or your Council wish to become involved in the Environmental Assessment process 
or discuss the project, we would be pleased to work with you to develop and carry out separate events 
specifically designed to engage your community in meaningful discussions concerning the project. 

As per the Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects, the Town 
of Smooth Rock Falls has prepared the Project Description and Draft Screening Criteria Checklist that are 
attached to this letter for your information. 

Please let us know if you are interested in engaging in discussions and providing input to our project. We 
will keep you up to date on new developments. Please do not hesitate to ask any questions. For further 
information on the proposed study, please contact the undersigned. 

Sincerely, 

Luc Denault 
Town of Smooth Rock falls 
P.O. Box 249 
142 First Avenue 
Smooth Rock Falls, ON P0L 2B0 
T: 705-338-2717 
E-mail: luc.denault@townsrf.ca 

Blair Shoniker, MA., RPP 
Senior Environmental & Waste Planner 
GHD Limited 
T: 905-429-5040 
E-mail: blair.shoniker@ghd.com 

EB/sw/1 

Encl. 

All personal information included in a submission - such as name, address, telephone number and property 
location - is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the 
purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the Environmental 
Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s.37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA). Personal information 
you submit will become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your 
personal information remain confidential. For more information, please contact the Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change's Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at (416) 327-1434. 
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Project Description 

Waste management has long been an afterthought for many small, rural communities in northern Ontario. 
In the absence of clear, mandated requirements for waste management in these communities, many have 
seen no reason to move beyond the status quo. However, with the advent of the Waste-Free Ontario Act 
and the recent release of the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change (MOECC) guidance 
document for Solid Waste Management for Northern and Remote Communities, significant changes are on 
the horizon, including for the Town of Smooth Rock Falls (Town). 

Facing a declining population, the departure of key industries, and limited disposal capacity, the Town took 
a bold step and implemented a long-term solid waste management strategy through adoption of its 20-year 
Waste Management Strategic Plan. Less than a year in, the Town has made significant investments in new 
equipment and resources, and has successfully implemented a curbside recycling program that serves all 
residential, commercial, and institutional facets of the community. Looking beyond their own borders, the 
Town has also initiated discussions on shared-services with neighbouring municipalities in order to 
maximize the benefit of these new resources. 

The Town’s existing Waste Disposal Site (WDS) was originally established in 1981, and operates under 
Certificate of Approval (C of A) No. A580604 issued by the Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate 
Change (MOECC). The WDS has operated as the primary waste disposal site serving the Town of Smooth 
Rock Falls (including the former Township of Kendrey) for over 35 years. The 2.95 hectare (ha) WDS is 
situated on a 9.04 ha Site, and has an approved capacity of 89,500 cubic metres (m3). The remaining life 
of the WDS is estimated to range between 2.9 to 4.5 years based on the current fill rate. The Town hopes 
to prolong the life of the existing WDS by establishing additional diversion programs and implementing 
measures to increase the operational efficiency. However, with such limited site life remaining, program 
changes and operational efficiencies can only extend the life of the WDS for so long. As such, it is inevitable 
that the Town will need additional disposal capacity in the near future. 

The Town is proposing to expand the limits of the WDS under the Environmental Screening Process 
legislated under Ontario Regulation 101/07 of the Environmental Protection Act. The proposed expansion 
will increase the disposal capacity by approximately 83,000 m3, increasing the total capacity of the WDS 
to approximately 172,500 m3. The Town’s Waste Management Strategic Plan identifies the expansion of 
the WDS as a key long term waste management objective. The horizontal and vertical expansion of the 
WDS would increase capacity and subsequently extend the life of the Site. Increasing the capacity of the 
WDS would avoid the potential for further environmental impacts associated with establishing a new landfill 
site or hauling the waste long distances to another site. The expansion of the WDS will satisfy phase one 
of the Town’s Waste Management Strategic Plan while meeting the long-term waste management needs 
of the community. Further, the Province of Ontario has recently introduced the Waste Free Ontario Act 
(WFOA), which has identified interim waste diversion goals, ultimately moving the Province of Ontario 
towards a “waste-free” future. While Ontario works towards the diversion goals identified in the WFOA, and 
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in particular the Strategy for a Waste Free Ontario: Building the Circular Economy (Strategy), there will still 
be a need for landfill space. The Strategy discusses how the Province would carefully consider the need 
and location of landfills, including the expansion of existing sites. Increasing the capacity of the Town’s 
existing WDS, would ensure that a new landfill would not be required. The additional capacity for the WDS 
will be in sync with the Province’s diversion goals over a 30-year period, as well as with the Town’s 
implementation of other waste diversion initiatives as outlined in their 20-year Waste Management Strategic 
Plan. 

The Town is also proposing to amend the service area for the WDS to accommodate waste generated 
within other nearby municipalities. This would align with the Strategic Waste Management Plan, which 
identified the potential for establishing partnerships with neighbouring municipalities to share waste 
management services and associated costs. Initial discussions on potential cooperation with neighbouring 
municipalities related to collection, disposal and equipment are at the formative stages. Specifically, the 
Town has discussed shared services from a waste disposal perspective, as well as the collection of both 
recyclables and residual waste. 

In conjunction with the proposed expansion, the Town will also update the existing Design and Operations 
Report for the WDS to reflect changes to the design, expanded service area, updated operating procedures, 
as well as closure and end use considerations. 

Based on the preceding information, the proposed undertaking is to expand the existing WDS to ensure 
the Town has adequate landfill capacity, while having regard for the incremental diversion goals and 
programs outlined in the WFOA and the Town’s 20-year Waste Management Strategic Plan. 
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Screening Criteria Checklist 

At the beginning of the Environmental Screening, the Screening Criteria Checklist (provided as Schedule I, 
pp 62 – 64, to the "Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects") 
is to be completed based on the information provided in the Project Description. The Screening Criteria 
reflect the broad definition of “environment” contained in the EA Act.  

As noted in the Guide: 

"The Screening Criteria are presented in the form of a checklist with the option of a "Yes" or "No" response. 
Mitigation measures are not to be considered in concluding whether there is "No" potential environmental 
effect. That is, the proponent is required to answer "Yes" even if the proponent believes that a potential 
environmental effect could likely be mitigated. The reason for requiring a "Yes" is to ensure that mitigation 
measures are open to discussion and review. Another reason for this approach is that further discussion 
and review of a potential effect may reveal that there is no actual effect, in which case no mitigation is 
required. Where a "Yes" has been identified, the proponent is to provide additional information in the 
Environmental Screening Report, explaining the potential effect(s), methods to mitigate or address the 
effect(s), any net effects that are anticipated and if so, their significance. Even where the proponent 
indicates that "No" environmental effects are anticipated, it is recommended that additional information be 
provided in the Environmental Screening Report in order to support the “no effects” conclusion”. Each 
criterion is based on a question which is prefaced with the phrase, “Might the Project…”. The table below 
has been completed as the first step of the Environmental Screening Process based on the project 
description provided above:  

 Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

 Might the project…    
  1. Surface and Ground Water  

1.1 
Cause negative effects on 
surface water quality, 
quantities or flow? 

X  

Drainage swales and an offtake ditch are located 
on-Site, eventually discharging to Tucker Creek in 
the east. No changes to water quality, quantity or 
flow are anticipated as a result of the landfill 
expansion. A Surface Water Study will explore this. 

1.2 
Cause negative effects on 
ground water quality, quantity 
or movement? 

X  

The proposed landfill expansion would result in 
additional waste being placed at the Site. This may 
create additional leachate, thereby leading to 
increased potential for leachate to interact with 
groundwater. A Geology and Hydrogeology Study 
will explore this. 

1.3 

Cause significant 
sedimentation or soil erosion 
or shoreline or riverbank 
erosion on or off site? 

X  

Significant sedimentation or soil erosion is not 
anticipated as a result of the proposed landfill 
expansion. Changes to the existing surface 
drainage patterns and the potential for 
sedimentation/erosion will be considered in the 
Surface Water Study. 
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 Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

 Might the project…    

1.4 

Cause negative effects on 
surface or ground water from 
accidental spills or releases 
(e.g., leachate) to the 
environment? 

X  

Leachate created as a result of the additional 
waste has the potential to impact surface and 
ground water. This will be explored in the Surface 
Water and Geology and Hydrogeology studies. 

  2. Land 

2.1 

Cause negative effects on 
residential, commercial, 
institutional or other sensitive 
land uses within 500 metres 
from the site boundary? 

 X 
No residential, commercial, institutional or other 
sensitive land uses are located within 500 metres 
from the Site boundary. 

2.2 

Not be consistent with the 
Provincial Policy Statement, 
provincial land use or resource 
management plans? 

 X 
No, the proposed expansion will align with the 
Provincial Policy Statement, provincial land use 
and resource management plans. 

2.3 

Be inconsistent with municipal 
land use policies, plans and 
zoning bylaws (including 
municipal setbacks)? 

 X 
No, the proposed expansion will align with 
municipal land use policies, plans and zoning 
bylaws (including municipal setbacks). 

2.4 
Use lands not zoned as 
industrial, heavy industrial or 
waste disposal? 

 X 

No, the proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site, 
which carries the appropriate zoning category for 
this established facility (waste management 
facility). 

2.5 Use hazard lands or unstable 
lands subject to erosion?  X No, the proposed expansion will not use hazard 

lands or unstable lands subject to erosion. 

2.6 
Cause negative effects related 
to the remediation of 
contaminated land? 

 X No, the proposed expansion will not take place on 
land deemed to be contaminated. 

  3. Air and Noise 

3.1 

Cause negative effects on air 
quality due to emissions (for 
parameters such as 
temperature, thermal treatment 
exhaust flue gas volume, 
nitrogen dioxide, sulphur 
dioxide, residual oxygen, 
opacity, hydrogen chloride, 
suspended particulates, or 
other contaminants)? 

 X 
No negative effects on air quality associated with 
the emissions parameters noted in criterion 3.1 are 
anticipated as a result of the proposed expansion 

3.2 

Cause negative effects from 
the emission of greenhouse 
gases (e.g., carbon dioxide, 
carbon monoxide, methane)? 

X  

The proposed expansion will result in increased 
greenhouse gas emissions due to the increased 
waste volume. The Town is exploring options for 
the diversion of source-separated organic waste, 



Town of Smooth Rock Falls   
 

Town of Smooth Rock Falls – Notice of Commencement – Environmental Screening Study for the Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill 8 

 Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

 Might the project…    
which is a significant contributor to the generation 
of landfill gas (i.e., methane and carbon dioxide). 

3.3 Cause negative effects from 
the emission of dust or odour?  X 

Dust and odour emissions may occur as a result of 
the proposed expansion due to vehicle traffic on 
unpaved roads and in the absence of odour best 
management practices (BMPs), such as applying 
daily cover, minimizing the landfill working face, 
etc. The nearest residence is approximately 
3 to 5 km away from the Site, therefore no impacts 
are expected as a result of dust and odour from the 
landfill.  

3.4 Cause negative effects from 
the emission of noise?  X 

On-Site equipment and truck traffic may create 
noise. The nearest residence is approximately 
3 to 5 km away from the Site, therefore no impacts 
are expected as a result of noise from the landfill. 

3.5 
Cause light pollution from 
trucks or other operational 
activities at the site? 

 X Landfill operating hours do not require the use of 
lights. 

 4. Natural Environment 

4.1 

Cause negative effects on rare 
(vulnerable), threatened or 
endangered species of flora or 
fauna or their habitat? 

X  

There is potential for rare (vulnerable), threatened 
or endangered species of flora and/or fauna and/or 
their habitat to occur within the proposed 
expansion area. A Natural Environment Study will 
explore this. 

4.2 

Cause negative effects on 
protected natural areas such 
as, ANSIs, ESAs or other 
significant natural areas? 

X  

There is potential for protected natural areas or 
other significant natural areas to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.3 Cause negative effects on 
designated wetlands? X  

There is potential for designated wetlands to occur 
within the proposed expansion area. A Natural 
Environment Study will explore this. 

4.4 
Cause negative effects on 
wildlife habitat, populations, 
corridors or movement? 

X  

There is potential for wildlife habitat, populations, 
corridors or movement to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 

4.5 

Cause negative effects on fish 
or their habitat, spawning, 
movement or environmental 
conditions (e.g., water 
temperature, turbidity, etc.)? 

X  

There is potential for negative effects on fish or 
their habitat, spawning, movement or 
environmental conditions (e.g., water temperature, 
turbidity, etc.) as a result of the proposed 
expansion in nearby Tucker Creek. A Natural 
Environment Study will explore this. 

4.6 
Cause negative effects on 
locally important or valued 
ecosystems or vegetation? 

X  

There is potential for locally important or valued 
ecosystems or vegetation to occur within the 
proposed expansion area. A Natural Environment 
Study will explore this. 
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 Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

 Might the project…    

4.7 

Increase bird hazards within 
the area that could impact 
surrounding land uses 
(e.g., airports)? 

 X 

While the proposed expansion may slightly 
increase the attraction for birds, there are no 
airports in the vicinity of the landfill and the nearest 
residence is approximately 3 to 5 km away from 
the site so, therefore, no potential to impact 
surrounding land uses. 

  5. Resources 

5.1 

Result in practices inconsistent 
with waste studies and/or 
waste diversion targets 
(e.g., result in final disposal of 
materials subject to diversion 
programs)? 

 X 

Diversion of recyclables such as aluminum/ steel 
cans, plastic bottles/containers, paper/cardboard, 
cartons and juice boxes, and glass bottles/ jars 
occurs at the source. Scrap metal is segregated at 
the landfill Site and scrap metal contactors are 
contracted on an as-needed basis to collect this 
material for recycling. White goods are segregated 
at the landfill Site, decommissioned and tagged by 
a qualified technician, and removed by a scrap 
metal contactor on an as-needed basis. Tires are 
collected at the landfill under the OTS Program 
and picked up and disposed of by a third party. 
Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment 
(WEEE) received at the landfill is placed in a 
roll-off bin and shipped for processing at a private 
facility. 

5.2 
Result in generation of energy 
that cannot be captured and 
utilized? 

 X 

A small amount of methane would be produced by 
the landfill expansion; however, the landfill capacity 
is well below the threshold requiring landfill gas 
capture (1.5 million m3). 

5.3 

Be located a distance from 
required infrastructure (such as 
availability to customers, 
markets and other factors)? 

 X The landfill is located approximately 10 km east of 
the Town of Smooth Rock Falls. 

5.4 

Cause negative effects on the 
use of Canada Land Inventory 
Class 1-3, specialty crop or 
locally significant agricultural 
lands? 

 X 

Soil at the landfill is classified as Class 3, 
according to the Canada Land Inventory; however, 
the proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site 

5.5 
Cause negative effects on 
existing agricultural 
production? 

 X 

The proposed expansion will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Waste Disposal Site. 
There are no agricultural operations surrounding 
the Site. 

 6. Socio-economic 

6.1 
Cause negative effects on 
neighbourhood or community 
character? 

 X The closest residence is approximately 3 to 5 km 
away from the site. 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 

6.2 Result in aesthetics impacts 
(e.g., visual and litter impacts)? X The closest residence is approximately 3 to 5 km 

away from the site. 

6.3 
Cause negative effects on 
local businesses, institutions or 
public facilities? 

X 

The proposed expansion will not negatively impact 
local businesses, institutions or public facilities as 
none of these uses existing within 3-5 km of the 
Site. 

6.4 
Cause negative effects on 
recreation, cottaging or 
tourism? 

X 
The proposed expansion will not negatively impact 
recreation, cottaging or tourism as none of these 
uses existing within 3-5 km of the Site. 

6.5 

Cause negative effects related 
to increases in the demands 
on community services and 
infrastructure? 

X 
The proposed expansion will not increase the 
demands on community services and 
infrastructure. 

6.6 
Cause negative effects on the 
economic base of a 
municipality or community? 

X 
The proposed expansion will positively impact the 
economic base of the Town, as the Town will not 
have to pay to dispose of their waste elsewhere. 

6.7 
Cause negative effects on 
local employment and labour 
supply? 

X 

The proposed expansion will positively impact local 
employment, as the landfill will remain operational, 
requiring several management and operational 
staff. 

6.8 Cause negative effects related 
to traffic? X 

The proposed expansion will not impact traffic as 
the landfill is located approximately 10 km east of 
the Town of Smooth Rock Falls. 

6.9 
Be located within 8 km of an 
aerodrome/airport reference 
point? 

X The landfill is not located within 8 km of an 
aerodrome/airport reference point. 

6.10 
Interfere with flight paths due 
to the construction of facilities 
with height (i.e. stacks)? 

X The proposed expansion will not include the 
construction of facilities with height. 

6.11 Cause negative effects on 
public health and safety? X 

The proposed expansion will operate under an 
amended ECA for the landfill, ensuring there are 
no negative effects to public health or safety. 

7. Heritage and Culture

7.1 

Cause negative effects on 
heritage buildings, structures 
or sites, archaeological sites or 
areas of archaeological 
importance, or cultural heritage 
landscapes? 

X 

There are no known heritage buildings, structures 
or sites, archaeological sites or areas of 
archaeological importance, or cultural heritage 
landscapes on the Waste Disposal Site. This will 
be confirmed through completion of Ministry of 
Tourism, Culture and Sport checklists and, if 
required, Archaeological and/or Cultural Heritage 
assessments. 

7.2 
Cause negative effects on 
scenic or aesthetically pleasing 
landscapes or views? 

X 
The proposed expansion will not cause negative 
effects on scenic or aesthetically pleasing 
landscapes or views as it is located approximately 
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Criterion YES NO Additional Information 

Might the project… 
2.9 km north of Highway 11 and 3-5 km northwest 
of the closest residence. 

8. Aboriginal

8.1 

Cause negative effects on 
land, resources, traditional 
activities or other interests of 
Aboriginal communities? 

X 
The Waste Disposal Site is not subject to any land 
claims, however consultation with Indigenous 
groups will take place throughout the Screening. 

9. Other

9.1 
Result in the creation of 
non-hazardous waste 
materials requiring disposal? 

X 
The soils excavated from the proposed expansion 
area will be used for daily cover at the Waste 
Disposal Site. 

9.2 
Result in the creation of 
hazardous waste materials 
requiring disposal? 

X No hazardous waste will be created as a result of 
the proposed expansion. 

9.3 

Cause any other negative 
environmental effects not 
covered by the criteria outlined 
above? 

X No other negative environmental effects are 
anticipated as a result of the proposed expansion. 
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Appendix B-2 
Notice of Public Open House # 2 



TOWN OF SMOOTH ROCK FALLS 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE #2 

Environmental Screening Study for the Expansion of Smooth Rock Falls’ Landfill 

Background: 

The Town of Smooth Rock Falls (Town) is 
proposing to expand the limits of the waste 
disposal area at their Municipal Landfill to 
accommodate an expansion of 
approximately 83,000 m3 and optimize site 
operations. Additionally, the Town is 
proposing to amend the Municipal Landfill 
service area to accommodate waste 
received from within other close proximity 
municipalities. Presently, the Town 
operates a 2.95 ha waste disposal site on 
a 9.04 ha property. The Landfill has been 
operational, accepting Municipal solid 
waste since 1986, and is rapidly 
approaching its total approved capacity of 
89,500 m3. The proposed expansion will 
increase the total landfill capacity to 
approximately 172,500 m3, allowing for the 
life of the landfill to be extended. The 
expansion was identified within the Smooth 
Rock Falls Waste Management Strategic 
Plan, which will complement the recycling 
and diversion programs that have been 
implemented within the Town.  The 
expansion will provide a secure and long term waste post-diversion disposal option for Town residents and 
will prevent the need to establish a new Municipal Landfill and the high costs associated with that. 

THE PROCESS: 

The study will follow the Environmental Screening Process legislated for landfills undergoing an expansion 
between 40,000 m3 and 100,000 m3 of additional waste disposal capacity under Ontario Regulation 101/07 
of the Environmental Protection Act. The Study will be conducted in accordance with the planning and 
design process outlined in Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s “Guide to 
Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects” dated March 2007.  

The Screening process includes identifying and applying screening criteria to determine and describe 
potential environmental effects, public/external agency consultation, and the development of measures to 
mitigate identified environmental effects. The results of the Study will be documented in an Environmental 
Screening Report, which will be released for review to the public, Aboriginal communities, and government 
agencies. 

Public Open House: 

Public Participation forms an integral part of the Environmental Screening Study to ensure that the 
ongoing concerns of the public and affected groups are identified, documented and assessed. A public 
open house was held in May 2017 to allow the public to meet the project team and enable the public to 
provide feedback on the proposed undertaking. A second public open house is being held to present a 
summary of the Environmental Screening Study Report. The Details on the public open house are as 
follows:  

Date: July 11, 2018 
Time: 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
Location: Smooth Rock Falls Curling Club, Reg Lamy Cultural Centre, 133 5th St, Smooth Rock Falls 

Any parties that wish to comment on or to be involved in the Environmental Screening process should 
indicate their interest, preferably in writing to:  

Luc Denault 
Town of Smooth Rock falls 
P.O. Box 249 
142 First Avenue 
Smooth Rock Falls, ON P0L 2B0 
Tel: 705-338-2717  
E-mail: luc.denault@townsrf.ca

Blair Shoniker, MA, RPP  
Senior Environmental & Waste Planner 
GHD Limited 
Tel: 905-429-5040 
E-mail: blair.shoniker@ghd.com

All personal information included in a submission - such as name, address, telephone number and property location - is collected, 
maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. 
The information is collected under the authority of the Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose 
of creating a record that is available to the general public as described in s.37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act (FIPPA). Personal information you submit will become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you 
request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, please contact the Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change's Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at (416) 327-1434. 

This notice issued: July 2018 




